
Volume 15 - Issue 10                                                       2012    
“People ministering to people for Christ’s sake.” 

 

On October 7, we will observe World Communion Sunday and receive the Peacemaking 

Offering.  On this day we join with Christians around the world to celebrate the unity 

that we find at the Table of the Lord.  We also receive the Peacemaking Offering to 

support the efforts of our congregation, and denomination to spread the peace of 

Christ.  Our congregation will use 25% of the Offering for local peacemaking 

activities.  The other 75% will help our partners in Mission Presbytery, Synod of the 

Sun, and the General Assembly as they work on behalf of God’s peacemaking 

throughout the world.   

   

Meeting of Mission Presbytery: 
Mission Presbytery will meet at First Presbyterian Church, McAllen, October 26 and 27.   Charlie and 

Elder Commissioners will be attending. 

  

 Wednesday Night Supper and Study: 
Wednesday Night Supper and Study has resumed with a study of the Book of Proverbs.  As 

always, supper is served at 5:30; the study begins at 6:00 and ends by 7:00.  Come join us 

for food, fellowship, and study, and BRING YOUR BIBLE! 
 

NOTE:  If you (and your team?) would be willing to prepare a fellowship meal, please call and 

get on the schedule. 

  

 Texts And Sermons: 
October 07 -- Revelation 6:12-17 “The Wrath Of The Lamb” (World Communion Sunday) 

October 14 -- Jonah 3:1-5,10   “Where Is Your Nineveh?” 

October 21 -- Revelation 16:12-21 “Armageddon Out Of Here!” 

October 28 -- Revelation 1:4-8 “The Home Of God” (An Open Letter To The Church) 

 

Adult Sunday School:  
The Adult class is completing its study of “Wishful Thinking, A Seeker’s ABC” by Frederick Buechner, and 

will begin a new series.  All are welcome to join the study, which meets in the Café area at 9:30. 

  

 

And Study 
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THE YEAR OF THE BIBLE! 
 

We are almost there: this is the last month of readings in our Year of the Bible; time to 

make a run for the final goal.  From the Old Testament, we will be reading the so-called 

Minor Prophets; from the New Testament, the Revelation to John.  And with that we will 

conclude our Year of the Bible, although it is our sincere hope that you will not stop 

reading your Bible just because our Year of the Bible has come to an end!  Maybe you 

should start over?  In any case, we will soon be distributing much-coveted Certificates of 

Completion, celebrating the end of our shared journey through Scripture.   

 

Weekly YOTB Questions during September 
By Kim Thompson 

09/02/12 
Who is the Babylonian king at the time Zedekiah, the last king of Judah, is carried off into captivity? 
 

Who helps Joseph of Arimathea bury Jesus? 
 
09/09/12 
What two Old Testament figures does James point to as he insists that works must accompany faith? 
 

Which writer recommends that our long-range planning should keep in mind the saying, "If the Lord 
wishes"? 
 
09/16/12 
Which two Old Testament people does James mention as examples of patient endurance and effective 
prayer? 
 

To what does Peter compare the elders in the church?  
 
09/23/12 
Where do you find the vision of the dry bones? 
 

If you found some of the things in Paul's epistles difficult to understand, you may enjoy especially a 
comment in 2 Peter 3.  What is it? 
 
09/30/12 
According to 1 John, anyone who hates his brother can be compared to what Old Testament character? 
 

In Ezekiel's vision of a new temple and new city of Jerusalem, what does he say the city will be called? 

 Church Officer Nominating Committee 
The committee has begun its work of discernment, seeking the will of God regarding those called to serve the 

church as elders, and your prayers for this work are earnestly requested.  Also, your suggestions for nominees 

would be appreciated.  You may offer for the committee’s consideration your own name, or that of any other 

church member you feel may be called by God to serve.  Committee members are: Elders Sara Craven and Lu-

cille Rainwater; at large members Peggy Bear, Janet Gaskamp, and Ed Rainwater. 
 

Eligibility Note: Any member whose name appears on the Active Roll of First Presbyterian Church is eligible 

for consideration as an Elder. . 
 

Process: The Church Officer Nominating Committee will present a slate of nominees to be elected to the  

Class of 2015 at the Fall Meeting of the Congregation. 
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Fall / Winter 2012 Youth Calendar 
 

September 
 

 16 3:00 - 5:00 - Games, Snacks, and Stuff 

     “Does God Have A Purpose For Your Life? - Part 1” 

   

 23 3:00 – 5:00  - Games, Snacks, and Stuff 

     “Does God Have A Purpose For Your Life? - Part 2” 

 

 30 3:00 – 6:00   -  Road Trip – The Cupcake Shoppe, Port Aransas 

 

October 
 

07 3:00 – 5:00  - Games, Snacks, and Stuff 

     “Does God Have A Purpose For This Group?” 

 

14 1:00 – 3:30 - “After Lunch At The Movies” 

 

21 3:00 – 6:00 - Road Trip (t.b.a.) 

 

28 3:00 – 5:00  - Games, Snacks, and Stuff 

      “What Does It Mean To Be Re-formed?” 

 

November 
 

 04 3:00 – 5:00 -  “Turkeys and Pilgrims?” 

 

 11 1:00 – 3:30 - “After Lunch At The Movies” 

 

 18 3:00 – 5:00  - Games, Snacks, and Stuff 

     “What Are You Thankful For?” 

 

  (November 21-24 Thanksgiving Break) 

 

 25 No Meeting (Thanksgiving Weekend) 

 

December 

 
 02 3:00 – 5:00  - Games, Snacks, and Stuff 

     “Whose Birthday Is It Anyway?” 

 

 09 1:00 – 3:30 - “After Lunch At The Movies” 

 

 16  Mall Crawl 

 

 23 No Meeting   (Christmas Weekend) 

 

  (December 24 – January 04 - Winter Break) 

 

 30 No Meeting (Lock in on Monday, December 31st) 
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Treasurer’s Report 
Year to Date as of:  August 31, 2012 

 

Kay Stanley, Treasurer 

 

 

    Year to Date   Actual Aug. 2011   2012 Budget 
 

Income  $191,718   $216,705  $201,735 

 
Expenses    $199,572    $215,064     $239,769 

 
 

 

 

FROM THE FELLOWSHIP COMMITTEE : 

 

SUNDAY OCTOBER 14  is PASTOR APPRECIATION DAY! 
 

 

We will have an ITALIAN POT LUCK theme and tell our Pastor how much we 

appreciate him!      GRAZIE, CHARLIE !  

 

   BUON APPETITO !   BUONA CUCINA ! 
 

Bring an Italian dish to share and stay for lunch.   Let’s all tell Charlie how much we 

truly appreciate his leadership, messages, counsel, and hard work every day to try and keep us on the 

“right road”.   Lunch will be in the Fellowship Hall after the 11 o’clock service. B U O N 

APPETIT!   

 

 

Dessert is being provided by Gary and Rita Gilbert in celebration of their 25th Wedding Anniversary and 

renewal of their vows during the 11 o’clock worship service.   

 

(Editor’s Note:  The Gilbert’s open invitation to the congregation can be found on the back of the calendar.) 

 

And remember: 

AMORE

PREGARE’ RISA
TA 

VI-
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From the  

 

    happenings  by Veronika Camehl 

We are once again back to our traditional 2 services and  are still thrilled with the improvements to the 
sanctuary... the sound system is first rate and the music is getting better every Sunday, who knew a choir of 
only 6 members could have such a sound (great job). 
 
The Worship Committee welcomes your comments and suggestions.  Please feel free to talk with any member 
(Lois Atwood, Veronika Camehl, Mindy Durham, Holly Hamilton, Katie Henderson, Caro Jackson, Yvonne 
Jaggard, Jad Smith,  Kim Thompson, and Charlie Schuler) 
 
Our thanks to the following for their continued dedication to FPC: 
 Communion preparer   Debbie Shedden. 
 Communion servers  Lois Atwood, Gary Gilbert, and Kelly McNeely. 
 Wine provided by   Sally Reynolds. 
 

 Head usher duties were shared by  Johnny Jackson and Sally Reynolds. 
 Head ushers for October are   Joe Bear and Gary Gilbert. 

 
Make plans to attend the 11:00 service on Oct. 14.....it will be a special 
event (something to do with love, vows, and 2 of our special members) 

Dear Presbyterians of Rockport, 
 
     The VBS Gurus (the 2012 VBS planning team)  have met, evaluated Dive Deep with 
God  for the summer of 2012, praised what went well, and decided what needs to be 
changed for next year to improve our super exciting event. 
 
     Praise went to the teachers/youth helpers/adults with key roles, the snack makers, 
the youth from Presbyterian Children’s Home of Waxahachie, the curriculum,  the 
yummy lunches and dinners, the awesome decorations, and everything that went into 
making it a highly successful week filled with learning, laughter, and Christian love. 
 
     Now we have already begun planning next year’s VBS.  We have set the tentative date of July 8-12.  We 
have the curriculum choices, we have a planning team, and we are going to use the PCH kids again and piggy-
back on the Island Presbyterian Church’s VBS.  We even have a blue-print and time line for the months leading 
up to VBS.  But what we need is a VBS Coordinator who will hold all of this planning together, be the 
person who can answer the questions from all the parties involved, and gather the information we all 
need when we have lost ours. 
 

     Please prayerfully consider whether God is calling you to help with 
such an exciting endeavor.   Think about being the coordinator of a 
really great group of people who volunteer their time and talents.  Think 
about the joy you would share each day with the young people who 
come to VBS. Think about being God’s loyal servant filling a need in 
your church.  Then, call Kay Patteson and tell her she can retire 
from coordinating VBS, but still continue to help!!! 

 
Sincerely, 

 The 2012 VBS Planning Team 

From the VBS  Committee  
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Needed  

 
Music Department “Notes”  ... 

      by Yvonne Jaggard, Music Director 
 

Rehearsals resumed September 10 with 12 bell ringers!  It was good to have the core group back and 
delightful to welcome the return of others who have been away.  
 

We performed our first piece of this new season doing a Prelude on September 30 called “In Joyful 
Praise!” by Douglas E. Wagner based on the hymn tune “Hymn to Joy” and “Tallis’s Canon.” It was a 
fun and energetic piece enjoyed by the congregation.  (Thank you Connie Schuler for always being 
willing to substitute for an absent bell ringer!)  Our next performance date has not been scheduled as 
of this writing, but I can tell you it will be the ever popular “Crown Him With Many Crowns” by 
George J. Elvey.    
 

Our weekly practice sessions are Monday at 5:30 p.m. and last 30 minutes.  If listening to the Hand 
Bell Choir the last 7 years has appeared fun and interesting - it is! Come check us out!  We practice 
upstairs across from the balcony.    

 

“Ding-A-Lings” have great fun making “a joyful noise unto the Lord.” 
 

 
Chancel Choir  The choir will again sing its weekly anthem as the Offertory to lighten my load 
while doing “double duty” as keyboardist until one is hired.     
 

Selections for October are: 
October 7:   “We Remember Him Today” Words and music by Jay Althouse;  
October 14:  Special Music  
October 21:  “He Is My Peace” Words and music by Dennis Allen (This one is a choir favorite.)   
October 28:  “Christ Be With Me”  Words and music by Phillip Kevern and Travis Cottrell 
November 4:  “Communion Song” Words and music by Barry McGuire”  Arr. by Tom Fettke;  
  

Our choir slowly dwindled away after high school students graduated and left 
for college.  The result is - We need more voices!  We rehearse in the 
Sanctuary on Wednesday evenings immediately following Supper and Supper 
at 7 o’clock.  If you like to sing JOIN US for a fun, relaxing hour making music. 

 
Chancel Choir:  Child Care is available during rehearsals!  
Should you have a youngster needing supervision, a certified child care 
attendant is staffing the nursery for Wednesday night rehearsals.   This service 
is at no charge. 
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FROM THE InREACH COMMITTEE... 

Our church family has been fortunate to welcome several new 

members this year.  We know you have enjoyed the past 

two articles acquainting you with them. This month we are 

proud to introduce …  

Eileen (Hubbell) Mangham ... 

 

Eileen was born January 1926 in Cleveland, Ohio, and has always been a 

Presbyterian.   Her great-grandfather was a Presbyterian minister in Dayton, Ohio, 

as well as her grandfather, who ministered in Cleveland.   Her great grand father 

astounded the people in a little farming community by appearing at church in a 

long tailcoat and high silk hat.   

 

While sixteen her father was recalled back into the army - a year before Pearl Harbor.  

The family spent most of their time at bases in Texas (she attended 4 high schools 

in a 2 year period.)  After receiving her nursing degree in San Antonio she enlisted 

in the U.S. Navy and spent World War II in Long Beach, California.  It was there 

she met her husband, 2Lt Felix Mangham, an air force  pilot.  Back then couples 

were not allowed to marry if both served in the armed services, so she had to resign 

her commission to became an air force wife.  They had 3 children, traveled and 

lived in many different places.  Though Felix flew all over, her only time out of the 

country was 3 years in Bermuda - she says it was “...not exactly a vacation!”   

 

Felix retired at the rank of Major in 1964 and they lived in Houston, Colorado and 

New Mexico.  After he passed away in 2005 she moved to Colorado and 

ultimately came to Rockport with her daughter, Virginia.   

 

One of life’s big adventures was living in Houston at the time of the 2008 Hurricane 

and not having electricity for 11 days.   

 

Eileen’s hobby at present is making crocheted comfort afghans for children, over 100 

so far.  A missionary has taken some overseas,  3 went to Afghanistan and several 

more were sent to the Presbyterian Children’s Home in Waxahachie (with the help 

of Theresa Smith.)  

 

She says, “This community and church is one of the nicest places of all.  The people are 

so warm and nice."  

 

Once you meet Eileen you will agree … she might be 86, the grand mother to 6 and a 

great grand mother to 1, but she’s very VERY young at heart!   

 

——————————————— 

 

Annette Ledbetter and her family will be featured in next month’s issue! 

   
 

The In-Reach Committee,  
 

Sara Craven       

Lucille Rainwater 

Sandy Swanson 
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Women, opportunities for growth and service 

and a time to have fellowship with other women in 

the church continue in the month of October. Please mark your calendars for the following experiences. 

1.  PW monthly meeting will be Tuesday, October 2, at 10:00 am in the parlor.  Come join us as we 

continue to  plan for our year together. 

2.   Circle Meeting will be Tuesday, October 9 at 12:00 pm in the parlor.  Pati Vincent will again be 

leading our study of the Epistles, entitled Living in a Community and the Household of God.  We are ready 

for Chapter 2. Bring a sack lunch, and come share in the learning and discussion. 

3.    Tuesday, October 16 from 9:00 am-12 pm next to the nursery, the quilting 

group will meet. We will be working on laundry bags for the Children’s Home and more 

prayer quilts.   Come join us! There are many jobs to complete these items! 

4.    Our women are at Castaways on Mondays (8:00-3:00) and Thursdays (8:00-11:00) 

every week.  We need some more help from the folks who live here. There is plenty to do 

and the jobs are easy to learn!  However, we need more donations!!!  Help!!!  Please join us 

for a really a fun time with other women, and of course, with those men who keep us 

hopping!  Hope to see you there on Mondays /Thursday mornings.  Castaways deposit for 

July was $6963.12. (Also, please see article about new building and the plans to begin in 

March of 2013!) 

5.   Thank you for your school supply donations.  Not only did the men donate $200, but the women did, 

also.  We have lots of supplies to distribute to the five schools. Thanks!!! 

6.  Decisions made at September meeting: 

a.  PW received requests for 50 pairs of shoes through Neet Feet. 

b. Good Samaritans requested PW give money on  their October Day of Giving. Also, wanted Neet 

Feet letters to be at the schools’ counselors for the beginning of the year. 

c.  BEAS reported that Amy Wells is registered for one class and tuition was paid by PW. 

d.  Summer PW expenses included  

John Knox Camp- $4620 (10 kids),  

Bible Study-$264, 

Church door repairs- $7436,  

BEAS scholarship- $483.    

Also, the Birthday Offering in May was $430. 

e. Adelaide Marlatt thanked PW for Pirates Landing monies. 

f.  Choir robes are here and they look amazing! Thanks, PW! 

g.  New Christmas Trees are here for the Advent Season.  Thanks, PW! 

h.  PW donated $3000 to Community Table upon request. Thanks, PW! 

i.  Request for name tags for Castaways was approved. Also, Theresa Smith will research 

possibilities for new PW shirts to wear there. 

j.  Upper Room devotional booklets will be moved to the library area where they are 

more accessible. 

k.  Chair cushion replacements was discussed.  Theresa Smith will research this and report back.   

L.  Minutes of the PW meeting will be emailed to all women.  If you would like to 

receive minutes by email, please contact Theresa Smith with your email address.   
 

Connie Schuler, Publicity Chair 

 

Ministering to Women …   
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Oh, the power of a simple gift!   
“Operation Christmas Child” toy drive 

 

 God uses Operation Christmas Child to touch the lives of Philippine 

children living in dire conditions. 
 
It smells so strongly of trash and cow dung at the big garbage dump outside of Manila that most people 
hold handkerchiefs to their noses to block some of the smell. No one wants to visit this area.  And yet 
there are people who live and work here.  These people are lower-class Filipinos. They collect bottles and other pieces of trash to 
sell. Their houses sit right on the edge of the dump site and are made of trash 

 
The children in this area are quiet but happy. Boys run shirtless through 
small patches of grass with a soccer ball. Girls watch and giggle in their crisp, 
white school blouses and plaid skirts. They’ve just finished a day of school 
and walked home under the hot and sticky June sun.  Today, the smiles are 
a little wider. On the walk home, the children cradle Operation Christmas 
Child shoe boxes underneath their elbows. 
 
This was a special day at school, a day of surprises. Although the teachers 
had tried to keep it a secret, the children had found out that they would 
receive gifts, and they were excited. Before she received her shoe box, 8-year

-old Joy listed the things she wanted.  “School supplies … slippers … a pencil case … a pencil … anything that can be used for  
writing … and shoes.”  She paused between each item as if she was afraid to say that she wanted more than one thing. Only after 
being prompted did she continue her list.  Nine-year-old Ralph slowly listed what he wanted, too.  “School supplies, school bag, a T
-shirt, shoes and socks.” 
 
All of these are simple things that most American children take for granted. But in impoverished areas like this one, school supplies 
and basic clothing make a huge difference.  “Education is the only way out,” said Marlin, pastor of the church that arranged the 
shoe box distribution at the school. “OCC will make a difference for them.”   With new school supplies, the children will have more 
opportunities in class.  
 
But the shoe boxes don’t just offer physical items to make life better for children. The gifts also present an opportunity to  learn 
about the Gospel.  That’s exactly what Ralph did. When he accepted his gift, he also accepted Christ. As he kicks a soccer ball to a 
friend, his smile isn’t just because of his new toys. Now he has found God’s love.  Ralph and his friends were offered “The Greatest 

Gift of All” booklet with their gifts, which explains the story of Christ and salvation 
through Him. Ralph said he is excited to learn more about Jesus. He is blessed because 
his mother is also a Christian, and she taught him about Christ even before he believed. 
 
Joy also received the booklet, but she didn’t look at it as soon as she received it. She said 
she wanted to look at it later. When she reads “The Greatest Gift of All,” there is hope 
that she too will find Christ’s love. 
 
At the end of the day, the 
smiling faces at the dump 
pick up their last bottles and 
throw them into bags. Then 
they walk the short distance 
to their houses. 
 

Children have finished playing soccer and are helping to prepare the 
evening meal. Over dinner, they will talk about their day at school. 
Parents will see every gift in the shoe boxes, and they, too, will hear 
about how Jesus loves them. 
 
 

 Shirley Latham, Project Coordinator, Presbyterian Women 
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How wonderful that so many generous, clever folks in our congregation found the new location of the 

Good Samaritan donation baskets in the “Mission Room” and USED THEM.  You can now find the envelops 

for cash donations in a wooden bowl on a little table just inside the door of the newly redecorated 

vestibule  (ie:  the ‘meeting-for-coffee-between-Sunday-School-and-Church-Services’ area. ) 

 

Good Samaritan’s continued serving Aransas County residents in approximately the 

same numbers as in 2011.  During August, 2012, visits with clients numbered 

approximately 26 per day.  While the amount of financial assistance to those clients 

is closely following what had been budgeted for 2012, the amount of food given to 

families has risen about 4%.  Thus, the contributions by our congregation in BOTH 

non-perishable food items AND cash are much needed and well used.   

 

Good Samaritans of Rockport/Fulton is one of just two organizations in Aransas 

County designated to receive funds from the ‘Day of Giving’ appeal by the Coastal 

Bend Community Foundation.  For 2012, that day is November 15
th

.  This is our major, yearly fundraiser 

and gifts given on this day in November are a major part of the yearly budget.   

 

The ‘giving’ is done only on the internet on this one designated day.  Donors must access the Coastal 

Bend Community Foundation website and select ‘Day of Giving’ option.  Giving is accomplished via 

credit card, the amount of the donation is added to the credit card along with a small fee.  If donations 

reach a specified level, then GS will receive matching funds from CBCF.  

 

Folks who wish to donate but need help with the computer and internet, can contact the church office 

and help will be forthcoming.  The November issue of Pres-by-Lines will again detail how you can 

participate in this once-a-year, major fundraiser for Good Samaritans.     

Vee Ann Wright 

Ministering to others… in our community 

News from Castaways 
 

The crew at Castaways has had a busy summer, and now we are preparing to 

dive into the fall and winter seasons.  Monday is our day to run the shop and 

receive donations.  (If you don’t come on Monday, please remember to say that 

your donation is for the Presbyterians!) Thursday is our marking day. Both 

days have room for more volunteers, so come down and see what it is all 

about.  There is a lot of work to do, but we always have fun.  We are eagerly 

awaiting the arrival of our winter family—they add a lot of laughter to 

Castaways, and we love the extra help.  
 

The Presbyterian Women are busy planning for their annual Christmas Sale.  Remember to 

clean out your Christmas closet early—we need your gently used things, and you’ll have room 

to buy new things for this year.   
 

The planning for our new store is underway.  We are all eager to have storage onsite and a 

safe, clean work environment.  Of course, more room in the salesroom will be great, too.  It is a 

very exciting time for the organization started so long ago by a few women and a few 

churches working together!!!   
 

By Theresa Smith 
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          “THE COMMUNITY TABLE” 
 

serving schedule is as follows: 
02  St. Peter’s Episcopal Church 

09  Coastal Oaks Church 

16   UNCLAIMED (First Presbyterian Church ?) **** 

23  First United Methodist Church 

30  First Baptist Church 

 

Once again THE PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN have saved the day by giving $3000 to buy the food for 

the meals that our Church is responsible for serving.  This generous donation should carry us into the 

new year.  A heartfelt thank you to all the hard working Castaway volunteers who give so much time 

and effort to make this gift  possible. 
 

The number of attendees steadily rose week by week to approximately 275+ by the end of 

September.  We seem to be reaching more young families than in the past.   
 

The Lions Club filled a vacancy on Tuesday, September 18 and did a very good job for the second 

time this year.   
 

We are exploring the exciting possibility of including the Rockport-Fulton High School Culinary Arts 

program as part of The Community Table.  The practical experience and opportunity of planning, 

preparing, and serving meals on such a large scale in a commercial kitchen could make our high school  

a leader  in the State.  The opportunity of our teens to provide such  needed community service to 

the less privileged of Aransas has many positive aspects as well.  Discussions with the School staff 

are just beginning and could take months, so “stay tuned” and keep your fingers crossed! 
 

**** NOTE:  As indicated in the above October serving schedule, October 16 was not claimed, 

so First Presbyterian Church will have to host it.  I will be in contact with our cooks once a 

menu has been planned.  Volunteers to help set up, serve, and clean up are always needed. 

 
Pete Chamberlain, Phone 463-9086 

 

Ministering to the community through use of our facilities... 

Ministering to others…  

  through Prayer and Prayer Comforters 

To Kim Thompson and all others involved in the making of Paul Klemm’s beautiful 

prayer quilt,  

 

Thank you, your thoughtfulness meant so much.  The prayer quilt you so lovingly 

created is so beautiful and such a wonderful reminder of the prayers your congregation 

is lifting up on our behalf. 

 

Thank you all so very much.   The Klemm Family  



 

12 

Ministering to Men …  

We will meet for our Men’s meeting and lunch on 

Tuesday, October 2 in the Café.  Menu is to be 

determined but it is hoped that we will be 

grilling on the modernized natural gas grill.  

Boyd Braniff volunteered to oversee this project 

(turned out to be much more involved than you 

might think) and ended up doing the entire project 

himself.  That is my kind of volunteer!  Thank you, Boyd.  
 

Last month we contributed to the school supplies project.  We also contributed to Arwin 

Dougal’s memorial fund in Austin. Arwin (and his wife Peggy) were staunch supporters of 

The Men’s Group and made generous donations to our Rummage and Nautical sales over the 

years.  Arwin’s wit, intellect and sense of humor are missed. 
 

This month it is time to plan what we can do to make the coming holiday season brighter 

and happier for our Rockport community.  Bring your ideas and requirements to the 

meeting.  
 

Pete Chamberlain 

Presbyterian  

Ministering to the community through use of our facilities... 

We’re back!  The Odyssey program has been in full 
operation for its month of the new school year!  We’re up to 
115 kids in our program this year and have 12 teachers.   

Odyssey is off to an amazing start this year.  We are 
so excited to be revisiting many of our successful activities 
from the past, such as tennis lessons and yoga, and to be 
engaging our students in new activities such as Junior 
Achievement and 4H. 

Odyssey loves our volunteers and could really use the 
extra help.  Our volunteers can help with homework, go on field trips, or bring their 
own hobbies and talents into our program activities.  You can volunteer as little as 
once or twice a year or mentor a child once a month.  It’s up to you, and any time you 
volunteer will make a difference in the lives of our kids! 

 If you would like to volunteer with Odyssey, we’d love to have you!  E-
mail odysseyafterschool@yahoo.com or call 729-0373 for more information. 

Jessica Picarazzi, Executive Director 

mailto:odysseyafterschool@yahoo.com
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Ministering to others…  

  through Prayer and Prayer Comforters 

 

September 21, 2012:  Sorry it has taken me so long to 

thank everyone for the many cards, flowers and visits 

during my many months in hospitals and rehab. 
 

The past months have been life changing for me.  In one 

year or less (7 months) I had spinal surgery, massive blood 

clots, filter implant, pneumonia in both lungs, gall bladder 

removal, inability to swallow, in and out of the hospital/

intensive care and rehab six or seven months.  Finally, it 

was decided that I had Myasthenia Gravis, a muscle 

disease that affected my swallowing and speaking.  It is 

incurable but can be treated with medication 

 

My left leg and eyesight have really been affected; only 

time will tell if they are to improve.  During my extended 

hospital stay there were times that my family feared for my 

life.  But I was blessed with a very loving church family 

who sent many prayers on my behalf to our Lord.  He 

answered by healing and keeping me here. 
 

I feel blessed to have such a caring and loving church 

family.   
 

Thank you and God Bless you  ALL,  Reba Marton 

Greeting card sentiment reads: 

Some gifts you hold in your hand,  

Some you hold in your heart 

You made my day very beautiful, 

My heart very glad…..  Thank you 
 

Dear Ed and Lou Fegley and Sweet quilting ladies: 
 

I don’t know if anything has been sweeter than receiving 

your prayer quilt on behalf of my son Stratton Williams!   

What a beautiful acto fo the “love” of Christ.  Stratton hasn’t 

seen the quilt yet.  We will take it up to Dallas this weekend 

and give to him prior to his ACL reconstructive surgery 

(Monday, Sept. 10.)  We are all moved beyond words.  May 

God bless you and your quilt ministry.  Prayer is the 

answer to everything. in Him we trust! 
 

Phil. 4:6 “Do not be anxious about anything, but in every 

situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, 

present your requests to God.” 
 

With grateful hearts,  Mike and Darla Williams 
 

I will send a picture of Stratton with this quilt  

that represents the many prayers lifted to God.  

 

 

 

08/12/12 
 

To the Prayer Quilt Makers: 
 

My name is Linda Cozzens.  My daughter 

Julia, who is 15, received a prayer quilt 
recently which originated at your church 
and was given to her by Chris Laufer (from 

Midland.)  I’m writing to let you know how 
very meaningful the prayer quilt was for 
Julia.  On May 21st, Julia had surgery at 

Children’s Hospital in Boston to correct a 
severe scoliosis.  She had 2 rods and 
many screws placed along and into her 

spine to straighten it, in a surgery which 
took many hours.  In the weeks leading up 
to the surgery, Julia was (understandably) 

highly anxious.  She received the prayer 
quilt in the mail a week before the surgery 
and immediately I could tell it really 

calmed her fears.  It was a tangible 
reminder of the many prayers that were 
being prayed for her.  She often walked 

around the house with the prayer quilt 
draped over her shoulders.  Of course she 
brought it with her to the hospital, clothing 

it as she lay in the pre-op holding area.  
When I saw her later in the recover room, 
she was heavily medicated and confused 

about many things, but she was asking for 
her prayer quilt.   
 

Throughout her time in the hospital, she 

made sure she had it  with her at all 
times.  She told many of her nurses and 
doctors about her prayer quilt, and of 

course all her visitors, and she asked them 
to say a prayer for her and tie a knot.  She 
loved seeing that the knotted areas were 

getting longer and longer. 
 

I’m happy to say Julia is getting through 
her long recovery period well and is much, 
much better. 
 

I pray that God richly blesses all of you 

who are involved in the prayer quilt 
ministry.  You helped calm a young girl’s 

fears and demonstrate to her the power of 
prayer. 
 

Much love,  Linda Cozzens 
 

(Editor’s Comment: Presbyterian Women 
pray for Julia Cozzen during their “Prayers 

for Children” program. Her “Thank You!” 
and pictures are an insert.) 
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October 4 Ellen Gill 
 Gloria Garcia 
 Betsy Ann Burton 
 Ed Rainwater 
 SGM Ruben Garcia 
October 8 Bev Jacobson 
October 9 Michael Henderson 
 John Bradshaw 
 Parkie Luce 
October 11 Gary Gilbert 
October 15 Salty Cruser 
October 18 Anne Aramendia 
 Don Douglass 
 Debbie Shedden 
 Sherry Nash 
 Zach Schuler 
October 20 Pat Daly 
 Shiloh Jordan 
October 21 John Jackson 
 Rusty Little 
October 22 Pat Baugh 
October 24 Phil Shideler 
October 26 Kim Thompson 
October 28 Barb Goodlock 
 

If your birthday is not listed, or in 
error, please call the church office at 
729-6251. 

Odds and Ends… 

 
SANCTUARY 
FLOWERS  

 

October 7 and 14 have sponsors   
To reserve   October 21 or 28. 
write your name on the 
calendar posted on the bulletin 
board by the Fellowship Hall 
and note the purpose (if any)  
 

OUT WITH “OLD” AND IN WITH THE “NEW” 

 

The “old kitchen” is now the new “Mission Room”. 

 

John Murray and Teal Construction not only built us a beautiful 

new kitchen, but he also refurbished the Fellowship Hall and THE 

OLD KITCHEN which was turned into great usable space that was 

so badly needed. Unfortunately, over time, this great storage 

room slowly turned into a catch-all for any and everything – usa-

ble or not.   

 

During the renovation of the sanctuary, parlor, narthex and ves-

tibule it was decided that the “old kitchen” needed to be re-

claimed and again become a viable part of our Church and it 

was.  Thus was born the “Mission Room”.  It houses GOOD 

SAMS, SU CASA, COMMUNITY TABLE and SUPPORT THE 

TROOPS.  It is also the home for our NAME TAGS (sorted al-

phabetically) as well as the children’s ENTERTAINMENT BAGS 

and last but not least UMBRELLAS (for the wonderful rainy days 

in Rockport).  Please visit it, get to know it and use it. 

 

The Long Range Planning Committee 

Sara Craven 
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“Operation Fill a Stocking for the Troops ”   
 

Dear Congregation, will you help again send Christmas stockings to troops serving in harms way?  

“Operation Fill a Stocking” does so much for their morale, which falls VERY low during the holidays.  My son’s 

words, given me during his 2nd tour to Iraq to encourage your participation in this important program still ring 

true….  they are timeless:     
 

 “It’s not only the Christmas Stockings and the goodies they hold but also ... getting something at MAIL 
CALL.  Mail Call is SO uplifting and boosts morale more than anyone will ever know.  Troops in harm’s way might 
have just experienced something very traumatic and be having a hard time dealing with it when they hear it’s 
Mail Call and it draws them back to a feeling of JOY.  This is especially true if it’s the holidays.  The holidays are by 
far the most difficult.”  He concluded by saying “Tell them to support the troops through Operation Fill a 
Stocking so those who are still in harm’s way this Christmas can experience a feeling of JOY at Mail Call…..”   

 

To all who read this article, please understand our sons and daughters are still being killed, maimed and 

injured in Afghanistan every day!  The media believes you, the public, have grown “war weary,” are no 

longer interested and therefore don’t report casualties any more.  If that does not describe you, then 

please throw your support behind Operation Christmas Stocking and show OUR kids YOU 

remember they are still out there sacrificing their lives and time with THEIR families this Christmas for 

YOU, for US!    

 

In the coming days I will once again erect my display with colorful Christmas stockings from which to 

choose and provide a prepared Military Flat Rate Shipping Box containing a blank Christmas card to 

fill out and enclose, suggested gift items and instructions.  The mid-November deadline date will be 

announced in the bulletin and posted at the display site.   Should you wish to include the cost of 

postage, it is $12.95—which, though very much appreciated,  is not required.  
 

As founder Carla Reed says “YOU are the ones who keep this going.   

It takes us all and it's all for the troops.“    

  
 

Thank you!   

The Church Lady and  

very proud Blue Star Mother  

 

Ministering to our troops & their families 

And all our troops who will NOT be …. 

PLEASE  



 

16 

PRESBYLINES is published monthly by: 

First Presbyterian Church  
301 Hwy 35 North - Rockport, TX 78382 
Phone No. (361)729-6251;   
Fax No. (361) 729-6299 
Eemail:  churchlady8@sbcglobal.net 
 

Attn:  Postmaster 

Return service requested.  

P
r

e
s

-b
y

-l
in

e
s

 

 

During September Prayers concerning children were said for:  Parents, our Sunday School program, 

local child advocacy programs, Protestant and Catholic children in Northern Ireland. 

In Rehab:   Flo Griffith    

At Home:  Gayle Garratt, Lee Sikes, Bob Hill, Nan Jackson, Norma Giebelhaus, Joe Bear, Carol 

Milbrandt, Reba Marton, Barbara Eckelmann; Sandy Swanson.   

Members In Nursing Centers:  Lucile Penington, Billie Hale (Rockport Coastal Care Center); Lois 

Harrington (Gulf Pointe Village;) Win Smith (Dallas;) Pat Walzel (Trinity Towers, Corpus.)    

Our armed forces serving in harm’s way:  LT Joseph Anthony (M/M Charlie Schuler’s nephew;) PFC 

Christopher Tipton, Capt. Sal Zuniga (sons of Bev Jacobson’s BSMs;)  LT Adam Watters (M/M John Watters son;) LTJG 

Christopher Kelly (M/M Kyle Kelley’s son.)   

Our Extended Family and Friends: Kevin Brown (M/M Jim Anderson’s son-in-law;) Sgt Brad Thomas; Sarah Defenderfer, 

Shirley Hickey (M/M Al DeGayner’s friends;) Cheryl Lopez (Carolina Hernandez’s sister in law;) Dina Hill (M/M Dayne 

Luce’s daughter in law;) Hal Bergen (Barbara Eckelmann’s friend;) Henry Yeoman (Darline Yeoman’s son;) Barbara Purcell 

(Liz Murray’s mother;) Brenda Shelly (Kathy Roberts-Douglas’s friend;) Ella Catherine Andrus (M/M Ozzie Williams’s grand 

daughter;) Michael Dang (Katie Henderson’s friend;) Dawn Dilts (Faye Scott’s niece;) The Jim Smith family (M/M Don 

Smith’s son;) Linda Rubenstein, Stormy Freeman (Penney Clarke’s friends;) Rocky Ford (M/M Phil Shideler’s friend;) Lowell 

& Betty Kepp (Kay Stanley, Nancy Melcher friend;) Lisa Youngblood (M/M Ed Rainwater’s friend;) Esther Sanchez (Joe 

Garcia’s friend;) Betty Close (Sally Reynolds’ mother;) Chris Brown (Claudette McKinley’s son;) ) Marla McKee (Betty 

Schultz’s daughter in law;) Terry Worrell (M/M Ken Craven’s friend;) Rose Woodford, Carol Handly (Winter Texans;) Willie 

Coldsnow, Bill Ratliff (Debbie Shedden’s mother, Brian’s grandfather;) Monty O’Bryant, Margie Dieringer, Lacey Boler, 

Tammy Scott, Helen Slough (Yvonne Jaggard’s father, aunt, student, student’s mothers;) Anthony Booth (Sandy Booth’s 

grandson;) Debra Kay Griffith (Caroline Bernardy’s daughter in law;) Sobie Garza (M/M Daniel Garcia’s niece;) Bob & 

Bogusha Bear (M/M Joe Bear’s brother, sister in law;) Brooke Hester (Tom Jaggard’s co-worker’s child;) Janet Rozell (Shirley 

Latham’s sister;) Brenda Mack; Janet Adams, Don Perkins, (M/M Bruce Goodlock’s brother in law, friends;) Richard, Diane 

McMakin and Family, Ruby James, Allen Pitre (Berta Little’s sister/family, friends;) Dennis Deal, Doris Robertson, Gary 

Vanderford (M/M Chris Griffin’s friend, cousin, nephew;) Strother Norman, Anita Diebel (Caro Jackson’s cousin, friend;) 

Shari Mikelenka (Mindy Durham’s friend;) Ryan Glass, Alice Rogers (Kay Patteson’s grand daughter in law, friend;) Paul 

Klemm, Amanda Hardwick, Courtney Klemcke (Kim Thompson’s friends;) Greg McMurry (M/M Bill McMurry’s son;) Bruce 

Daily, Stratton Williams (father of M/M Ed Fegley’s daughter in law, friend;) Kimberly Molina (Barbara Goodlock’s friend;) 

Judy Hayes, Hector Dominguez, Lcpl Brian Bonvillian and injured Marines of the 1/1 Bravo Company, 2nd Platoon, Delora 

Kirby (Bev Jacobson’s friends, son of BSM, cousin;) Sarah Mussett (M/M Charles Schuler sister in law;) Dorothy Stone, 

Walter Colbath (Kelly McNeely’s friends;) RFHS Graduate Kyle Ratliff (son of Pam Roe’s friend.) 


