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“People ministering to people for Christ’s sake.” 

 

 

Advent/Christmas 2013 

“What Time Is It? 

 

December 01 – 1st Sunday of Advent:  Romans 13:11–14 

“Time To Wake Up” 

Service of the Advent Wreath 

Chrismon Tree Service – Presenting symbols of our faith 

Celebration of the Lord’s Supper (Intinction) 

 

December 08 – 2nd Sunday of Advent:  Romans 15:4–13 

“Time To Hope” 

Service of the Advent Wreath 

Poinsettia Sunday 

 

December 15 – 3rd Sunday of Advent (10:00 Worship only):  Matthew 11:2–11 

“Time To Sing and Rejoice” 

Service of the Advent Wreath 

Choir Christmas Cantata: “The Living Light” 

 

December 22 – 4th Sunday of Advent:  Romans 1:1–7 

“Time For Peace” 

Service of the Advent Wreath 

Christmas Joy Offering 

 



2 

December 24 – Christmas Eve –  

“Time To Tell It Again” 
Service of the Advent Wreath 

The Live Nativity 

Celebration of the Lord’s Supper (Intinction) 

Candle Lighting 

 
 
Adult Sunday School 
 

For December, we will engage in a study of the lectionary texts for Advent, picking 

up on the theme for Advent worship, “What Time Is It?”   
 

December 01 – Isaiah 2:1-5; Romans 13:11-14; Matthew 24:36-44 

December 08 – Isaiah 11:1-10; Romans 15:4-13; Matthew 3:1-12 

December 15 – Isaiah 35:1-10; James 5:7-10; Matthew 11:2-11 

December 22 – Isaiah 7:10-16; Romans 1:1-7; Matthew 1:18-25 

December 29 – Isaiah 9:2-7; Titus 2:11-14; Luke 2:1-20 
 

Come join us each Sunday morning in the Café area at 9:30. 

 

Wednesday Night Supper and Study 
 

Wednesday Night Supper and Study continues with a theme to 

be decided.  As always, supper is served at 5:30; the study begins at 

6:00 and ends by 7:00.  Come join us for food, fellowship, and 

study. 
 

NOTE:  No Supper and Study on December 25 or January 01! 

 

Church Office Holiday Closings 
 

The Church Office will be closed for holy day 

observances Tuesday and Wednesday, December 24th and 

25th, as well as Tuesday and Wednesday, December 31 and 

January 1st.  

 

 

 

And Study 
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Attention Church Officers 
 

 Thursday, December 19: 

 Final Stated Meeting of Session meeting of the year, 6:00 P.M. 

 Christmas cheer and Celebration of the ministries of the Class of 2013. 

 

 Saturday, January 11, 2013:  

 Officer Training, 8:30 A.M. - 3:00 P.M. 

 Required pre-ordination training for new Elders 

 Orientation for the whole Session to our work for the coming year 

 

 Sunday, January 12, 2013: 

 Called Meeting of Session, Church Parlor, 10:30 A.M. 

 Service of Ordination and Installation, 11:00 A.M. Morning Worship 

 

Christmas Joy Offering: 

On Sunday, December 23, we will receive the Christmas Joy Offering during 

both services.  A cherished Presbyterian tradition since the 1930s, the 

Christmas Joy Offering is one of the four special offerings designated by 

the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). Because Advent 

and Christmas shine a light not only on our world’s greatest hope but also 

on our world’s greatest need, the PC(USA) provides this timely 

opportunity for congregations to support causes specifically designed to 

bring Good News of Great Joy to the poor in circumstance or spirit. 

Alongside the message of promise and fulfillment in Luke’s Gospel, we also 

hear the clear call to God’s people to respond in faith as Christ calls us: 

“From everyone to whom much has been given, much will be required; and 

from the one to whom much has been entrusted, even more will be 

demanded” (Luke 12:48).  Undesignated gifts to the Christmas Joy 

Offering will be distributed equally to the Assistance Program of the Board 

of Pensions and to support student scholarships at Presbyterian-related 

racial ethnic schools and colleges. 
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RECEPTION HONORING OUR MUSIC DEPARTMENT:   
 

The Fellowship Committee is pleased to announce it is once 

again hosting a reception following presentation of the Music 

Department’s annual Christmas Cantata.  We invite the 

congregation to join us in the Fellowship Hall to express 

appreciation and THANKS to Music Director, Yvonne Jaggard, 

and her loyal, hard working Chancel and Hand Bell choirs. The 

Fellowship committee will furnish coffee, punch, and a special 

cake.  

 
 

NEWS FROM THE 

From the Program Committee 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

…..  as an Assistant Nursery Attendant on Sunday 
mornings during the 11 o’clock Morning Worship 
Service.  If interested contact the church office for a 
copy of the job description and compensation details.    
 
Phone:   361-729-6251 
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FROM THE OutREACH COMMITTEE... 

View of NAME TAG Display  

NAME TAGS:  You might have noticed 
our Winter Texan friends beginning to 
return to Church.  To help them properly 
identify you, please remember to wear 
your name tags.  If in need of a new or 
replacement tag, fill out a 
request in the folder in the 
Mission Room beneath the 
name tag holders.   

IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT!!! 

Because the church office changed phone and 

internet providers from AT&T to Time Warner 

Cable last month, we will soon lose access to our 

“sbcglobal.net” email addresses.  We have opened new eMail 

accounts and are in the process transferring files, contact and 

category lists to them.  Once that is done we will be ready to 

fully implement their use.  Email notices will be sent to 

replace our old addresses with the following.  If you want to 

start using the new ones now by all means, do so….    

CHARLIE:  fpc.pastor@yahoo.com 

BEVERLY: fpc.churchlady@yahoo.com 

Charlie & Beverly 
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“TAKE THEM A MEAL” 
 

This wonderful production is brought to you by ... 

  

  THE LOVIN’ SPOONFULS 
/ 

 If you or a friend of yours is facing a difficult situation and would like 

to have meals prepared and provided for a few days, with just a phone 

call, it can happen. It’s just that easy.  With a cast of 16 wonderful 

characters, The Lovin’ Spoonfuls is organized and already preparing and 

delivering meals. 

  

Call “The Church Lady” – Beverly Jacobson - at 729-6251 or Sara Craven 

at 727-0093 to answer a few questions regarding scheduling and then we 

will set everything in motion.  

  

If you are in need, there are many people who would like to care for you 

by preparing meals.  It would be a gift to them, allowing them to minister 

FROM THE InREACH COMMITTEE... 

 Follow these easy steps to view and print a Church Directory:  
 

 1.  Go to our church webpage, www.rockportpresbyterian.org.  

 2.  Select “Church Directory” from the menu on the left; 

 3.  When prompted, click “OK” and enter; 

 4.  When prompted, type the Password “fpc.rockport" and then enter.    

 5.  When prompted, click “OK” and enter 

 6. The directory in its entirety will load in PDF format. 
 

 This directory has the flexibility for changes when and as needed.   For 

instance, if you disconnect your land line in favor of cell phones only, let the 

church office know to omit the landline from your profile. Same is true with your 

email address.  Keep in mind obtaining contact information is single most pivotal 

reason people access the directory.     
 

    I am available to take (or retake) pictures, especially when new members 

are added to our flock.  Let me know when it would be convenient….before or after 

church works very well….   Call 361-78-6427. 
 

 Log onto: 

www.rockportpresbyterian.org 
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Treasurer’s Report 
10/31/13 

 

Year to Date 10/31/13 10/31/12 2013 Budget 

  

Income  $248,393  $236,050    $226,990 

 

Expenses $283,128  $245,744     $278,911 

 

A recap of giving records as of October 31 was mailed to contributors and previous years Pledge 

makers on November 18 with a letter from Charlie, a copy of which has been inserted on the 

following page. and a pledge card.  (If you did not receive one, notify Beverly in the office.)  

If you have never pledged before, you should know we do not send statements nor attempt 

any form of collection and no one monitors the status of individual giving records.  In 

September or October you will receive a Year to Date recap solely for the purpose of review 

as to accuracy in preparation for issuing year end giving records for your tax filing needs.    

Please prayerfully consider a Pledge this year.  It not only enables us to prepare a budget 

but also helps us determine a plan of action for the coming year.   

Fill out and return the Pledge card below or use one by the Pledge lock box (see inset) in the 

Vestibule.  Deposit them in the lock box, collection plates, or mail or email them to Beverly 

at fpc.churchlady@yahoo.com. (Note new email address.)  I cant emphasize enough that 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, ROCKPORT, TEXAS 

FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP COMMITMENT FOR 2013 

  

Name:_______________________________________ Phone(s): 

Address:_____________________________________  Landline:________________________ 

City, Zip _____________________________________  Mobile:  

________________________ 

Email Address:_______________________________ 
 

As an expression of thanks for God’s blessings to me, I commit to 

(check one)  
 

Weekly payments of  $________________ 

Monthly payments of $________________ 

Quarterly payments of $________________ 

Yearly payment of  $________________ 
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Reflections on Stewardship 
 

 In our Wednesday Night Study of the biblical books of Ezra and Nehemiah, we 
have been treated to the only Old Testament account of the community of God’s people 
centered in Jerusalem when it was part of the Persian Empire.  We have seen the Holy 
City fall to the Babylonians, who destroyed it and the Temple therein, and many of the 
people carried off into exile.  We have also witnessed the return of exiles, and their 
efforts to rebuild.  By the end of Nehemiah, the work was substantially completed, and a 
great celebration was held to give thanks to God for the success of the project. 
 

 As the ceremonies came to a close, the people of God were challenged to put their 
lives “on the line” to testify to their faith in God.  They responded: “Because of God’s faithful provision 
for all our needs, we make a firm agreement in writing that we will do our part, to the very best of our 
abilities.”  They made a “pledge,” a commitment that meant they recognized they were not let off the 
hook by the uniqueness of God’s commitment to them; in fact, that commitment inspired them to make 
this commitment of their own: “We lay on ourselves the obligation to uphold the efforts we have by the 
grace of God been able to begin.”  They knew that while the bulk of the capital expenditures were past, 
expenses for operating the Temple and its varied ministries in the community were going to continue.  
Their commitment was specific: “We are responsible for those needed resources, and we commit 
ourselves to giving that will meet those needs.  Our pledge is our way of expressing our gratitude for all 
God has done, and is continuing to do, for us.” 
 

 All of which is to say to you, the community of faith that is First Presbyterian Church of 
Rockport, that we have the same opportunity before us as did those people in the biblical story.  It is 
important that you understand the meaning of a pledge: it is a commitment you make to God, in 
gratitude for all God has done for you.  Whatever it is that we have been called to be and do as a 
congregation in this time and place, it is all preceded by the grace of God, who has equipped us and 
empowered us as people of faith.  So we ask you to take this moment with the utmost seriousness: 
please consider prayerfully what you can contribute to the mission and ministry of our Church.  It is 
not about meeting a budget; that is information your Session provides as evidence of how they will 
steward the resources entrusted to them by the people they serve.  Make your commitment to God: 
“Lord, I lay on myself the obligation to uphold to the best of my ability the efforts we have by your 
grace been able to begin.  My pledge is my way of expressing my gratitude for all you have done, and all 
you are doing for me.” 
 

 For those who have never pledged before, here are some things to consider: every fall we ask our 
church family to make financial pledges for the following year, and those pledges are then paid over the 
course of the next year in whatever increments the giver decides.  A pledge is an indication of intent, 
not a binding agreement, but pledging does help church leaders plan for our mission and ministry.  So, 
even if you have never previously done so, please consider making a pledge for 2014. 
 

 Remember that what counts with God is not what percentage of your income is reflected in your 
church giving, but how much of yourself is in your gift.  The opportunity to give to Christ's work in 
the world through this church should excite you, not irritate you.  Responding to God's love for you as 
shown in Jesus Christ should feel like a privilege, not a burden.  In the end, it is a reflection of the 
length and depth and breadth of your gratitude for all God does for you. 
 
Charles Schuler, Jr.  
November 14, 2013 
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It has been a busy month.....we are so thrilled to see the return of 
so many of our Winter Texans and look forward to those who have 
not made it to "God's Country" yet. Now you know that we want you 
to stay down here with us year round so just give in to temptation 
and make that move...it's really a lot of fun down here in the 
summer(just keep that A/C  on full blast). 
 
Our worship experiences were enhanced over the Thanksgiving 
season with the beautiful harvest decorations that were so expertly 
provided by the team of Rita Gilbert and Adelaide Marlatt. Thank 
you so much ladies!!   Same time next year, too, Okay gals? 
 

Plans are in the works to once again portray the Nativity during 
the Christmas Eve service. We would like to have volunteers for the 
following: Angels, shepherds, Joseph, and 3 Wise Men. There are 
NO speaking parts and costumes are available for your use. Very 
minimal practice will be required...it's a lot of fun, give it a try. 

 

Christmas Cantata:  Following is a copy of the ad we are running in the Rockport Pilot to invite 
the public to our Musical Service of Worship on December 15th when the Cantata will be 
performed and a reception afterward to honor Yvonne and the Music Department.  It is also giving 
us an opportunity to notify the public of the change in worship times that day.  NO 8:30 or 11:00 
worship or Sunday School.   
 

 
 

 
Communion was prepared by  

Debbie Shedden  
 

Communion Wine was provided by  
Sally Reynolds. 

 

Communion was served by  
Nancy Bolks, Mindy Durham, Tom Jaggard, Ed Rainwater, Jad Smith, and Kay Stanley. 

 

Head ushers were  
Sara and Ken Craven...great job!!!! 

 
 

 
Head ushers are  

Susan Lewis and Pete Chamberlain 
 

Please remember… 

 YOU may well be that one person who welcomes a visitor and brings him/her to us as a new or affiliate member.   
If you see an unfamiliar face, don't keep it that way, make it a familiar one. 
 

The Worship Committee welcomes your suggestions.   
Members are  

Lois Atwood, Veronika Camehl, Mindy Durham, Caro Jackson, Yvonne Jaggard, Jad Smith, 
Kim Thompson, and our fearless leader Charlie Schuler. 

From the   



10 

  “Notes” From the Music Director,   
Yvonne Jaggard 

 
... Rehearses Monday nights from 5:30 to 6:00 in the upstairs Bell Choir Practice Room.  No musical 

background is required, just a commitment to attend rehearsals and scheduled performances.  A missing choir member 
silences a bell and its note.   As we begin this Advent and Christmas season, I would like to thank my Hand Bell Choir 
members for their unwavering dedication and hard work.   Every week they earnestly strive to not just make music, but 
make beautiful music.  Their love of Hand Bells explains why more than half have been with me 
since the choir formed over 8 years ago.   I am reserving a special thank you to community 
volunteers Sean Johnson and Kirsten Corda for joining us … and Adelaide Marlatt who 
recruited them.   

 

The Hand Bell Choir consists of:  Tom Jaggard, Caro Jackson, Sally Reynolds, Mindy 
Durham, Beverly Jacobson, Lucille Rainwater, Adelaide Marlatt, Janet Gaskamp, Jo 
Smith, Sean Johnson, Holly Hamilton, Peggy Bear (and our newest recruit) Kirsten Corda. 

 

 Chancel Choir:    
 Anthems scheduled for December Offertories are 

 Dec. 01:  “A Christmas Prayer” Words and Music by Paul Marino and Greg Nelson. 

 Dec. 08:   “Invocation for Advent” Music by Don Besig;  Words by Nancy Price and Don Besig; 

 Dec. 15:    “The Living Light” Cantata   

Dec.  22 & Dec. 29 the choir is “off”  
  

The Chancel Choir presents 
“The Living Light”  

A dramatic Musical Experience for Christmas  
by Ruth Elaine Schram  

Sunday, December 15, 2013  at 10 o’clock in the morning 
 

This unique presentation of the Christmas story is seen through the eyes of those who witnessed the 
first Christmas in Bethlehem many years ago.  The music is beautiful with thoughtful and well-
crafted words.  There are brief monologues by characters from Mary and Joseph to members of the 
innkeepers' family… interspersed among seven songs, each offering their personal perspective on 
the unusual events surrounding them and incorporating familiar Christmas carols.  Performance time:   

35 minutes 
Cast:    Dwight Edens       Innkeeper 
 Barbara Goodlock Innkeeper’s Wife 
 Beverly Jacobson  Innkeeper’s Daughter 
 Connie Schuler  Mary 
 John Jackson  Shepherd (adult)  
 Rick Roe  Shepherd (child) 
 Bruce Goodlock  Roman Soldier 
 Bobby Jackson  Joseph 
 Citizen of Bethlehem Pam Roe 
 King/Wise Man  Tom Jaggard 

 

Having celebrated Thanksgiving, I am mindful of how Thankful I am for my Chancel Choir.  ALL the regulars 
have been with me a decade or more...how is that for a real life example of unlimited dedication to worship in 
song?  We are a “choir family” who have sung together since our children were young through today when 
retirement is within reach or already achieved and almost all have become grand parents.  And still we sing.  
We gather like clockwork on Wednesday evenings to rehearse and again on Sunday mornings, to sing.  Yes, 
some Sunday mornings the numbers in the choir loft are few - more often than not because kids or grandkids 
need us - but those who remain are here, singing.  So how could it get any better than that?   Well it can, and it 
did with the addition of 4 women and 1 man who volunteered to join us in singing this year’s Christmas 
Cantata!  Welcome Adelaide Marlatt, Caro Jackson, Kathy Roberts-Douglas and Mindy Durham and thank you 
for sharing your love of singing with us….  I am blessed. 

 
 

NOTE TO  
BOTH CHOIRS: 
WE WILL NOT  

REHEARSE DURING  
CHRISTMAS BREAK, 
Dec. 23 thru Jan. 3 
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Ministering to … WOMEN 

 

Women, these are opportunities for growth and 
service, and a time to have fellowship with other 
women in the church during December.  Please mark 
your calendars for the following experiences. 
 

1.   The next PW monthly meeting will be Tuesday, December 3 at 10 A.M. in the Parlor.  Following this 
meeting, PW is invited to Live Oak Elementary School (where Odyssey is now housed) for a tour of the 
facilities.    
2.   Our Circle Bible Study will meet on Tuesday, December 10 at 12 P.M. in the parlor.  Lois Atwood will 
begin Chapter 3 on Rahab of our study of Twelve Extraordinary Women by John MacArthur.  (Books are for 
sale in The Church Lady’s office for $15.)  Be sure to bring a lunch to eat. 
3.  Quilters will meet December 17 at 9 A.M. to work on prayer quilts upstairs in the quilting room.  We took 
171 pillow cases to the children of the Presbyterian Children Homes in November for part of their Christmas. 
4. Our Castaways Volunteers are at Castaways on Mondays (8 A.M. to 3 P.M.) and Thursdays (8 A.M. to 11 
A.M.) every week.  There is plenty to do and the jobs are easy to learn!  Please join us!!!  We need your help 
working the store especially on Monday, men and women.  If you can share an hour to help on Mondays, we 
would REALLY appreciate your help!  Hope to see you there on Monday anytime all day or on Thursday 
mornings.    

*Castaways earned $8500 in October. Theresa reported that the Tree Committee of Aransas County 
approved our plan for the lot, construction could begin as early as January.   Jad Smith and Greg Harlan are 
working on grants to help fund the construction.  

*The Annual Christmas Sale was held Saturday November. 23, in the gym.  Pulling was afterwards. 
5.   It was announced Good Samaritan’s Day of Giving is November 12 and PW donated $1,000. 
6.  Odyssey has invited PW to come for coffee and a tour of their new facilities on December 3 following the 
PW meeting.  It is now on both of our calendars (we had a glitch in November and didn’t realize the visit to 
Odyssey was still on.)  Remember, PW funded the beginnings of Odyssey…. come join us on the 3rd as we see 
how “our baby” has grown!!! 
7.   If you are interested in helping with The Lovin’ Spoonfuls, a group preparing and delivering meals for 
people coming home from the hospital, please call Sara Craven 727-0093 to volunteer. 
8.   The Neet Feet report was given by Pati Vincent.  In October we bought 20 pairs of shoes totaling 
$387.94. She also gave a recap of emails from Rhonda Mieth, ACISD counselor coordinator.  Basically, it was 
asking us to agree to a new way to get vouchers to children who need shoes.   It was more complicated than 
the way we do it now, and PW did not support this change.  Pati will let Rhonda know our decision. 
9.   Ingrid will be taking goods to Su Casa on November 6. 
10.  Women’s Retreat is on the calendar for February 8 at the Key Allegro House.  Mark your calendars!!! 
11. Mo Ranch Women’s Conference will be March 28-30, so mark your calendars! (PW will pay registration/meals, you pay 
housing!) 
12.   Ingrid Little brought information about Quilts for Kids to the meeting.  
13.   Cards were signed for a list of homebound women of our church.  
14.   Actions taken by PW: 

a.   PW gave $300 donations to the 5 schools for supplies and uniformed clothing. 
b.   PW paid for 20 pairs of shoes totaling $387.94 
c.   PW paid $1,385 for the new church floor buffer.  
d.   PW received $500 more in Memorials for Penny Baldwin. (We are thinking of ways to use this money.) 
e.   PW earned $78,500 through October from Castaways. 
f.    PW purchased towels for the kitchen. 
g.   PW donated $1,500 to ABC school. 
h.   PW donated $1,000 for Good Samaratins’ Day of Giving. 
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O PERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD RESULTS ….  A crew of 
volunteers helped fill shoe boxes with items purchased using the generous 
donations collected over the past few weeks.  Those plus the ones 

compiled by the congregation totaled a whopping 80 boxes delivered 

to Portland’s Baptist Church.  From there they were checked-in and 
prepared for transport to Boone, North Carolina, where they were double
-checked, donation envelopes gathered, destinations determined and an 
appropriate Christmas greeting inserted.   
 
THANK YOU ALL!!!     

More PRESBYTERIAN  WOMEN ….. 

“Poinsettia Sunday”  
The Presbyterian Women’s annual “Poinsettia Sunday” is scheduled for December 8 

and, as always, the congregation is invited to participate.  A sign-up sheet is on the 

bulletin board outside the Mission Room.   

 Price per plant:   $16 *See note below 

 Supplier:  Adams Nursery   

     Color:   White  

     Notes: 

   * Presbyterian Women will cover the difference between the estimated price 

  of $15 and the actual cost of $16. 

  Make checks payable to: “Presbyterian Women” and write  

 “Poinsettia”   on the Memo Line. 

  Payments may be placed in the collection plates… 

  If a Pew envelope is used, write “Poinesettia” under “Other”  

 

Poinsettias will be on display throughout the Church beginning Sunday, December 8, 

and remain until the Christmas Eve Candlelight & Communion Worship service.  At its 

conclusion, sponsors will be invited to take home and enjoy the number of Poinsettias 

purchased. 
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By Pete Chamberlain 

 

We will meet on Tuesday, December 3rd at noon in the Café.  

Lunch will be served and the menu won’t be turkey.  We will 

schedule our obligations for the Christmas season and look at 

2014 plans/ideas including the Nautical Flea Market (May 3 

and 4, 2014.) 

 

Actions approved during the November Men’s Group Meeting included a $500 gift to Coastal 

Bend Troop Support to help with their shipping costs for “Operation:  Fill a Stocking for our 

Deployed Troops.”  We also gave $350 to “Operation Christmas Child” shoebox program.  A $500 

gift to the Rockport-Fulton Good Samaritans was approved so it would be included in the window 

of time for matching funds during the “Coastal Bend Day of Giving.”  Last but not least, we voted 

to spend $1,000 for toys Santa will distribute at the December 17 “Community Table.”  (Thank you 

Santa’s helpers Jim Sikes and John Marlatt who collected bushels and bushels of toys to the 

church.)   

 

We encourage all men to join us, especially Winter Texan visitors or anyone who wants to 

participate. 

 

Ministering to … MEN 

An exceptionally dedicated 
Castaways volunteer willing to 
do almost anything to  
advertise FPC’s November 
23rd Holiday Decorations Sale. 
 
3 strikes you’re out contest...: 
1. Is it a male or female? 
2. Know who it is? 
3. How far abroad from the 

gym was this tree willing 
to wonder, I mean wander? 

 
Elves working on the day of 
the sale are ineligible to 
participate in this game..    
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GOOD SAMARITANS says a BIG “THANK YOU!!!” 
By Janet Gaskamp 

 

Thanks so much to all our members for the wonderful response to the “Day 
of Giving!” Dennis’s letter below says it better than I.  Our members provided 
$2,535 in donations for the church office to submit... aided in great part by the 
generosity of the Presbyterian Men’s and Women’s groups.  (In comparison to 

last year this was slightly less with emphasis on “slightly.”)     
 

After Thanksgiving was over, we begin to focus on the process to prepare for the annual 
Good Samaritan’s “Christmas Basket.”  Clients have already started registering for the more than 
600 expected to be distributed.  At the Sunday, December 3, worship services the bulletins will 
include inserts containing a list of food items needed to fill those baskets …. or if you prefer, use 
the envelope for monetary donations.  As the above picture shows, baskets are in place in the 
Mission Room for receiving food and monetary donations.    Please keep in mind that, as always, 
money is needed for perishables.   
 

And, as always, volunteers are needed throughout December to receive, sort and assemble for 
Distribution Day.  Extra help is necessary between 9:00 a.m. and 1:30 p.m. on weekdays beginning December 9 and 
extending to 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. on D-Day (December 20.)    See you there! 
 

Ministering to others…  in our Community 

 

November 13, 2013 
  

Dear Donor, 

  

  Please forgive this impersonal way of thanking you, but I wanted to tell you how much your generosity to Rockport
-Fulton Good Samaritans yesterday is appreciated and how much it will help our less fortunate neighbors. 
  

  You contributed an astonishing $28,072 during the day to Good Sams.  With matching funds of $14,335, Good 
Sam will receive $42,407.48 for its work.  Last year we provided food for 92,000 meals, clothed 2,600, and  helped pay hun-
dreds in rent, utility, and medical bills.  We also provided school supplies, backpacks, clothes, shoes, and medical help to 
scores of our school children. 
  

  I think a significant measure of a community is the extent to which its citizens care about and for each other.  We 
live in a great community thanks to people like you. 
 

 If you have any questions or suggestions for Good Samaritans, I hope you will contact me. 
  

Thanks again, 
 

Dennis Carnes 
Chairman, Good Samaritans 
361-218-0224 
  
Editor’s Note:  When I made the on line donation, I inadvertently clicked a “Make Donation Anonymous” button and was 
unable to un-do it.  After receiving Mr. Carnes’ kind email I alerted him to the unintended anonymous donation.  Following 
was his response…. 
  

 Thank you so much Mrs. Jacobson for identifying that spectacularly generous Anonymous donor.  I was thrilled 
when I saw the number but frustrated that I could not thank him or her or them. 
 

The congregation at First Presbyterian has done so much for our community.  Odyssey, Community table, Good Samaritans, 
they are always there.  I am particularly fond of the Neet Feet program - so many of our children do not have adequate 
shoes.  Today when it is cold makes that particularly poignant.  I will share with our group your kindness.        
 

Dennis 
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Ministering to the community through use of our facilities... 

COMMUNITY TABLE UPDATE 
        By Pete Chamberlain 

 
 

I see attendance has been averaging 300+ diners since I retired from the directorship this summer.  Through 

November it has been edging up to 400 but greatly exceeding that number at the Joint inter-denominational 

“Thanksgiving dinner” meal November 26.   

 

December’s hosting schedule is as follows: 

Dec. 3 - St. Peter’s Episcopal Church 

Dec. 10 - Coastal Oaks Church 

Dec. 17 - * First United Methodist Church  

Dec. 24 - ** see below  

Dec. 31 -  Peace Lutheran Church 

 

 Santa sent word from the North Pole that he will visit the Community Table 

on December 17 with his bag FULL to over-flowing with toys.   He said the 

Presbyterian Men’s group were now honorary “Santa’s Elves” in appreciation 

for helping him gather all the toys he would need to distribute to the 

children that night.   Thanks was extended specifically to Jim Sikes and 

John Marlatt for working so hard and diligently locating just the right toys…. 

But said he saw them playing with them before they stored them in his 

Santa’s bag and that was  Naughty, Naughty. 

 

**  YES, since Christmas Eve is on a Tuesday this year we did not want to cancel the Christmas Eve 

worship service so we decided our hard working volunteers needed to spend Christmas Eve with their 

families.  So no meal. 
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OPERATION “FILL A STOCKING”  

FOR OUR DEPLOYED TROOPS – 2013 
 

Again this year the public’s out-pouring of support for Operation Christmas Stocking 
will result in troops on Coastal Bend Troop Support’s mailing list (which includes all the 
deployed family and friends on our Prayer Concerns on the back page.)  Each will receive 
multiple stocking boxes with excess shipped to Chaplains to distribute where they know a 
need exists. Joyful they will be as they hear their names called numerous times at “Mail 
Call!”  

Drum Roll Please!  The congregation contributed  
12 stocking boxes  

(down from 31 last year...)  
Donations totaled $740 thanks in large part to the generosity of the Presbyterian Men’s $500 donation and the 
Presbyterian Women’s $180 (postage to ship all stockings filled by FPC.)  The balance was donated through the 

kindness of individuals.   ALL are greatly appreciated.   
 

Thank You to (1) all who took the time to fill and return a 
stocking box; (2) those who made donations in addition to or 
in lieu of a box; (3) Ingrid Little who donated the patriotic 
Christmas wreath I love to hang every year; and (4) the 
Presbyterian Men and Presbyterian Women for their generous 
and reliable financial support. 

 

Watch the bulletin board by the Mission 
Room as it fills with “Thank You” notes/
emails from grateful Troops. 

 

We sincerely appreciate and truly thank 
you for your support!  The Coastal Bend 
Troop Support “Elves”       

 

Happy Holy Days to all!       
Beverly Jacobson, The Church Lady  
and 
Proud Blue Star Mother of CW3 Todd R. Jacobson 
Current duty station:  South Korea 

Ministering to … Our Troops and their families 

Church Lady “Odds ‘n Ends” 
 

1.   It’s time for my annual reminder regarding DECEMBER & JANUARY PLEDGE PAYMENTS:  If and when you 
submit a 2014 Pledge card, help me apply payments correctly by noting the year intended on the memo line ; 

2. Pledge vs Contribution:  Writing “Pledge” on the memo line of a check or envelope does not result in the 
donation being posted as such. To qualify as a Pledge, a Pledge Card (or email commitment) providing details 
as to frequency of giving and amount pledged are necessary.  Otherwise giving records are posted as a 
“contribution.”   It pains me to see “Pledge” repetitively written on checks and know I cannot post it that way. 
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Ministering to others through Prayer and Prayer Comforters 

EDITOR’S NOTE: The following Thank You cards were received from the wife of 

my former co-worker Chuck Bode, who is in a spinal cord damage rehab facility 

in Seattle, Washington. An abscess on his back applied pressure to his spinal 

column so that when surgery was performed to drain the abscess and relieve 

the pressure, it had caused paralysis. Time will tell whether or not he will walk 

again. Chuck and Connie worship at the Presbyterian Church in Chehalis, 

Washington, where Bob Minnick (a former beloved member) moved and placed 

membership.  Bob thoughtfully alerted me to Chuck’s condition when it was 

announced at church.   

Inscription:  Thanks, You are simply amazing! 
 

11/1/13,  Dear Beverly,  
Thank you and the amazing people in your church who 
made the quilt for Chuck and who each thoughtfully 
prayed and tied a knot for him.  My friend, Nancy 
Emerick, took it to church here last Sunday and shared it 
with our friends and neighbors.   
 

Chuck was over-whelmed by your thoughts and 
prayers.  He will contact you when he gets home.  
 

Also, Beverly, we very much enjoy Bob.  What a great 
guy!   
 

All our best wishes to you and many thanks.   
Your friends,   
Chuck & Connie Bode 

11/11/13,  Dear friends in the First Presbyterian Church and the 

Presbyterian Women’s Group, 
 

It is incredible how people are connected across great distances!  

Chuck’s amazing former co-worker, Beverly Jacobson, and Bob 

Minnick, now our friend in Chehalis have bonded us all.  How 

lucky! 
 

Your prayer comforter is so thoughtful and beautiful.  We took it to 

church in Chehalis so our local church family could share the love.   
 

We feel very fortunate to have your support at this time in our lives 

when things have spiraled out of control  It is giving us strength. 

 

We thank you very much—Your friends in Chehalis, 

Shirley Latham’s oldest daughter sent this card after 
receiving a Prayer Comforter for being home-bound by 
a variety of health issues. As her health was 
deteriorating and she was forced to stop working, she  

asked her mother if she could borrow her Prayer 
Comforter.  Shirley surprised her with one of her own. 
 
October 24, 2013 
 

Dear Congregation of First Presbyterian Church, 
 

It is with heartfelt gratitude that I thank you for the 

beautiful “prayer comforter.”  I am truly blessed and 
touched by the congregation’s prayers and kindness. 
 

Thank you to the Presbyterian Women’s group for 

creating such a gift of love.  So many knots each a 
prayer of lobe and support.  It is like being wrapped in 
God’s love and the love of everyone that created it. 
 

“May your church thrive as you share God’s blessings 
with all you meet.” 
 
Gratefully yours,   
Cheryl Bullock 

Shirley Latham’ s neighbor, Kathleen Rogers, had knee surgery in 
October to repair missing cartilage in her right knee.  She needs a 
miracle healing.  Kathleen is 86 years old and very frail. Her 
daughter handed the following Thank You card to Shirley. 
 
We want to say thank you for the beautiful prayer quilt and for all of 
the wonderful precious prayers that have been prayed over our 
family. 
 
God bless you all,  The Rogers Family 

Received a darling Halloween themed Thank You 

card from Susan O’Bryant’s mother who was given 

a Prayer Comforter after being injured by a car 

jacker when he threw her from her car and then 

ran over her.  The card had a witch riding a broom 

similar to the one I found…. now read her poem…. 

 

Dazed & confused, Run over and bruised 

September was my month of doom. 

Well wishes from friends Have me fast on the mend. 

Can’t wait to get back on my broom! 

 

Precious Women of FPC,  

How very dear of you to send the lovely prayer quilt to me 

while in Montereau.  I placed it over the chair I sat in many an 

afternoon and felt your love and concern.  The colors are just 
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Dear “Church Lady,”   
 

Just a note to tell you how very much I look forward to Pres-By-Lines as I always have.  I 

haven’t completely lost my “old” church family… it’s where my heart remains.  I have a 

great Methodist church.  Of course I didn't join and won’t.   
 

I pray that Charlie will outlast me and will be able to lay me next to Tom.  They (church family) are 

very good and attentive to me - sweet and loving friends who take me to church when I am able…. 

Bring communion to me and call and send cards.  Our Pastor (Jerry Galloway) says they honeymooned 

on Key Allegro.   
 

My Grand daughter (Linda’s) died last summer.  Linda has only 1 of her 3 children left.  She (grand 

daughter) left 2 beautiful grown daughters and a wonderful attentive husband who gave a beautiful 

eulogy at her service.   
 

I love hearing all the news of all of you and I pray for your military son and family and of course 

Charlie and Connie and all their growing family.   
 

God Bless you all!    

Barbara Hays 

LETTERS, WE GET LETTERS 

  
I hope this can be included in the November newsletter:   I want to share this celebration but feel the scope is too 
large for a brief announcement during worship service.  A close friend's 8-year old grandson Max was hospitalized 
after sudden, severe stomach pains.  Tests showed a large mass in his stomach.  Max's parents and 
grandparents were waiting to see which of 3 cancers had invaded his young body.  Prayer teams throughout the 
church and community went into action.  Surgery was set for Wednesday, Sept. 25.  The plan was to biopsy the 
mass--wait for lab results--and then remove the mass or end the surgery and begin treatments to shrink the 
mass.  A family friend gave Max's parents and grandparents small wooden crosses to hold during the 
surgery.  Max took his mother's cross, held it over his heart, and prayed all the way to the operating room.  The 
medical staff put the cross by Max during surgery.  When his parents were called to the recovery room, the cross 
was resting on Max's chest.  The cross wasn't moved until Max was back in his hospital room.  There was an 
indentation of the cross on Max's chest!   No one had applied pressure to the cross and it was very lightweight.  A 
few minutes after the cross was moved, Max whispered, "Cross."  He kept the cross on his chest or clutched in his 
hand all night.  The mass was removed--- no other organs are affected.  Biopsies were taken on nearby lymph 
nodes as a precaution.  Those results are unknown at this time.  Max came home Saturday the 28th.  He is 
thriving.  Those of us close to the situation are amazed at the awesomeness of our God!   
 
God is good! 
 
Nancy Miller  
 
The biopsy results were not good.  Max is dealing with DSRCT--a very aggressive 
cancer.  He started chemo in October.  His ordeal is just beginning.  Please pray for Max 
and his extended family. 
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Please Save Box Tops for Live Oak Learning Center!   
 

Our school earns a dime for each box top, so 

they really add up.  (Soup labels, which we do 

not save anymore, were only worth a penny 

each!)  You find these small pink rectangles 

labels on General Mills cereals, Kleenex 

products, and on many other items. 
 

Our PTO uses this money to buy playground 

equipment, class sets of magazines, and pay for 

field trips and other neat treats for students and 

teachers alike.   Thank You to the faithful who 

always remember to put Box Tops in the bag on the 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
5  Bobby Jackson 
8  Gay Hejtmancik 
10  Berta Jean Little 
11  Timothy Little 
12  Kelly McNeely 
  Kay Mitchener 
13  Sonny Park   
16  Peggy Bear 
17  Timothy Kelley 
18   Boyd Braniff 
  Sandy Swanson 
21  Nancy Miller 
22  Thomas Kelley 
26  Nan Jackson 
  Lt Adam Watters 
27  Theresa Smith 
28  Nancy Bolks 
30  Penney Clarke 
31   Al Chalkley 
  Linda Chamberlain 
  Lisa Douglass 
  Cayson Little 
  Scott McNeely 
  Jade Schuler 

 

If your birthday is not listed, or in 
error, please call the church office 
at 729-6251. 

in 

SANCTUARY FLOWER SPONSORSHIPS  
 

Sundays in December available  
 December 01  (Chrismons Sunday) 

 December 08  (Poinsettia Sunday) 
 December 22  (Christmas Joy Offering) 

 December 29  
 

 

2014 Sign Up Sheets will be posted on the Mission bulletin 

board by mid–December for reserving date(s.)  

Odds ‘n Ends …  

Disaster Relief  -  Typhoon Haiyan,  Philippines 
 
 Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA) has 
established an account to receive contributions toward relief 
efforts following the devastating typhoon that struck the 
Philippines on November 8.  Donors may text PDA to 20222 
on their smartphones to give $10 (standard SMS rates may 
apply.)  Contributions may be made through regular church 
channels* designated for Account DR000012.   The initial 
response will include the provision of non-food items, material 
resources, drinking water, emergency shelter kits and cash-
for-work programs.  PDA is also responding with One Great 
Hour of Sharing funds as the assessment is completed, 
needs are identified, and the appear for specific assistance is 
issued.   
 

 *To process your donations for the Philippines through 
the church, make checks payable to First Presbyterian 
Church and note DR 000012 on the Memo line.   



20 

PRAYER CONCERNS - Please include these individuals  in your Prayers of  Intercession: 
 

November Prayers for children and all who have power, authority and influence over them were:  Pray for 

children abducted and killed for the harvest of healthy organs….Pray for children in sweat shops around the 

world….Pray for worldwide efforts to eradicate the child sex tourism industry….Sponsor a child in a foreign country 

to pray for and support ….  Members At Home: Bob Hill, Nan Jackson, Norma Giebelhaus, Aggie Sikes (Poteet,) 

Eileen Harrison (Hondo,) Barbara Eckelman (Wisconsin,) Laverne Hanszen (Rockwell,) Joe Bear, Barbara Goodlock, 

Elaine McMurry.  Members In Nursing Centers: Lois Harrington (Gulf Pointe Village;) Win Smith (Dallas;) Pat 

Walzel (The Mirador, Corpus.) Our armed forces serving in harm’s way:  LT Joe Anthony and his wife, Lt. 

Shannon Anthony, Jon Mussett (M/M Charlie Schuler’s niece and nephews;) PO4 Taylor Jordon (M/M Daniel 

Garcia’s grandson;) CW3 John Doolan, Lcpl Byron Cohea (Bev Jacobson’s friend, son of BSM friend;) SPC Gilbert Lopez (Carolina 

Hernandez’s nephew;) Capt. Brandon Glass (Karen Glass’s son, Kay Patteson’s grandson.)  Our Extended Family and Friends: Kevin 

Brown (M/M Jim Anderson’s son-in-law;) Barbara Purcell (Liz Murray’s mother;) Brenda Shelly (Kathy Roberts-Douglas’s friend;) Ella 

Catherine Andrus (M/M Ozzie Williams’s grand daughter;) Betty Close (Sally Reynolds’ mother;) Judy Nelson, Ellie Herbold, Anthony 

Booth (Sandy Booth’s sister in law, daughter in law’s mother, grandson;) Debra Kay Griffith (Caroline Bernardy’s daughter in law;) Robin 

Ford, Brooke Hester (Tom Jaggard’s co-worker, co-worker’s child;) Strother Norman (Caro Jackson’s cousin,) Bobby Flanagan, Paul 

Klemm, Courtney Klemcke (Kim Thompson’s friends;) Marguerite Davis, Bruce Daily (M/M Ed Fegley’s sister, daughter in law’s father;) 

Delora Kirby, Danielle T. Marshall, Mr. Kessinger, Chuck Bode, Judy Calzada, Ralph Alvarado(Bev Jacobson’s cousins, friends;) Evi 

Trubenecker (Veronika Camehl’s aunt;) Andrew Brice (M/M Ken Craven’s friend;) Wynell McLain, Bennett Trimble, Mary Lynn Hooker 

(Sandy Swanson’s friends;) Laura Ledbetter (M/M Patrick Brown’s daughter;) Sylvia Garza (M/M Daniel Garcia’s cousin;) Judy Moore 

(Yvonne Jaggard’s Assistant Choir Director;) Jackie DeForest (Theresa Smith’s uncle;) Adrian Nesmith (husband of Amanda Schuler’s co-

worker;) Bill Lathrop, Bob Duggan, Dr. Lee Gunn, Don “Plumber” Christiansen (Ingrid Little’s friends;) Cindy Chamberlain, JoAnn 

Shedden (Debbie Shedden’s friend, mother in law;) Bryan Vincent, Bill Vincent (Pati Vincent’s son, brother in law;) Chai Sornchai (M/M 

Pete Chamberlain’s nephew-in-law;) David Swisher (M/M Ed Rainwater’s friend;) Rosie Woodford, Sally Layscak (Winter Texans and 

Castaways volunteers;) Conner deCordoza & his parents (M/M Charlie Schuler’s great nephew, niece & nephew in law;) Lyda Freeman, Sue 

Huffman (friends of M/M Gary Gilbert’s friend;) Mary Logsdon (Adelaide Marlatt’s friend;) Kathleen Rogers, Cheryl Bullock, Glenda 

Boehk (Shirley Latham’s neighbor, daughter, friend;) Henry Yeoman (Darline Yeoman’s son;) Lynn Kennedy (Peggy Bear’s friend;) Nikki 

Calhoun, Ardy Goodman, Max Wilbanks, A.J. Viertel (M/M Tom Miller’s niece, friends;) Fidel & Mary Guerrero (M/M John Bradshaw’s 

friends;) the families of Steve and Laquita Lawrence; Stan Kerpoe; Brooks Robbins (Ann Robbins’ husband;) Luis Pitluk (M/M Gary 

Gilbert’s friend’s father;)  Starla Steinkuehler (Betty Schultz’s niece.) 
 

In November the church extended their Prayers and Sympathy to  

 Jim and Barbara Sikes  at the passing of Jim’s sister, Jewell Anderson, on Monday, November 4. 

PRESBYLINES is published monthly by: 

First Presbyterian Church  

301 Hwy 35 North - Rockport, TX 
78382 
Phone No. (361)729-6251;   
Fax No. (361) 729-6299 
Eemail:  fpc.churchlady@yahoo.com 
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