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“People ministering to people for Christ’s sake.” 

Communion and Good Samaritan Sunday, May 07: 
The first Sunday of each month is Communion Sunday; the 
Sacrament will be celebrated by Intinction.  First Sunday is also 
Good Samaritan Sunday, when we particularly remember the 
mission work of the Good Samaritan Center.  Offerings of food 
and money will be received along with the regular Morning 
Offering.  
 

Adult Sunday School 
We continue to review John S. Leonard’s book, “Get Real, Sharing Your 
Everyday Faith Every Day.”  The study is led by Mary and Scott Hime and 
will continue through June 25.   Come join us in the Café at 9:00 each Sunday 
Morning. 

 

Texts And Sermons: 
May 07 John 10:1–10 “New Pastures” 
May 14 John 14:1–12 “Troubled Hearts” 
May 21 John 14:15–21 “Do What I Have Told You” 
May 28 John 17:1–11 “Finishing the Work” (Summer Worship begins) 

 

Summer Worship 
 Beginning May 28 and continuing through September 03, Morning 

Worship will be in the Fellowship Hall at 10:30.   
 

 Coffee Fellowship will continue in the vestibule from 10:00 until 10:29. 
  

 Nursery care will be available for children who have not yet been to 
Kindergarten. 

 

 Entry points will be the double doors under the carport and closest to 
the elevator, the double doors facing Laurel Street that open into the 
Library/Sitting area, as well as the door on Magnolia Street beside the 
wooden deck. 

 

 To protect the surface of the new parking lot, the Session has 
designated the Magnolia Street driveway as a secondary entrance; it will 
ordinarily be gated to pass-through traffic, but it will be open Sunday 
mornings and for other church activities. 
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*  Stuff  from the staff  :  The Church Lady * 

 

Temporary Office Hours, Friday, May 5 

 

The Church Lady is taking an extended weekend to watch her son receive his 

diploma for Master of Science with Distinction in Occupational Safety Management from 
Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University in Prescott, Arizona, on Saturday, May 6.  
 

Office Hours  Friday, May 5 :   8:30 AM to 12:30 PM - VeeAnn Wright is desk sitting 
 

Regular office hours of 8:30 AM to 3:30 PM will resume Monday, May 8. 

Memorial Day 
 

The Church Office will be closed Monday, May 28, in observance of Memorial Day. 
 
 
Heads Up for June! 
 

  Charlie will be on vacation May 30 – June 03 
 

  Sunday, June 04, is Pentecost our annual celebration of the birthday of the Church:    
 WEAR SOMETHING RED! 

 
  The Pentecost Offering: 

Each year on Pentecost Sunday we celebrate the arrival of the Holy Spirit as a 
bringer of new life with an Offering intended to nurture the faith of those newest 
among us.   
 
As one of the four Special Offerings of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), the 
Pentecost Offering unites us in a churchwide effort to support young people in 
Christ and inspire them to share their faith, ideas, and unique gifts with the church 
and the world. 
 
For your information, 40% of the Offering stays within our own congregation to 
fund projects and programs designated by Session.  The remainder is sent to the 
General Assembly Mission Council to support other programs that help youth and young adults 
and advocate for children at risk. 
 
Among those programs, 25% of the offering funds Young Adult Volunteers (YAV), which trains 
and equips volunteers to engage in mission in the U.S. and around the world.  Our own Katie 
Henderson will be spending a YAV year in Scotland, so our support of this offering also provides 
direct benefits for a member of our church family.  (I love the connectional church!) 

 

*  Stuff  from Charlie (Continued) * 
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The Program Committee, made up of Kelly McNeely, Scott Hime, Tom Jaggard and 
Charlie Schuler, held its regular meeting at 4:30 on Wednesday, April 12, 2017.   

 
 Sent what Charlie wrote for the new website to our web master. 
 
 Received a letter from the Presbyterian Children's Home and Services campus in 

San Antonio thanking us for our support.  The Souper Bowl Of Caring donations 
which we gave to them totaled $607.50. 

 
 Minute for Missions for February and March were called “Why I Pledge.”  We are 

grateful to Jad Smith and Tom Jaggard for speaking from their hearts.  The totals 
from “One Great Hour of Sharing” will be announced in the next newsletter.  The 
second congregational offering of the year will be collected on Pentecost,  Sunday, 
June 4.  A gift to the Pentecost Offering helps the church encourage, develop, and 
support its young people, and also addresses the needs of at-risk children. 40% of 
the Pentecost offering can be retained by individual congregations wanting to make 
an impact in the lives of young people within their own community. The remaining 
60% is used to support ministries of the Presbyterian Mission Agency.  More 
information is available on the next page.    

 
 Wednesday Night Supper and Study finished well w ith about 18 fulltime 

residents attending the last weeks after the exodus of our Winter Texan friends. 
(and cooks!)   

 
 Since our worship service will continue at 10:30, Mary and Scott Hime's next  

Sunday School book study, “Get Real,” will begin Sunday, April 23 and continue 
through June.   

 
 We will also continue having Sunday School classes for the children at the regular 

time of 9:00 during the Summer Worship Schedule. 
 
 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS  :    Program Committee  

Need to look at a 

copy of the current  

Pres-By-Lines or 

Church Directory?  

Did you know a 

color copy of each 

is in our Church 

Library for 

reference? 
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2017! 

MAKER FUN FACTORY 
Created by God,  
Built for a Purpose 

 

We are so excited for this summer!   
This year the kids will build, explore and discover they were 

made by the Ultimate Creator! 
 

   If you would like to help this summer,  
please contact me by phone or email.  We need about 40 

volunteers to make it a successful week. 
 

Carolyn Watters, 361-695-9791  (new #) 
carolyn.watters@gmail.com 

Program Committee :  Vacation Bible School 
     July 10– 14 , 2017 

MISSION:  OUTREACH 
 

SCOUT RECOGNITION SUNDAY - May 21st will be special recognition Sunday of our Scout Troup 49, 
and a 60th Anniversary celebration of First Presbyterian Church’s sponsorship.   After being 
welcomed at the front and escorted to special reserved seating, John Jackson will introduce the 
Scouts, their Families and Leaders.  Please give these young men and their Scout Leaders a 
handshake or a high-five as many of them are beginning a last summer before their senior year 
in high school.    

 
MOTHER’S DAY -  Special flowers will be given out on Mother’s Day, May 14th after the 10:30 

Service. 
 
”HI NEIGHBOR”  - Cards will be mailed out in June to several different Rockport subdivisions.  

These colorful cards encourage visitors to come and Worship with us. 
 
WINTER TEXANS - Although most of the Winter Texans have returned home, we were blessed to 

have over 20 as visitors almost every Sunday while they were here.  We extended a sincere 
thanks to all of them for their time, contributions and hard work while they were here. 

 

OutReach Committee 
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 BOTH CHOIRS ... for giving your all this year and especially during Advent, Christmas, Lent, Holy Week and Easter!  You 

provided beautiful music for all who came to worship.  It’s our Ministry, our Music Ministry, and whether it is shared 

vocally or through a musical instrument, we give gladly and joyfully this part of ourselves to God’s glory;  

 CHARLIE ... for your full support in always making my vision for  our Cantatas a reality, especially this year’s Good 

Friday.  The mental picture of you delivering the sacraments at the Lord’s Table was poignant and it, combined with 

your expert delivery of the narrative - well, I believe raised the bar and motivated us all to a higher level of 

performance. We gave more of ourselves than we thought possible. 

 MERLENE ... for your talent, support, professionalism, dedication, enthusiasm and willingness to do whatever is 

necessary to make our worship experiences meaningful every week… and then “go the second mile” when it comes to 

our cantatas.  I couldn’t do what I do without you!   

 

Notes to the Choirs: 
 

Hand Bells :   

 We are in summer recess.    

 When you return in the fall, everyone will have a new 3-ring notebook/music stand - made possible by donations to 

our Music Department’s Restricted Funds account in memory of Merlene’s mother, Helen Slough. 

  

Chancel Choir Schedule:   

 Our final rehearsal is Wednesday, May 24  

 We will recess for the summer after our Choral Anthem on Sunday, May 28.   

 Anthems selections for May are :  

 

May  7,  Communion Sunday    “Christ Comes to Us” 

May 14,  Mother’s Day     “Grace Alone” 

May 21,  Scout Recognition Sunday    “How Can I Keep from Singing” 

May 28,  Memorial Day Weekend, Summer Worship Begins “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing” 

 

Yvonne Jaggard 

 Thank You “Notes” from the Music Director to...  
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To those who participated in the Worship services ...  
 

 Head Ushers:   Kelly McNeely and Kathy Green  

Communion Preparer:  Veronika Camehl 

Communion Servers:  Kathy Green, Pati Vincent, Scott Hime, Kenny Owens 

Wine Provider:  Sally Reynolds 

Greeter:    Kim Thompson 
 

And assisted or read the scripture ...  
  

April 2: Scripture:  Jake Parr 
 Assisting:   Tom Jaggard 

 
April 9:    Scripture:  Janet Gaskamp   
 Assisting:   Scott Hime 
  
April 16: Scripture:  Dwight Edens 
 
April 23: Scripture:  Kathy Green 
 Assisting:   Mary Hime 
 
April 30: Scripture:  Lois Atwood 

         Assisting:   Mindy Durham 
 

And a very special THANK YOU from the Worship Committee to … 
 

 Music Director Yvonne Jaggard, piano accompanist Merlene Flournoy, and the Chancel Choir for the 
beautiful, stirring Cantata they performed on Good Friday 

 The Chancel and Bell Choir performances on Easter Sunday which added much to an awesome worship 
experience! 

 Tyler Egger who moved the Flower Cross from the Narthex to the sanctuary before the Easter 
Worship service began. 

 
IMPORTANT DATES IN   

May 07 – First Sunday: 
Communion.  The Lord’s Supper will be served by the method known as “Intinction.”  
Good Samaritans.  We receive grocery and/or monetary donations on behalf of the Rockport-

Fulton Good Samaritans Center.  Grocery items go in marked baskets in the Mission Room, 
monetary donations may be placed in the collection plates with checks payable to “Good 
Samaritans” and cash envelopes marked similarly.  

 
May 14 - Second Sunday:   

Fellowship Lunch in the Fellowship Hall 
Mother’s Day.  Moms and mother figures will receive something special after worship. 

 
May 21 - Third Sunday:  

  Scout Recognition Sunday.  Celebrating our 60th anniversary as the charter sponsor of Boy 
Scout Troop 49.  FPC’s Troop Charter was approved on January 31, 1957. 

 
May 28 – Summer Worship begins in the Fellowship Hall 

                              

 “It’s May ~ The Lovely Month of May”  
 

The sign up sheets for Sanctuary Flowers is on the bulletin board next to the Mission Room.   
Honor or remember a special person or occasion - all to the glory of God.  Then “recycle” them to 

Community Table for centerpieces!  Your flowers will be pictured in the next newsletter along with a 
description of the original dedication. May 7 and May 14 are open and available. 

 

Head Usher is:  Pati Vincent 

 

Worship Committee 
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Worship Committee :  Easter 2017 
 

Pictures by Veronika Camehl 

Bonnets & Breakfast 

Easter Egg Hunt 

 

Easter Worship 
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The In-Reach Com meets on the 1st Thursday of each month. Our committee is small – 3 members & Pastor 
Charlie.  We work within the church membership to help keep our church body strong.  We are looking for 
new members who enjoy helping others and love people.  Come join us if this description fits you. 
 
During our April meeting, we talked about forms and procedures for tracking some of the things we do in the 
committee, such as receiving new members.  This is such an important part of our work yet it is  an area 
where we work with different sessions members and committees who assist with the process of bringing in 
new members and introducing them to various parts of our mission of worship services and work within the 
Rockport community.  Adelaide and Pastor are working on some tools for this process.  Lois Atwood will co-
ordinate the recording of information to keep us on track. 
  
Finally, we discussed that we were approaching the spring shoulder months of our worship year.  This is 
when many special things begin to happen in the church, especially this year, in the month of April just about 
the time when our seasonal visitors (winter Texans) will be leaving us.  It was agreed we will create some 
special communications to be sent out to remind our people about the wonderful worship opportunities 
which happen during this season at 1st Presbyterian.  April is the month of Palm Sunday, Good Friday and the 
choir cantata, and finally, the activities held on the Sunday on which we celebrate Easter.  We hope to see 
each of our members worshiping with us during April. 
 
Finally, we discussed holding some FAMILY FUN NIGHTS again this summer and scheduled the first one for 
May 17th.  WHAT WILL IT BE?  WILL WE HAVE FOOD?   Well, frankly, WE DIDN’T DECIDE!  More to come on 
this in your weekly bulletins and email communications.  Look for information to come out after our May 4th 
In-Reach Committee meeting. 
 
Please join us in celebrating and welcoming our another one of our many recent new members:   Penny Neff  
 

 

 

InReach Committee  
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IS YOUR INFORMATION IN THE ONLINE 
 

CHURCH DIRECTORY CORRECT AND UP-TO-DATE? 
 

 
If the cover page on your copy of the Church Directory doesn’t say April 28, it is outdated.  
To access the online directory to view and/or print a new one just go to your computer and 
type “rockportpresbyterian.org” in your browser.  When the Home Page appears, click 
“Church Directory” from the options on the left border.  A pop-up screen will appear asking 
for a password, type fpc.rockport in the text box and then press ENTER.  After the  
directory loads, scroll through the categories to see the staff photos, FPC Activity 
Highlights, and member Photos.  (By the way, take a look at yours to see if you need a new 
one and if so, our committee can make that happen.) Check your entry for errors.  
(Remember, our Directory is only as accurate as the information you provide.) If you have 
made changes to your contact phone number, e-mail  address or other pertinent information 
and haven’t shared it with the church office, contact The Church Lady, Beverly is the only 
person authorized to edit the database. Office Phone: 361-729-6251 her email address:  
fpc.churchlady@yahoo.com 
 
That is all there is to it.  It takes more time to read this page than log on and review your 
membership entry.   

By  InReach Committee 

The 3rd Annual  
Summer  Ice Cream Social & Fun Night  

 Wednesday, May 17, in the Youth Building.   

Delicious Ice Cream sundaes, games, fun and fellowship are a part of the 

evening’s agenda.  
 

Time:  5:30pm to 7:00pm 

 More InReach Committee  
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InReach Committee - Introducing New Member:  Penny Neff  

Penny Neff is a native Texan and spent most of her business life in the hotel 
business.  She served as Vice President of a Houston based hotel company with 
hotels across the U.S.  and became an Award Winning Hotel during her career. She 
worked for an NFL Team for four seasons, then returned to the hotel business.   In 
2006, she came to Rockport to consult for new owners of a resort condominium 
complex, and loved Rockport so much, she semi retired and move here in 2007. 
Even with an award winning hotel career and working for an NFL team, her heart 
has always belonged to soldiers and serving Christ to love them. 
 

Currently, she is President and Founder of Four Star Soldier Fellowship and has been supporting active duty 
army units for over 27 years in the values of Faith, Family, Friends and Freedom.  In 1996, Four Star began a 
unique Christ centered ministry specifically with and for the Army’s elite Special Operations unit, The 75th 
Ranger Regiment., Fort Benning, Georgia. Four years ago, the ministry extended to the chaplains of the 160 th 
Special Operations Aviation Regiment in Fort Campbell, Kentucky. 
 
From the very beginning, the ministry was Christ Centered. However, anyone, much less a woman, can’t walk 
into a secretive Special Operations unit with a bible under your arm, and say “hey, who wants to meet Jesus”. 
 
God used a tragedy in 1996 to begin the work with Special Forces and Special Operations units. To fulfill a vow 
made on a Green Beret comrade’s grave that year, Ms. Neff knew God would use music as the key to open the 
door to these special army units. Ms. Neff has been a singer/songwriter for over four decades, so that same year, 
she wrote a 21 song music tribute for Airborne, Special Forces and Special Operations Units.  Word got around 
fast, and in 1997, she was asked to write a tribute for President George H. Bush and the Army’s Award Winning 
Parachute Team THE GOLDEN KNIGHTS.  Ms. Neff presented the song directly to President Bush at Fort Bragg, 
North Carolina with two thousand Golden Knights in December 1997. Thus, the music was opening doors for 
ministry. 
 
Neff gave up a cushy country club life style in Houston and moved to Fort Benning, Georgia to begin serving 
soldiers first hand. She started quietly meeting the needs of soldiers, with an emphasis on Airborne and Special 
Operations warriors.   She showed up at hospitals when there was a need.  She provided finances when there 
was a financial need.  She met needs, plain and simple. Neff is a private person and enjoys working behind the 
scenes best.  However, Officers and Chaplains took notice that Neff was there when there was a need to meet, 
quietly serving with a Christ like humbleness. Actions speak louder than words in these quiet professional units.  
 
Earning the trust and credibility with these special warriors, was going to be paramount. Neff states. “I knew we 
would have to show how much we loved these soldiers with our actions.  Showing Christ’s love by meeting 
needs worked perfectly with the Chaplains, because they know of soldier and family needs before anyone else. 
Secondly, we wanted all work to be Christ centered in every act of kindness and support we delivered.  Soldiers 
knew about the music, now they knew we were there for them behind the scenes.  Knowing that the Chaplain 
would be able to stay in the middle of the care mission, gave us the opportunity to minister directly to the 
solider and his family. Neff was even invited to sing an Easter concert for the entire Infantry Training Brigade 
two years in a row at Fort Benning, Georgia. 
 
Four Star has a wide range of support to and with the Chaplains.  We have sponsored monthly bible studies 
with pizza, hosted Christmas dinners and events for U.S. Army Rangers who could not go home for Holidays, 
sponsored scholarships for US Army Rangers attending college, hosted family enrichment seminars for 
returning soldiers with their wives, and sponsored the international Best Ranger Competition.   We have bought 
airline tickets for soldiers to return home for family emergencies.  At Christmas, we make sure that families that 
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need it, have groceries and presents for children. We are open to anything that allows Christ to be the center of 
our love and support.   
 
In two different deployments, in 2003 and 2004, Ms. Neff was asked to serve as an Army Contractor in Iraq as 
an Army Chaplain.  She served with the 101st Air Assault (Airborne) working directly with front line Strike 
Teams.  Her ministry included conducting prayer breakfasts, music concerts at lunch, and bible studies at dinner 
with soldiers.  She also led Christian praise and worship, grief counseling, and visiting hospitalized soldiers in 
combat theatre. Neff states, that “to show these front lines warriors that the love of Christ is real and the love I 
have to share Christ with them, means I need to work, travel and live as soldiers do.  I go where they go. I travel 
in conveys with troops, or I have a Blackhawk team that gets me to the hard to get to places.  When a soldier 
knows that I have taken the same risks they do, they will come to a bible study with me, when they won’t go for 
someone else. We have many female soldiers deployed, and Neff was able to minister directly to those female 
warriors and the foundation for The Woman Warrior Conferences began.  
 
In Neff’s ministry circles, she must always be prepared, weather she is working with a Four Star General or a 
young combat warrior.  When you work for Christ, you have to have a courageous readiness to share at every 
level.   
 
By being obedient to Christ’s mission, Neff has been recognized by the units she has ministered to.  She is an 
Honorary Member of the elite Special Operations Unit, The 75th Ranger Regiment, an Honorary and 
Distinguished Member of The 502nd Infantry Regiment Strike Teams, The 101st Air Assault (Airborne), The Shield 
of Sparta – Order of St. Maurice – Heroine of the Infantry. 
 
When asked about the accolades the units have awarded her, she states, that she knows the Glory goes to Christ.  
God uses those accolades to give me credibility to continue to serve in military circles.  She is frequently asked to 
speak at churches on how to minister to the military. 
 
After returning from Iraq, Neff began leading women’s conferences called THE WOMAN WARRIOR for military 
females.  She also started reaching out to veterans in many capacities. Once she movded to Rockport Texas, she 
formed a five person ministry team and began hosting conferences with the Blue Star Mom’s and women who 
want to find their God given ministry. 
 
Ms. Neff recently joined First Presbyterian Church, because part of her ministry team are members here. The 
Four Star Ministry Team includes Kim Thompson, Beverly Jacobson, Debbie Gatewood and Debbie Zuniga. By 
being a member of this great church, 80% of our ministry team serves here.   

 

 

Introducing New Member : Penny Neff (continued) 
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Treasurer’s Report - March 31, 2016 
 
 

Year to Date  3/31/17 3/31/16 2017 Budget 
 

Income     
 Loose Offering $   4,589 $    5,911 $    3,426 
  Pledges & Other      61,237     99,735        59,939 
 Castaways        17,210     20,892     18,000 
 Special Gifts              . 
  Sub-Total $ 83,036 $106,329   $ 81,364 
 

Expenses    $ 82,168 $  83,501   $ 87,975 
 

2017 “One Great Hour of Sharing” results are still being calculated.  The sum totals will be published in the next newsletter.   

  

By Kay T. Stanley, CHURCH  TREASURER 

 

 

Operations Committee , Treasurer’s Report 

 

- Fellowship Committee - 

 

WHAT?     Fellowship Lunch  

WHEN?   May 14 

THEME?   Soup, Salad, Sandwiches & SWEETS!  
WHERE?  Youth Center 

 

A  pull-tab poster board will be on display 
in the Vestibule to select an item to 
share.   

 
Make a note to bring your Mother/ 

Mother figure to church and then 
treat her to a delicious meal 
afterward.   

 
Beverages will be provided.  



13 

Women, these are opportunities during May 2017 for growth and service, and a time to 

have fellowship with other women in the church. Please mark your calendars for the 

following experiences. 

 

1.  PW will meet on May 1 at 5:00pm in the Café.  All women are cordially invited to attend this business 

meeting.  Immediately following the meeting, is the annual PW Birthday Party at 5:30pm in the Fellowship Hall. Bring a bowl of 

salad to share 

2.  Quilters will meet May 16 at 9:00am in the upstairs Sewing & Quilting Room to make Prayer Comforters.  

3.  Circle Bible Study will meet May 30 at 12:00 noon in the parlor.  We are on Chapter 8 of Judy Yates Siker’s study “Who is 

Jesus?  What a Difference a Lens Makes.”  Adelaide Marlatt will present the program.  All women are invited. Please bring a sack 

lunch.   

4. Treasurer’s Report:   Not available. 

5.  Castaways:   

A,  FPC’s shift days are every Monday, 8:00am to 3:00pm, when we staff and manage the store and Thursdays, 8am to 11am, 

when we do the marking.  There is plenty to do either day and the jobs are easy to learn!   

B. Pulling in May will be Wednesday, May 31 at 3:00 pm.   

6. Good Samaritans is looking for help.  If you are available, contact Janet Gaskamp or just go by and offer your help. 

Remember Good Sam’s Sunday is the first Sunday of each month to bring food items or cash. 

7. “Weekend Backpack Buddies,” -Help is needed to pack Breakfast, Lunch, and Dinner for two days for 20 children on Tuesday 

mornings.  We will vote in May whether to continue this program for school year 2017-2018. 

8.  NEET Feet-  Kelly McNeely reported no shoes purchased in March. 

9.  BEAS - No report. 

10. Cluster - Pam Roe reported on Synod of the Sun she’d attended and reminded us that the next Church-wide Gathering will 

be August 2-5, 2018 in Louisville (scholarships are available to attend.) 

11.  Mo Ranch Women’s Conference on March 24-26 was a delightful time of learning, worshipping, and resting. 

12.  Quilting Report - Barb Goodlock reported 1w prayer quilts were completed in March. 

13.  PW Birthday Party is scheduled for May 1 at 5:30.  Parkie Luce reported that the “God Provides” bulletins are here for the 

last Sunday in April which explain where the Birthday Offering goes this year.  We voted to set a $1000 goal for us to meet. 

Belinda Simons, Su Casa Director, will be here for part of the program. Janet Gaskamp will do the Minute for Mission on April 

30 on the “Least Coin Offering.”  A salad sign-up sheet was sent around for the meal at the party with candled cupcakes for 

dessert. 

14. Su Casa - We will sponsor Mother’s Day Donations to Su Casa as memorials or honorariums.  If you want your donation 

to go through the church, make the checks payable to the church and write on the memo line: Su Casa. 

 

Actions taken – PW… 

1.  …is considering doing Women’s Mo Ranch Conference in 2020 with El Divino PC in Corpus Christi.  No decisions have been 

made yet. 

2. …will start announcing summer camps registration for our children with PW paying $600 towards the week. 

3. …has ordered Easter Lillies.  Sign-up sheet is still available outside Mission Room. 

4. …is still looking for a Prayer Quilt Chair to choose quilt, make info sheet, copy enclosed letter, and mail to recipient. 

5. …voted to set a goal of $1000 for the Birthday Offering. 

6. …voted to loan Nikki Yarnall $1800 for her continuing education in criminal justice with the agreement that she will repay 

$900 by the end of the first year of completion. 

 

 News from Presbyterian Women …  
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Ministering to Women …  

To the  
P.W. Birthday Party 

Monday, May 1 
5:30 pm  

Fellowship Hall 
(following the May PW Meeting in the Café’) 

 

Bring a salad recipe to share. 
 

Guest Speaker: 
Belinda F. Simmons, Executive Director, Su Casa de Esperanza  

 

“God Provides” is our topic and our Birthday Offering will go to these three places in heed: 
 

1. First Hand Aids Rural Clinic Development, which provides health care to people 
living in rural communities in Cuba (your gift will help build, fund, stock supplies 
and staff 6 medical clinics located in Presbyterian churches in impoverished rural 
Cuba.  The clinics will supply food and medicine to the neediest people of Cuba. 

2. Family Justice Center of Georgetown and Horry Counties’ Safe Haven for Victims 
of Domestic Violence (South Carolina) which will provide shelter for victims of 
domestic violence (your gift will help them build a new shelter to serve 30-35 
individuals instead of the 11 they now help in ten suites. 

3. Paper for Water’s Navajo Water Project, which will install water systems for 
households without running water in New Mexico (your gift will provide running 
water systems to 40 families who lie on Smith Lake Navajo Reservation in New 
Mexico, instead of storing water in pots, pans and 55-gallon drums households will 
have cisterns, pumps, sinks and showers.  Access to water is an issue of social 
justice, health and sanitation. 

 
Please prayerfully and generously give as you have been blessed  

and support these life –changing projects. 
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Remember the Mother or Mother figure in your life on 

Mother’s Day ... 

by donating to Su Casa de Esperanza and empowering women to become better 
mothers, thus creating better lives for their children.  Make a donation in honor or in 
memory of the women you love! 
  
Su Casa De Esperanza 
P. O. Box 1333 
Pharr, TX 78577 
(956) 781-0276      
Fax: (956) 781-0276 
www.sucasadeesperanza.org  

 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

 
 
Please print legibly 
 
Donor Name:  _______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address: _______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Donation Amount:  $_____________________    
 
In Honor of: ________________________________________________________________________ 
 
In Memory of: ________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
You can go online  to Su Casa de Esperanza’s website at www.sucasadeesperanza.org and donate directly 

or  
make a check payable to First Presbyterian Church with “Su Casa” on the memo line  

and drop it in the offering plate along with the above form (optional.)   
 

 Presbyterian Women (continued) 
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 Ministering to Men…  Presbyterian  

(R)  3/29/17  John Watters painted the letters and 

touched up this 3-sided monument refurbished by a 

crew of Presbyterian Men comprised of  John Wat-

tes, Jad Smith, Ozzie Williams, John Marlatt, & Larry 

Cobb.   

(L)  04/24/17  After John Watters finished painting 

the message boards, side 1 of 3 was all done.   

Recap of the April 19th Men’s Breakfast and Meeting… 
 
If you didn’t make it to the April 17th meeting, you missed one of the best meals that has been served.  Michael 
Henderson took the lead in the kitchen with a recipe for a breakfast casserole that was beyond delicious.  It consisted of 
green chiles, eggs, sausage, sautéed mushrooms, and much more.  I thank him and the rest of the guys that helped setup 
and prepare the meal – Pete, Charlie, John, and Resha.  Spencer was there to tell some great stories from the police 
department.  I would also like to thank Charlie for doing the devotional and starting the meeting off with the right mood. 
 
Discussion Items: 
 
HWY 35 Sign:   John Watters reported that the sign restoration was a success, and he is almost completed pulling 

the bottom sections off to redo the lettering. 
 
Flagpole:  Michael Henderson repor ted that it would probably be a good idea to just replace the old pole with a 

new one.  He had researched pricing, and we approved him getting a new one ordered.  He also found a source for 
the flags and will place an order for new flags. 

 
Local Community Support:  

 Spencer Yarnall reported that the fire departments could use help when families are displaced due to an 
emergency. There are times when a hotel room could help a family that has nowhere else to go.  We agreed this is 
something that we would like to do as a group, and Spencer is going to call on local hotels to see if we can get a 
few on board with a discounted rate. 

 Robert Hamilton is going to meet with the scouts and find a need that we could sponsor or purchase for the group. 

 Jeremy brought up an idea that we could schedule yard days for members of the church that are having health or 
family issues. 

 
Budget: Jad Smith repor ted that we needed to formulate a budget for  the next year .  It has been determined that the 

men help at Castaway’s and the women would like to share the funding if we can provide a simple budget.  Jad and 
Charlie are going to draw up a preliminary budget to review at our next meeting. 

 
Church Needs: 

 Gym Floor – Jad thought we should work on another project that would grind and polish the gym floor 

 Discussion was held regarding the chain that closes one end of the parking lot. After talking through multiple 
ideas, it was determined that we will wait for the Session to make the decision on what needs to be done. 

 
Next month’s meeting will be held on Wednesday, May 17, at 7am.   I am looking for a volunteer to give the devotional, 
so let me know if you are interested.  Please let me know if you have any suggestions for our group or ideas for 
improvement.   
 
Thank you, 
Jeremy Schuler 
Schuler's Home Services, LLC.   
361-463-7707 
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Ministering to others through 

Prayer and 

Prayer Comforters 

Thank You card from :             Marlene Hiltunen, Hixson, Tennessee 

Prayer Comforter requested by :   her daughter, Shawn Johnston  

Date Received :              April, 2017 

Prayers for :  Diagnosed with Breast Cancer in March.  Had surgery March 16 

and began chemo and radiation treatments 2 weeks later.   

Inscription on card:   Thank You…. 

Comment:  “Dear Ladies,  I want to thank you very much for the “Prayer Comforter.”  It is a beautiful piece of work.  I have 

already had some knots put on it.  Once again, thank you very much.  Marlene Hiltunen  P.S.  Prayers are SO important in all 

aspect of life.” 

——————————————— 
 

Thank You card from :            Sandra Lashley 

Prayer Comforter requested by :  her aunt, Darline Yeoman 

Date Received :             April, 2017 

Prayers for :           Diagnosed with Breast Cancer  

Inscription on card (if any):    Thank You…. Your kindness is appreciated very much.   
 

Comment:  ”Dear Beverly,  I feel so blessed by your Prayer Comforter and have added many knots to it!  I do  feel the 

love  and prayerful support.  Aunt Darline is a blessing to me and I am anxious to see her this summer.  Thank you for 

your care and prayers.  Please pass my thanks on to your Sewing Ladies!  What a special ministry.  With Love, Sandra 

Lashley” 

——————————————— 
 

Thank You card from :            Butch and Bonnie Stephens (members of FPC)   

Prayer Comforter requested by :  Friends of Dayne & Parkie Luce 

Date Received :             April, 2017 

Prayers for :           Diagnosed with advanced Stage 4 Bone Marrow Cancer   

Inscription on card (if any):    Thank You…. Your kindness may seem simple to you, but it meant everything to me.  
  

Comment:  ”The prayer blanket is so thoughtful & beautiful.  Thank you so much.  Butch & Bonnie Stephens”   
 

——————————————— 
 

Prayer Comforter stats:    
 

75  prayer comforters were processed during 2016 

32 prayer comforters have been processed Year To Date April 28, 2017 

Our sewing ladies prepare an average of 8 to 12 prayer comforters every 3rd Tuesday working from 

9am to noon.  Oftentimes some of them will take “nearly completed” comforters home them to finish...  

If upstairs, take a peek in “The Sewing Room” Room 204 to see what an  

inspirational work environment they have created.     
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Complete list of  PRAYER CONCERNS AND CELEBRATIONS  Through 04/28/17 
Please include these individuals in your Prayers of Intercession AND notify the church office of any needed changes. 

  
Members At Home: Al Chalkley (heart,) Daniel Garcia (Multiple Myeloma cancer,) Ray Ingersoll (COPD,) Charlie Schuler; Ed & Lou Fegley 

(Manfield, TX) 
  

Members In Nursing or Care Centers:  Lois Harrington, Pat Baugh (Gulf Pointe Village;) Jeremy Jaggard; Berta Little (The Solana at 

Cinco Ranch, Houston;) Patrick Turley Brown (Holmgreen Health Care Ctr, Corpus.) 

 

Prayers for our Troops: Serving in Harms Way: Capt. Brandon Glass (Karen Glass’ son, Kay Patteson’s grandson,) Serving our 

country near and abroad: CW4 Todd Jacobson, (Bev Jacobson’s son;) Wyatt Curtiss Starr (Germany)(VeeAnn Wright’s grandson;) 

brothers AD2 Taylor Jordan (Japan) and PFC Shiloh Jordan (M/M Daniel Garcia’s grandson/Ruben Garcia’s nephews.) Airman Becca 

Harris (Annette Ledbetter’s daughter;)  

 

 

April Concerns & Celebrations    

 March 30 through April 5, including Sunday, April 2 

 Prayer Concerns:    Parkie Luce: Butch Stephens, a friend and church elder, fell and broke his hip a couple weeks ago.  He went to 

Brooke Army Medical Center for tests and then to Gulf Pointe for Physical Therapy.  Last week test results were received, he has 

advanced Stage 4 Bone Marrow Cancer.  And now on home Hospice. Parkie asked for prayer knots in his Prayer Comforter which 

needs to be delivered as soon as possible.   Veronika Camehl: Thoughts and prayers to the members of the Baptist Church in New 

Braunfels who lost so many  of their church family members in the tragic vehicle accident.  Barbara Eckelmann: Dear friend, Ann, 

fell getting out of her car and hit her head so hard she had emergency brain surgery.  Miraculously she is doing well and recovering.   

John Bradshaw: Former member Red Lister underwent surgery on Thursday, March 30, to put a stint in an artery.  He is doing well. 

Prayer Comforter Ministry:  Jill Joseph of Corpus Christi, a friend of Vicki Anderson’s, has been battling Lung Cancer. She just 

completed radiation and begins chemotherapy treatments next week.   

Prayers and sympathy of the church is extended to Fred and Barbara Fillat at the passing of daughter Lori Puccio.    

Celebrations:  Connie Schuler: Charlie received a good report after his recent CAT Scan and is now on “maintenance.”  Penney Clarke 

is 17 years cancer free, asked for 17 years for Charlie, too.  Tom Jaggard: son Jeremy and his girlfriend Brittany are in church 

visiting Rockport again and looking for jobs in hopes to relocate closer to family. 

 

April 6 through April 13, Including Sunday, April 9, 2017 

Prayer Concerns for Lauren Attaway, Ingrid Little’s future daughter in law, at the passing of her grandfather.  Gay Hejtmancik was 

informed Tuesday, April 4, a recent CAT scan showed cancer had returned in her right lung. She began chemotherapy and 

immunotherapy in Boerne on Tuesday, April 11.   Penney Clarke:  Husband Al Chalkley has been admitted to Spohn-Shoreline with 

heart failure caused by an excessive amount of water retention.  

Prayer Comforter Ministry:  Leda Wilson, a friend of Kay Patteson, is a victim of elder abuse. She has been removed from the home to 

a nursing facility where she is recovering. 

Celebrations:  Gloria Garcia: Daniel’s 86th birthday was Friday, April 7.  B.J. Edens: Gwen Hill, Al and Jeane Lind are back.   Tom 

Jaggard had 2 celebrations: Ashley, a family friend  and her 3 young sons were visiting our church; son Jeremy has found a job. 

 

 

MORE...Ministering to others 

through Prayer and 

Prayer Comforters 

(continued) 
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MORE...Ministering to others 

through Prayer and 

Prayer Comforters 

(continued) 

  April 13 through April 20, Including Sunday, April 16, 2017 

 Prayer Concerns for Al Chalkley (Penney Clarke’s husband) has been released from Spohn-Shoreline where he was undergoing treatment for 

heart failure.  Get well cards are requested.  Lou Fegley: Ed’s surgery was performed as scheduled on Monday, April 10 and released April 

11.  Lou was released from the hospital Wednesday, April 12, after a short stay for observation after she was knocked unconsc ious when she 

fell  at home. Their daughter from Chicago spent a week helping and then returned home on Easter. 

Prayer Comforter Ministry:  Kay Patteson’s friend, Leda Wilson, was discovered by a family member to be the victim of elder abuse and 

removed from the home. After a brief hospital stay she is recovering at an assisted living facility. 

Celebrations:  Connie Schuler: A blessing to have all the children and grandchildren in church and for their joyful noise.   Carlton Quick: 

Charlie married him and his wife Jennifer (Ruhman) 25 years ago in the sanctuary and then baptized both their children. Daughter Sarah 

is now  engaged.  Katie Ledbetter had two celebrations: Her grandmother is celebrating her birthday and there are only 7 weeks left of 

school. 

 

April 20 through April 28, Including Sunday, April 23, 2017 

Prayer Concerns for Bobby Little:  Home recovering from hernia surgery on Tuesday, April 25.   Sally Reynolds announced Pat Baugh is at 

Gulf Pointe, Room 203, recovering from injuries she sustained when she fell recently.  She welcomes visitors.  Pete Chamberlain:  When 

Steven Max Olsen died in a car accident recently he left three grieving children behind who are students at Rockport-Fulton High School.  

Barbara Fillat:  Expressed her and Fred’s heartfelt appreciation for all the prayers, thoughts, love and concern during the illness and 

passing of their daughter Lori Puccio.  Pati Viincent:  Fell and injured her ankle.  Our troops serving in South Korea, families who 

accompanied them, and their concerned loved ones back here in the states. 

Prayer Comforter Ministry for long-time Rockport resident and a next door neighbor of Scott & Mary Hime, Sherré 

Ernster, was diagnosed with breast cancer.  Surgery is scheduled in Houston on May 2 and then a long recovery. 

Prayers and sympathy of the church are extended to Dr. Dana Mercer, her siblings, extended family and friends at the 

loss of her mother, and First Presbyterian Church member, Julie D. Mercer,  on Wednesday, April 26. 
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8th Annual Crawfish Boil 

Paying Tribute  

to our Military 
 

Benefiting: 
Coastal Bend Troop Support, Inc 

“Sending care packages  
to our American Heroes”  

“Letting them know we care.” 
 

Paws & Taws Convention Center 

402 N Fulton Beach Rd. Fulton, TX 

Sat. , May 27, 2017  11am - 4pm 

Plate of crawfish and fixings $20.00  
 

 Corpus Christi Veterans Band @12:30 

 Live Auction 2pm 

 Silent & Chinese Auctions 

 Drawing for a free fishing trip for Veterans and 

active military 

 Dr Arnold Gonzalez with his portraits of our  

South Texas Fallen Heroes 

 Larry Chilcoat with the K-9 war dog monument  

 

 Hotdogs and other beverages also available 
 

Join us, enjoy delicious food and pay tribute to those who gave the ultimate 
sacrifice so we have the freedom to enjoy our lives  

                                 

 CONTACT CARLA REED @ 361-438-0540 Coastal Bend Troop Support, Inc is a 501C3 public 
charity organization.  P.O. Box 742, Rockport, TX 78381-0742   

 

MINISTERING TO VETERANS &  THEIR 
FAMILIES THROUGH USE OF OUR 

FACILITIES…  
“Veterans Outreach Center” 

900 East Laurel Street 
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There are a few events coming up in May to share with you:  

 May 6th, 9:30am - 12:30pm, Del Mar Economic Center is hosting a free Legal Clinic for Veterans.  No Vet has 

to pay for wills.  If you need more information, please contact Martin Longoria. He is the Nueces County 

Veterans Service Officer at 361-888-0820 or email:  Martin.Longoria@nuecesco.com 

 The weekend of May 12 -13, the 6th Annual Colton Rusk Memorial Team Roping and Auction.  This event 

benefits The Colton Rusk Memorial Scholarships awarded to graduating seniors at Orange Grove High School 

where Colton attended.  Doors open Friday, May 12th, 5:30pm and the dinner and auction will start.  If you 

have never attended this before, the Rusk Family and Friends do an awesome job and the dinner is always 

spectacular!  The Team Roping starts around noon on Saturday, May 13th.  It is held at the San Patricio 

County Fairgrounds in Sinton.  219 W 5th St, Sinton, TX 78387 

 

 Saturday, May 20th, 10:00am, Patriotic Ceremony honoring Armed Forces Day at the Ben Garza Gym, 1815 

Howard, Corpus Christi, hosted by The American Legion Post 28.  (A reminder that all ceremonies for this 

year will be held at the Ben Garza Gym due to the construction going on at Sherrill Park.)    

 Saturday, May 27th, 11:00am to 4:00pm, 8th Annual Crawfish Boil and Auction at the Paws & Taws Convention 

Center in Fulton, TX.  Benefits the Coastal Bend Troop Support Center.  Come out and help support this 

special group who sends out care packages to our troops.  They are always looking for volunteers also for 

the Crawfish Boil and at the Center.   

 Monday, May 29th, 1:00pm the annual Memorial Day ceremony at Veterans Memorial Park hosted by various 

local government agencies and groups. 

 

 

MINISTERING TO VETERANS &  THEIR 
FAMILIES THROUGH USE OF OUR 

FACILITIES…  
“Veterans Outreach Center” 

900 East Laurel Street 

mailto:Martin.Longoria@nuecesco.com
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Remember: 
  Armed forces day on Saturday, may 21 
 

  And …      Monday, May 29. 

 

The Honor and Remember Flag was created to serve as a national symbol that specifically acknowledges the sacrifice of 

men and women in the United States Armed Forces who have given their lives for their country in over two centuries if 
America's history. Flag Symbolism: The Red Field represents the blood spilled by brave men and women in America’s military 
throughout our history, who willingly gave their lives so that we all would remain free. The Blue Star represents active 
service in military conflict. This symbol originated with World War I, but on this flag it signifies service through all 
generations from the American Revolution to present day. The White Border surrounding the gold star recognizes the purity 

of sacrifice. There is no greater price an American can pay than to give his or her life in service to our country. The Gold 
Star signifies the ultimate sacrifice of a warrior in active service who will not return home. Gold reflects the value of the life 
that was given. The Folded Flag signifies the final tribute to an individual life that a family sacrificed and gave to the nation. 
The Flame is an eternal reminder of the spirit that has departed this life yet burns on in the memory of all who knew and 
loved the fallen hero.  

 

Memorial Day, May 29 - HONOR & REMEMBER 
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FYIs and UPDATES: 

  
1. FPC is the scheduled host on May 2 so please mark your calendars.   We 

will need a lot of volunteers since our loyal Winter Texan helpers have 
departed WE NEED ALL THE HELP WE CAN GET.  FPC’s Meal 
Coordinator and lead cook, Mike Revel, and his trusty assistants will 
be preparing our traditional meat loaf meal.  

 
2. All are invited to volunteer for The Community Table.  Choose from the following are shifts 

and arrive at the designated time, then park and enter on Magnolia Street.  The 
doors are opened and serving starts at  4:30 and ends at 6:00.   

     Report 
Shift Time  Comments     
Cooks TBA  Check with Mike Revel -Team leader 
Set up crew   3:30  Need 4+  
Platers     4:15  Check with Mike Revel -Team leader 
Servers    4:15  Need 8+ to cover 2 of 17 tables 
Busers    4:15  Need 8+ to cover 2 of 17 tables 
Beverage Crew   4:15  Check with “The Beverage Lady,” Gloria 
Greeter    4:30  Need 1+ to share or trade off at entrance 
Dishwashers   4:30  Need 4+  
Clean up /closing crew  5:30  A.K.A. “The Forgotten Shift”  Need 4+ 

 
3.  May’s serving schedule and FPC Coordinators 

 

Date  Host Church   FPC Coordinator 
May 02    *FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH*  Kelly McNeely 
May 09    Holy Cross Lutheran Church  Veronika Camehl 
May 16    Sacred Heart Catholic Church  Sally Reynolds 
May 23    First Baptist Church   Janet Gaskamp 
May 30 *FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH*   T.B.D. 
 

STATS from April meals: 

04:  Baked chicken, mashed potatoes with gravy, corn  

Dessert: Neapolitan ice cream  

Number Served:   247 adults, 44 children Host: Episcopal Church 

Comment from host:  Love that chicken!.    

11:  Baked chicken w/mushroom gravy, rice pilaf, corn, Caesar salad, garlic bread  

Dessert:  Ice cream 

Number Served:  197    Host: Coastal Oaks Church 
18:  Pork loin roast, mashed potatoes w/gravy, green beans w/onions & bacon, 

garlic bread  

Dessert:  Ice cream with cookies 
Number Served:   204    Host:  Methodist Church 

Comment from host:  Very good - plenty of servers/platers, 

perhaps ask for more on the clean-up crew. 

25:  Sloppy Joes with pickles, Potato Salad, Cole Slaw, Pinto Beans & potato chips   

Dessert:  Assorted cookies 

Number Served:  235    Host:  First Baptist Church 

Comment from host:  Yummy food;  happy helpers! 

 

Beverages served weekly:  Iced Tea (Sweet and Unsweet, ) Coffee,  Iced Water 

MINISTERING TO THE COMMUNITY   

through the use of our facilities …    

The Community Table  

Floral arrangements 

donated by Ingrid Little 

from her son Ted’s 

wedding filled the gym with 

color and aroma 4/25    

The new meal 

coordinator for First 

Baptist Church is  

Maria Seaman (r) with 

Shelley Schumnn (l) 

and Linda Balyeat (c) 
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May 1 Joann McLester 
May 6 Lou Fegley 

 Bill Mitchener 
 Jeff Patterson 
May 7 Caro Jackson 
May 8 Marie (Bonnie) Rendon 
May 10 Jan Haun 
 Al Lind 
May 11 Susan O’Bryant 
May 12 Jon Gaskamp 
May 13 Amanda Schuler 
May 15 Bruce Goodlock 
May 16 Karlee Friebele 
May 17 Pam Roe 
May 18 Byron Fields 
May 19 Boo Fields 
 Nikki Yarnall 
May 24 Elaine McMurry 
May 26 Mary Hime 
May 27 Reba Marton 
May 28 Dr. Stan Haun 

 
If your birthday is not listed, please 
call the church office and let us 
know.  We want our records to be 
accurate and include everyone. 

Odds and Ends….. 

Recipe from Caren Cobb 
 

PIMENTO CHEESE 
 

 1 pound grated sharp cheddar cheese 

 1/2 pound grated pepper jack cheese (she substituted jalapeno 

jack) 

 1 4-oz can diced pimentos 

 1/4 tsp. garlic powder 

 4 tbsp. sliced and chopped pickled jalapenos 

 About 1/2 tsp. freshly ground black pepper 

 Pinch cayenne 

 About 1 tbsp. Tobasco’ 

 2/3 cup mayonnaise (she increased to 3/4 cup to spread easier) 
 

Mix all ingredients together.  Serve on crackers or with arugula on 

sandwich for a nice variation. 

 
... FOR  SUMMER  FUN  EVENTS at 
       PIRATES LANDING 
 

LOOKING FOR TWO MIDDLE SCHOOL and 
HIGH SCHOOL  FUN-LOVING PEOPLE TO 

SERVE AS JR. COUNSELORS  FOR OUR 
SUMMER WEEKEND EVENTS.   

 
RACK UP YOUR COMMUNITY SERVICE 

HOURS TO QUALIFY FOR  CHAMBER 
LEADERSHIP GROUP.   

 
KNOWLEDGE  OF ELECTRONIC EQUIPMENT 

IS A REAL PLUS, BUT NOT NECESSARY.   
 

IF INTERESTED, EMAIL 
PIRATESLANDING12@GMAIL.COM   
WITH YOUR NAME AND CONTACT 

INFORMTION AND WE WILL GET 
BACK TO YOU.   

 
Adelaide  Marlatt 

… Jim Mathias who has donated a large assortment of groceries and other items to our church pantry.   
On Easter he left the following  note on my desk after depositing more items in my office. 
 
“To one and all, I hope the contents here within will help fill your pantry and take care of those in need.    
God Bless & Happy Easter, Jim Matias  P.S.  In memory of my wife, Stacy.” 

From The Church Lady to... 

mailto:PIRATESLANDING12@GMAIL.COM
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More Odds and Ends….. 

 

... in the United S tates  is annually held on the second Sunday of May. It celebrates 

motherhood and it is a time to appreciate mothers and mother figures, including grandmothers, great-
grandmothers, stepmothers, and foster mothers. 
 

Background 
The origins of Mother's Day are attributed to different people. Many believe that two women, Julia Ward Howe and Anna Jarvis were 

important in establishing the tradition of Mother's Day in the United States. Other sources say that Juliet Calhoun Blakely initiated Mother’s 

Day in Albion, Michigan, in the late 1800s. Her sons paid tribute to her each year and urged others to honor their mothers. 

 
Around 1870, Julia Ward Howe called for Mother's Day to be celebrated each year to encourage pacifism and disarmament amongst women. It 

continued to be held in Boston for about ten years under her sponsorship, but died out after that. 

 

In 1907, Anna Jarvis held a private Mother's Day celebration in memory of her mother, Ann Jarvis, in Grafton, West Virginia. Ann Jarvis had 

organized "Mother's Day Work Clubs" to improve health and cleanliness in the area where she lived. Anna Jarvis launched a quest for 

Mother's Day to be more widely recognized. Her campaign was later financially supported by John Wanamaker, clothing merchant from 

Philadelphia. 

 

In 1908, she was instrumental in arranging a service in the Andrew's Methodist Episcopal Church in Grafton, West Virginia, which was 

attended by 407 children and their mothers. The church has now become the International Mother's Day Shrine. It is a tribute to all mothers 

and has been designated as a National Historic Landmark. 

. 

First of all, why select carnations at all for Mother's Day? A simple answer is that carnations have traditionally been associated with this day 

on which mothers are honored. According to a legend, this association goes back to the passion of the Christ. Seeing Christ's sufferings, his 
mother Mary shed tears, which fell on the ground. These tears are supposed to have turned into the fragrant and beautiful carnations. 

 

There are different meanings associated with carnations of different colors. It is important to know the colors and their associated meanings 

in order to express your thoughts and emotions by gifting your mother with carnations of the right color.  

 

In general, carnations convey love, purity, and admiration. Among carnations of different colors white is the most popular. 

 

According to Anna Jarvis, one of the pioneers of the Mother’s Day celebrations in the United States, white carnations symbolized the virtues 
of motherhood. According to her that whiteness stood for purity, faithfulness, love, charity, and beauty. 

 

What Different Colors of Carnations Signify 
Light red carnations express admiration. Dark red symbolizes great love and affection. White carnations indicate purity, love, peace, 

tranquility, and good fortune Pink carnations specially stand for “always on my mind”.  

 

To Honor Living and Mothers who have passed away 

People use carnations of different colors to indicate whether you are showing your 
love and respect for a mother who is alive or deceased. Red and pink carnations are 

meant to honor a mother who is alive and white carnations are used to honor the 
memory of a mother. 
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