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“People ministering to people for Christ’s sake.” 

 

The Church Office will be closed on Tuesday, December 31, Wednesday, 

January 1 and after 12:30 P.M. on Thursday, January 2nd. 

  

Celebrate the beginning of a New Year at the Lord's Table on Sunday, 

January 05! 

  

Scripture Readings and Sermon Topics: 
 

January 05       John 1:1–18                     “And So It Begins…” 

January 12       Matthew 3:13–17             “Chosen In Love” 

January 19       John 1:29–42                   “See For Yourself” 

January 26       Matthew 4:12–23             “Wait A Minute!” 

 

Wednesday Night Supper and Study: 

  

Join us each Wednesday at 5:30 for supper, and study at 6:00, 

beginning January 08, 2014.  We will complete (finally!) our study of 

the Book of Esther and then move on to other topics. 

   

Attention Church Officers 
 

For your January calendar: 
 

Saturday, January 11 -  

Officer Training, 8:30 A.M. - 3:30 P.M. – Required pre-

ordination training for new Elders, as well as Orientation for 

the whole Session to our work for the coming year.  This year’s 

meeting will held at the Church in Fellowship Hall.  Lunch will be 

provided. 

And Study 
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FROM THE ADMINISTRATIVE COMMITTEE 

Treasurer’s Report 
11/30/13 

 

 

Year to Date 11/30/13  11/30/12  2013 Budget 

 

Income  $268,892         $264,231   $249,221 

 

Expenses $305,767  $267,349   $302,990 

 

If you have not made a pledge for 2014, please prayerfully consider 

doing so.  Having pledges in hand enables us to make the final budget 

and plan for the coming year and also to better serve you, the  

congregation, and our missions.   
 

Pledge forms are in the Vestibule with the Pledge lock box.  Beverly 

also has forms in her office or they can be emailed to her at 

fpc.churchlady@yahoo.com.   

 

To conserve on postage expense, year end giving reports will be 

prepared and available for pick up by mid-January in the church office 

during regular office hours and Sunday mornings.  If you need yours 

mailed, kindly notify the church office at fpc.churchlady@yahoo.com.   
 

Kay Stanley 

NEWS FROM THE 

************************************************************************************ 
 

The January Fellowship Lunch will be Pot Luck with a “Recipe 

From Home.”  Bring that special dish that grandma used to make, or a 

dish from your home state, your home town, or one you remember 

from your parents.  We will meet in the Fellowship Hall after worship 

on the 2nd Sunday in January (January 12).   We will also say THANKS 

AND HONOR OUR CHURCH OFFICERS, those coming in and to those 

who have already served and those who are serving now.   

 

Please come and enjoy sharing your recipe... 

  

and don't forget to say a special "THANK YOU" to our Church Officers. 

 

.Jo Smith 

 

************************************************************************************ 

Lunch 
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Memorial/Honor Fund Committee 
 

Just a reminder that the Memorial/Honor Fund Committee will be active starting in 
January.  The Committee will consist of at least 3 members - a current session member 
and two members from the congregation.  One of the functions of this new committee 
will be to develop and implement an awareness plan to strengthen the gift of giving. 
 
Please contact Beverly or Charlie if you are interested in serving on this committee. 
 

Sally Reynolds 

Elders of First Presbyterian Church 

 

 

As Chair of the Nominating Committee I would like to personally 

thank the Class of 2013 who will be retiring at the end of the year.  

They are: Pete Chamberlain, Gary Gilbert, Katie Henderson, John 

Jackson and Kim Thompson.  These individuals have donated 

countless hours in a variety of tasks for the Church and the 

Community over the past several years.  First Presbyterian Church 

is blessed to have them as members of our congregation. 

 

I would like to remind you that the Class of 2016 will be ordained 

and installed at the worship service on January 12, 2014.  Please 

plan on attending and welcoming the Elder Class of 2016.  They 

are: Veronika Camehl, Sara Craven, Ingrid Little, Matt Meyers, 

Tom Miller and Pati Vincent. 

 

 

Sally Reynolds, Chair 
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It has been a joyous Advent season that has 
involved many "elves" to make it successful. The 
Worship Committee would like to take this 
opportunity to thank those who gave go graciously 
of their time and efforts. 
 
Our sanctuary and fellowship hall were beautifully 
decorated by the very capable team of Jacque Park, 
Adelaide Marlatt and Linda Chamberlin. Each 
Sunday found more and more lovely additions. 
Thank you also to Connie Schuler and Theresa 
Smith for organizing the Chrismons and   
overseeing their care. 
 
The Christmas Cantata was breathtaking as usual.   
The chance choir would like me to thank those 
members of the congregation who added to their 
voices to the choir during this special event…. Nikki 
Yarnall, Merlene Flournoy, Adelaide Marlatt, Kathy Roberts-Douglass, 
Mindy Durham, Caro Jackson and Collin Henderson.  It made a BIG 
difference.  A little birdie even told us that some members had the 
Cantata CD in their car players and drove around with it playing 24/7. 
A big thank you to Yvonne for such a job well done.  It has also been so 
wonderful to have the organ and piano duets once again during 
worship...thank you Merlene for gracing us with your gift. 
 
The Hand Bell Choir (love those Ding a Lings) also provided lovely 
numbers during this special time of the year...thank you so very much! 
 
Special thank you to those members who filled in for Charlie at the 
Cantata worship service during his absence:   
  Caro Jackson 
  Bruce Goodlock  
  Veronika Camehl 
  Al DeGayner 
  
Communion for the month was provided by  
  Veronika Camehl 
  Debbie Shedden.  
 
Communion servers were  
  Ken and Sara Craven, 
  Mindy Durham 
  Don and Caro Jackson 
  Ingrid Little  
  Kay Stanley. 

 

    happenings  by Veronika Camehl 

Fellowship Hall 
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Communion wine was once again furnished by Sally Reynolds. 
 
Head users sharing duties for this very busy time were  
  Pete Chamberlin 
  Kim Thompson 
  Lucille Rainwater 
     ...great job! 
 
Ushers for the month of January are  
  Kim Thompson 
  Jad Smith 
  
Our Christmas Eve service was one again a labor of love by so many 
individuals. Special thanks to the following:  

 
Angels:               Jade Schuler,  
   Karlee and Kinsey Friebele   
   Jordan Patteson  
Mary:  Katie Henderson   
Joseph:  Collin Thompson 
Shepherds:  Ben and Kyler Friebele  
The 3 Wise Men:  Pete Chamberlin,  
   Al DeGayner and  
   Matt Meyers  
Narrator:  Ingrid Little 
 
Extra Note of Thanks to Matt Meyers for revamping the 
illuminated star in the choir loft ...it was superb! 
 

 Of course it goes without saying that all this was taking place while our leader Charlie was 
having major health issues (those pesky blood clots just don't take into account this 
should be such a happy time for ministers) and, even though things have had to 
be changed around and early service suspended temporarily, he has kept his sense of 
humor and carried on to provide us all with a meaningful and heartfelt experience at this 
wonderful time of the year.  Please keep Charlie and his family in your prayers....rest 
assured the Worship Committee will do everything possible (short of preaching) to help. 

 
Last but not least, I would be remiss if I did not extend a 
special thank you to Adelaide Marlatt for her beautiful 
sanctuary floral decorations which graced the Sanctuary over 
the Thanksgiving holiday.   The newsletter was distributed that 
Sunday so I was unable to include a picture or mention it in 
December’s Pres-By-Lines  
  
  
 



Cantata Sunday, December 15, 2013, with Reception following honoring our Music 
Department consisting of the Chancel and Hand Bell Choirs, Pianist Merlene Flournoy 
and Music Director, Yvonne Jaggard.  Not pictured:  The Hand Bell Choir which  
performed an Offertory that day. 
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HAPPY NEW YEAR! 
 

We meet on the first Tuesday of each month.   Please attend for lunch at 

noon, January 7th followed by a short business meeting.   All men who attend 

our church are encouraged to attend. Come and enjoy fine fellowship, 

excellent food, and making commitments to helping others.  We are finished 

in less than an hour, “I guarantee it”. 

 

Here are some of our contributions last year. 

 
Odyssey project for a needy family.   $750 

Graduating Seniors.   $600 

Coastal Bend Troop Support.   $1000 

Good Samaritan’s.        $1000 

Samaritan’s Purse.      $350 

Youth Group Ski Trip.  $800 

Odyssey Christmas support.   $600. 

Wounded Warrior Program.   $200 

Christmas toys for Community Table children.  $1000 allocated, but a generous contribution reduced our 

approximate cost of $900 to $486.  

 

WE LOOK FORWARD TO AN EVEN MORE MEANINGFUL YEAR IN 2014.  HELP US MAKE IT HAPPEN! 

 

Pete Chamberlain 

 

Ministering to … MEN 

THEN WHAT TO OUR WONDERING EYES DID APPEAR,  
BUT SANTA, HIS SLEIGH AND 8 OF HIS RHEINDEER. 
“PRESBYTERIAN MEN!” HE CALLED, “COME THIS WAY!” 
SO THEY GATHERED AND LISTENED AND THEN SAID, “OKAY!” 
THEY GLUED AND SAWED AND HAMMERED AND SEWED …  
TO HELP SANTA OUT … AND DO AS TOLD. 
FILL SANTAS BAG FULL OF LOTS OF TOYS 
TO BE GIVEN TONIGHT TO ALL GIRLS AND BOYS.   

In order for the public to 

know the Presbyterian 

Men’s group provided the 

toys for Santa’s toy bag - 

but not suggest to believing 

children Santa didn't have 

a hand in their selection -  

this table topper was 

displayed on all tables. 
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Ministering to …  WOMEN 

 
Women, these are opportunities for growth and service, and a time to have fellowship with 
other women in the church during January.  Please mark your calendars for the following 
experiences. 
 
1.  The next PW monthly meeting will be Tuesday, January 7 at 10 am in the Parlor. All 
women are invited.  
2.   Our Circle Bible Study will meet on Tuesday, January 14 at 12pm in the parlor.  Kay 
Patteson will begin Chapter 4 of our study of Twelve Extraordinary Women by John 
MacArthur.  (Books are in the church office for sale at $15)  Be sure to bring your lunch to eat. 
3.   Quilters will meet January 21 at 9am to work on prayer quilts upstairs in the quilting room.   
4.  Castaways Volunteers are at Castaways on Mondays  (8am-3pm) and Thursdays (8am-
11am) every week.  There is plenty to do and the jobs are easy to learn!  Please join us!!!  We 
need your help working the store especially on Monday, men and women.  If you can share an 
hour to help on Mondays, we would REALLY appreciate your help!  Hope to see you there on 
Monday anytime all day or on Thursday mornings.    
       * The Annual Christmas Sale was held Nov. 23 in the gym.  Approximately $2400 was 
earned. 
       * Castaways has begun a capital fund campaign. Each church has been asked to give a 
month’s earnings to the fund.  PW voted to give ½ of the Christmas sale earnings, and ½ of 
February’s and ½ of May’s monthly proceeds to fund our part. 
5.  Good Samaritans “Day of Giving” was successful with 60 new contributors this year.  Good 
Samaratins is preparing for Christmas Baskets for 640 families.  The cost per basket is $35-40. 
6.   Kay Patteson reported that the BEAS committee has received an application for funding for 
the spring semester.  The committee will meet soon. 
7.  Christmas Poinsettias can be paid for ($15 each) by making a check to Presbyterian Women 
and placing it in the offering plate on Sunday mornings.  Thank you to each of you who helped 
to make the church so lovely by purchasing poinsettias!! 
8.   If you are interested in helping with Loving Spoonfuls, a group to prepare and deliver meals 
for people coming home from the hospital, please call Sara Craven 727-0093 to volunteer. 
9.   Women’s Retreat is on the calendar for February 8 at the Key Allegro House.  (See Parkie 
Luce’s article providing details.)  Mark your calendars!!!  
10.   Mo Ranch Women’s Conference will be March 28-30, so mark your calendars for that one 
too!  (PW will pay the registration/meal charge, you pay for your housing!)  Registration forms 
are included in this newsletter.   You can turn them in at the church office or to Barbara 
Goodlock.  Deadline is January 7.   
11.   Actions taken by PW: 

a.  $300 donations to the 5 schools for supplies and uniformed clothing.     
b.  Will contribute to the Castaways campaign fund by giving ½ of the amount earned at 

the Christmas Sale, and ½ of earnings through the store for the months of February 
and May. 

c.  Paid $616 in postage for Operation Christmas Child shoeboxes. 
d. Christmas Love Gifts for the church’s employees were approved, and will include 

Merlene Flournoy. 

Poinsettias 
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CASTAWAYS + PW= GENEROSITY 
 

Because of your generous donations to Castaways, and because we have untiring devoted 

Castaways’ men and women volunteers, PW is able to share what is earned from Castaways 

with our church and our community.  Frequently during the year, PW receives requests for 

monetary help. With prayerful consideration, PW tries to provide help where it is 

needed.  The following is a list of PW’s expenditures for 2013.  PW would like to say ‘Thank 

You” to all of you who have helped us make this possible.  
 

1.   5 schools’ uniform dress and needs of students-$1500 for 8 months ($12,000) 

2.   HS students’ needs- $300 for 3 months ($900) 

3.   ABC school- $2100 in gifts  

4.   ABC school- $200 for 3 months child’s tuition ($600) 

5.   3 Scholarships for Youth Group graduating seniors ($1500) + $250 to honor Pat Walzel’s granddaughter’s 

graduation 

6.   Pirates Landing-$4000 so that summer charge would only be $1 per person 

7.   Neet Feet-$1930.24 for over 100 pairs of shoes 

8.   BEAS-$3230.90 for 2 students’ college tuition/books 

9.   Mo Ranch Registration for 19 women-$1995 

10.  John Knox Camp for 9 young people-$4300 

12.  New Church floor buffer- $1385 

13.  Renovation of office wing- $10,000 

14.  Community Table in Pete Chamberlain’s Honor- $5000 

16.  Christmas Love Gifts for Church 6 Employees-$2400 

17.  Christmas shoebox postage- $616  

18   Su Casa for outdoor toys- $1500   

19.  Helen Statesir’s missionary granddaughter-$2500 

20.  Kitchen towels- $33 

21.  Nursing Homes- $7500 

22.  Castaway Labor- $4900 

23.  New shirts and Aprons with FPC logo- $693.70 

24.  Pledge to church- $10,000 

25.  Prayer quilts- $1101.72 

26.  Project Graduation- $300 

27.  Women’s Retreat- $575.48, speaker-$300 

28.  New church sweeper-$238.49 

29.  FPC Youth- $800 

30.  Memorial Food- $51.95 

31.  Charlie’s discretionary fund-$3600 

32.  Nursing Home Helping Hands-$4000 

33.  Tuition for child at Sacred Heart-$400 

34.  10% of earnings to Castaways’ Building Fund 

35.  Fellowship Hall Chairs-$7858.98 

36.  Good Samaritans- raised pledge to $250/month, $650-Christmas Baskets, $1000-Day of Giving 

  

Again, PW says a big “THANK YOU” to all of you who helped us do this mission work.   
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Date:      Sunday, December 1, 2013 

 

Subject:   Operation Christmas Child 2013 

 

From:    Ingrid Little, Chairperson 

 

To:       My Dear First Presbyterian Church Family, 

 

Once again I have been blessed to be involved with one more wonderful project from our church. I can't 

thank the Presbyterian Men enough for their very generous donation. As well as the Presbyterian 

Woman so generously donating all the shipping cost.  

 

I couldn't say enough wonderful things about our church family and the incredible donations they gave. 

With the support of a church family like ours it is hard to go wrong.  

 

In case you have not heard we were able to fill 88 shoeboxes with wonderful items such as  clothing, 

toys, bibles, markers, color books, toothbrushes, hairbrushes, Christmas candy, socks, slippers... 

 

I have always believed that if you have a great team of people helping you, anything will be possible. 

The support that our church family gives is just amazing. Not only was the shoebox collection a huge 

success, I had the opportunity to meet and work with a great  group of people at the Parkdale  Baptist 

Church in Corpus Christi.  

 

I am looking forward to next year’s shoebox collection drive. 

 

Thank you all from the bottom of my heart for not just making The Samaritans Purse collection a huge 

success but giving me the opportunity to help make 88 dreams come true.  

 

"YES VIRGINAI, THERE IS A SANTA CLAUS!" 

 

 

Ingrid U Little 
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Annual Presbyterian Women’s Retreat 

 

Date:  Saturday, February 8, 2014 

Retreat:  9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

Location:  Allegro House, 29 Mazatlan, Rockport 

Cost:  $15 

Speaker:  Shelley Homeyer 

Study Topic: “ T.B.D.  ” 

 

Watch for the sign-up sheet to be posted on the bulletin board next to the Mission Room. 
 
Come one, come all and bring a friend to share fellowship, study and lunch!     You won't want to 
miss this wonderful fellowship together! 
  
Questions?   Call or text Parkie Luce at (361) 463-1547 or email parkieluce@yahoo.com 
 

Ministering to women… Continued 
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Ministering to … the community through use of our facilities 

THE COMMUNITY TABLE    By Pete Chamberlain 
 

The Christmas meal was served on December 17th to 350 diners and Santa and Mrs. Claus distributed toys to 65 

children (10 years old and younger.)  The men and women of our church donated many toys as well as money for many 

more so we had high quality new gifts for all.  The Fellowship Hall was beautifully decorated with the Chrismons tree 

and all the poinsettias.   
 

Thanks go to: 

 The Presbyterian Men voted to allocate $1000 toward Santa’s gifts, a generous 

contribution reduced that to about $500;    

 Jim and Barbara Sikes and John and Adelaide Marlatt for volunteering to shop for the 

toys to fill Santa’s bag of gifts.  They spent a lot of time selecting just the right ones! 

 Thanks to Adelaide for pulling together a bunch of “elves” to organize, process and wrap 

them all.  

 The FPC coordinators … Charlie, Sally Reynolds, Pati Vincent and Susan Lewis … who 

rotate weekly and made the transition from just me to them a seamless changing of the 

guard for all our host churches. 

 ALL the FPC volunteers, too numerous to mention, except for “head cook” Kay Stanley.  She 

has established the “FPC  signature meal” which is meat loaf and all the fixings.  No more 

decisions about what we will cook when it’s our turn…; 

 HEB supermarkets who, increased their support from $500 to $800 in gift cards for the 

purchase of turkeys and hams for our Thanksgiving and New Years Day meals  

 Thanks also to Adelaide Marlatt for once again compiling a list of host church’s 

Christmas worship schedules and special events as well as their regular worship schedule 

details.  She then had it printed by Rockport Printing and distributed the flyers to diners 

at the December 17 Community Table / Christmas meal.  This was greatly appreciated by 

all the host churches. 

 Once the Odyssey After School Program staff selected and took Santa’s unused toys for 

children in need, our maintenance person, Mike Ralls, contacted, coordinated and delivered 

all remaining toys to the Rockport Police Department for distribution. 

 

The 2014 serving schedule has begun to take shape but we have 12 open Tuesdays due to the fact we only have 6 

churches to serve the 8 (occasionally 9) Tuesdays every 2 months.  We have initiated a letter campaign to recruit 

other churches and service agencies to join The Community Table.   
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Thank you Santa’s Elves 

To everyone’s delight, Community Table 
volunteer and Hand Bell Choir member 
Kirsten Corda arrived with her friend Dr. 
Thornburn in tow to lend a helping hand. 
 

Adelaide Marlatt and Pati Vincent were first to 
arrive on Monday morning, December 16, to start 
sorting the toys that filled the conference room.    
Barbara Sikes joined them shortly thereafter.   

Tables were set up and a production line started.  
Shown left to right are Barbara Sikes, Jane 

Ethington, Betty Schultz and Pati Vincent.  There 
were so many toys the process took all morning. 
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January     

07 First Presbyterian Church 

14 Holy Cross Lutheran Church 

21 OPEN 1 –  

28 First Baptist Church 

 

February 

05 St. Peter’s Episcopal Church 

12 Coastal Oaks Church 

19 Peace Lutheran Church 

26 First United Methodist Church 

 

March 

04 First Presbyterian Church 

11 Holy Cross Lutheran Church 

18 OPEN 2 -  

25 First Baptist Church 

 

April 

01 St. Peter’s Episcopal Church 

08 Coastal Oaks Church 

15 First United Methodist Church 

22 Peace Lutheran Church 

29 OPEN 3 – Baptist Church 

 

May 

06 First Presbyterian Church 

13 Holy Cross Lutheran Church 

20 OPEN 4 –  

27 First Baptist Church 

 

June 

03 St. Peter’s Episcopal Church 

10 Coastal Oaks Church 

17 First United Methodist Church 

24 Peace Lutheran Church 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

July 

01 First Presbyterian Church 

08 Holy Cross Lutheran Church 

15 OPEN 5 - 

22 First Baptist Church 

29 OPEN 6 – 

 

August 

05 St. Peter’s Episcopal Church 

12 Coastal Oaks Church 

22 Peace Lutheran Church  

29 First United Methodist Church 

 

September 

02 First Presbyterian Church 

09 Holy Cross Lutheran Church 

16 OPEN 7 –  

23 First Baptist Church 

30 OPEN 8 - 

 

October 

07 St. Peter’s Episcopal Church 

14 Coastal Oaks Church 

21 First United Methodist Church  

28 Peace Lutheran Church 

 

November 

04 First Baptist Church 

11 Holy Cross Lutheran Church 

18 OPEN 9 - 

25 Inter-denominational Thanksgiving Meal 

 

December 

02 St. Peter’s Episcopal Church 

09 Coastal Oaks Church 

“THE COMMUNITY TABLE” 

 PRELIMINARY SERVING SCHEDULE  

for CALENDAR YEAR 2014 

As of:      12/28/2013 
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Ministering to others through Prayer and Prayer Comforters 

To ALL the members of 
this Congregation, 
 
 I owe you all a 
great deal of thanks for 
your prayers, for those 
who took the time to 
tie a knot for my Prayer 
Quilt, some mailed 
cards of support, 

others helped transport me when I couldn’t drive 
(especially to doctor’s appointments.)  Some brought 
communion to me in my home.  One member came by 
especially to take my picture so that it would  be included 
in the church directory.   All I can say is, I have been 
overwhelmed by your compassion and concerns.  THANK 
YOU!!! 
 
 My life changed drastically in the spring of 2012 with 
the confirmation of Parkinson's Disease. I have come to 
realize I had characteristics for at least 15 years before an 
actual diagnosis was made.  Much has changed since then.  
I was a very active person and the curtailment of activities 
really worked on my mental attitude.  I made the decision 
to drop out of Master Gardeners, left the Fulton Mansion 
garden, gave up the City of Rockport Tree Committee, then 
finally had to leave the County Storm Water Management 
Committee …  not to mention ignoring my own yard and 
other home activities.  My mental attitude and memory 
made me accept (or try to accept) that I must give up 
some of my self-sufficiency—my problem being that I was 
a “take charge” kind of person.  I cannot do that any more 
- but know there are some who are thankful for it! 
 
 This is all a new learning experience, please bear 
with me as I continue to understand my limitations. 
  
 I am grateful to you for continuing to keep me in 
your thoughts and prayers. 
 
Nan Jackson 

 
Dear Friends,   
 
Bill and I want 
to express our 
appreciation 
for everything  
that has been 

done for us since my accident.  
Words seem inadequate to thank 
you for your prayers, the prayer 
quilt, the phone calls, the cards, the 
visits and all the food prepared and 
brought to us…. Thank You, Thank 
You, Thank you!!!!! 
 
I seem to be healing nicely, but the 
official word will be after my 
December 1 visit to the surgeon. 
 
To each one of you who in anyway 
helped us, we will always be 
grateful.  This church family is such 
a blessing!! 
 
Please continue to remember us in 
your prayers. 
 
Elaine McMurry 
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More Ministering to others through Prayer  

Editor’s Note:   Received this eCard from a 
Nebraska native and high school classmate of 
Dean Pasold (he attended FPC when he lived in 
Rockport.)  Donna was diagnosed in December  
with breast cancer and is having difficulty 
tolerating the chemo treatments.    
 
Sentiment on eCard:  May the Lord repay you 
for what you have done. May you be richly 
rewarded by the Lord.    Ruth 2:12 
 
Dean 
The Prayer Quilt is so nice. Many thanks for 
sending it. I have been having everyone tie a 
knot for me. Will take it to my next chemo this 
Tues. Had a great week but know what will be 
after Tues. Just so all this works. One must have 
faith in the Lord as He knows just what I can 

Editor’s Note:  Received this thank you card from 

Ellie Herbold of San Antonio, friend and mother 

of Sandy Booth’s daughter in law.  Ellie was 

diagnosed in November with an aggressive strain 

of breast cancer…. 

 

I just opened an envelope from your church and 

was so surprised and touched to find the prayer 

quilt!  It humbles me to know how many people 

have been praying for me and this outward sign 

is amazing.  Thank you so much for your prayers 

and your concern. The fellowship of believers is 

truly amazing with their support. God has walked 

with me and I don't believe I have ever felt His 

presence so much.  It was not an accident that 

there was a cancelled appointment for the next 

day so that I could get the surgery done 

quickly. The feeling of peace which I 

experienced could not have been anything but 

God.  He is so faithful and promises to be with 

us, but I guess I always have a little doubt, but 

now I know for sure. 

  

Thank you again. And thank the lady who makes 

these quilts and let her know how much I 

appreciate the love that goes into it. 

Editor’s Note:  Christmas Card sent by Caroline Bernardy’s  daughter in law who received a prayer comforter last summer 
after spots were found on her left lung when x-rays were taken following botched rotator-cuff surgery.   
 

Card Inscription:  Like soft falling snow on a winter’s night, may your holiday shimmer with peace.  Merry Christmas … 
“and we pray you have a Great New Year.  Sincerely w/ love, Eddie and Debra Griffith.” 

 

 You know when someone prays it would be nice to hear if, when,  and how one’s prayers are being answered?  It has been a 
while, back in May 2012, since you took the time to make me a prayer comforter full of knots tied in prayer for myself and my husband.  
What at first looked like it may be lung cancer turned out to be a Stage 4 8cm Hodgkin's Lymphoma tumor sitting one inch above my 
heart and spreading over my right lung about one-third of the way.  In addition Eddie is now experiencing his 3rd layoff in 2 years.  As 
well as in June last year, just 2 weeks after my chemo began, the Lord took my little sister home after a serious bought with Breast 
Cancer.  Yet thru all of this our Faith could not be stronger because not only are our lives in our Lord’s hands, He will bring us through 
the way He deems to be best, AND we know this because each day He wakes us up He declares He still has a need to do something 
through us. 
 What also helps keep us going is knowing there are others in our Lord’s family that felt Him stir their hearts to tie a knot and 
pray.  I knew He has a hand on my heart because today the 8cm tumor has now shrunk to 5cm.   
 I just saw all your faces smile… know how?  Because when one smiles it is stirred by our Lord who needs His smile shared 
with each other…. Spirit to Spirit, heart to heart, face to face… even miles apart.  Only love puts a smile on our face and stirs our heart.  
Please if you would keep praying for us that Eddie will find work soon, find the special job the Lord has prepared for him… but know 
until then our Lord has a reason why we just celebrated our 34th anniversary and we’ll see all the time yet to come because it’s our 
Lord’s love we share with each other.   

 Let us know if Eddie’s mom, Caroline Bernardy, my favorite mother in law is smiling or not.  Please give her a hug 
from us through you to her…. Thank You.  (Just ask my mother in law, yes, her daughter in law does talk a lot!  Ha ha) 
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Ministering to …  others in the Community 

While CELEBRATING the birth of the CHRIST Child, also CELEBRATE with 

Rockport/Fulton Good Samaritans! 

 

CELEBRATE that the folks at First Presbyterian Church supported the 

Rockport/Fulton Good Samaritan’s annual Christmas basket program with 

generous donations of time, food and money.   

 

CELEBTRATE that the generosity of First Presbyterian Church helped fund 

and fill the 640 baskets distributed in December. 

 

CELEBRATE that First Presbyterian Church’s Women’s and Men’s groups 

donated $1,750 of the $2,535 given by individuals in the congregation in 

support of the Good Samaritans during the November Day-of-Giving. 

 

CELEBRATE that Rockport/Fulton Good Samaritans are now busy with plans to 

continue serving our community in 2014 by putting to good use the more than 

$42,407 received from the November fundraiser. 

 

CELEBRATE by volunteering to join in serving with us again in 2014!  Become a 

Good Samaritan volunteer and help make a difference.  You can choose times 

to work that fit your schedule, and there are many different jobs that you can 

perform.   No one is too old or too young to help out.  Here are a few ways you 

can help starting today! 

 

Receptionist: Greet clients, set-up files, answer phones, and maintain 

the office. 

Pantry Worker: Stock, organize, and distribute food to our clients. 

Interviewer: Work directly with our clients to determine needs and 

to provide services. 

Christmas Baskets: Special work in November and December signing up 

families, collecting and organizing food items, and 

distributing baskets. 

Other:  Help with fund-raising, bookkeeping, facilities and 

Our display in the “Mission Room” 
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Odds ‘n Ends ... 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
02 Jad Smith 
04 Holly Hamilton 
 Brittany Meyers 
 Frank Wix 
06 Eileen Mangham 
07 Nancy Holubec 
11 Katie Henderson 
 Don Smith 
12  Nancy Melcher 
17 Lois Harrington 
 Reba Kling 
21 Susan Gill 
22 Rita Gilbert 
 Susan Lewis 
 Bill McMurry 
23 Carol Milbrandt 
24  Teresa Hopman 
 Connie Schuler 
26  Gerald Hopman 
 Bobbie McLester 
 John Watters 
27  Liz  Murray 
31  Sue DeGayner 

 

If your birthday is not listed, or in 
error, please call the church 
office at 729-6251. 

in 

SANCTUARY FLOWER SPONSORSHIPS  
  

Sundays in JANUARY still 
available are:    ALL 
   
  

 

2013 Sign Up Sheets are 

posted on the bulletin board next 

to the Mission Room. 

View of NAME TAG Display  
in the Mission Room 

NAME TAGS:  Winter Texans are 
returning to Church. Help them 
properly identify you by wearing 
your name tags.  If in need of a new 
or replacement, request it by filling 
in the folder in the Mission Room 
beneath the name tag holders (as 
pictured above.)   
 

TRANSPORTATION NEEDED…. 

 

My son Trent is attending TAMUCC and needs 

rides to and from school.  

 

His Spring 2014 schedule at the moment is 

10:00am to 6:45pm Mondays and Wednes-

days,  

11:00am - 1:50pm on Thursdays. 

10:00am - 1:50pm on Friday 

 

He might be able to change his MWF to 

begin at 9:00am with MW ending at 3:15pm and 

Friday ending at 1:50pm.  

 

We would be happy to help with gas.  

 

Please help us find rides, and it doesn't 

have to be same person both ways.  

 

Our home phone number is 729-3379  

and my cell is 463-7147.  
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 Please include these individuals in your Prayers of  Intercession: 
 
December Prayers for children and all who have power, authority and influence over them 
were said for:  Pray for child development programs like Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts…. 
 
Members At Home:  Bob Hill, Nan Jackson, Norma Giebelhaus, Aggie Sikes (Poteet,) Eileen Harrison 

(Hondo,) Laverne Hanszen (Rockwell,) Joe Bear, Elaine McMurry, *Charlie Schuler. 
 
Members In Nursing Centers: Lois Harrington (Gulf Pointe Village;) Win Smith (Dallas;) Pat Walzel (The Mirador, Corpus.)  
 
Our armed forces serving in harm’s way:  LT Joe Anthony and his wife, Lt. Shannon Anthony, Jon Mussett (M/M Charlie Schuler’s 
niece and nephews;) CW3 John Doolan, Lcpl Byron Cohea (Bev Jacobson’s friend, son of BSM friend;) SPC Gilbert Lopez (Carolina 
Hernandez’s nephew;) Capt. Brandon Glass (Karen Glass’s son, Kay Patteson’s grandson.) 
 
Our Extended Family and Friends: Kevin Brown (M/M Jim Anderson’s son-in-law;) Barbara Purcell (Liz Murray’s mother;) Brenda 
Shelly (Kathy Roberts-Douglas’s friend;) Ella Catherine Andrus (M/M Ozzie Williams’s grand daughter;) Betty Close (Sally Reynolds’ 
mother;) Judy Nelson, Ellie Herbold, Anthony Booth (Sandy Booth’s sister in law, daughter in law’s mother, grandson;) Mack Ely, Debra 
Kay Griffith (Caroline Bernardy’s friend, daughter in law;) Robin Ford, Brooke Hester (Tom Jaggard’s co-worker, co-worker’s child;) 
Strother Norman (Caro Jackson’s cousin,) Judy Redman, Bobby Flanagan, Paul Klemm, Courtney Klemcke (Kim Thompson’s friends;) 
Marguerite Davis, Bruce Daily, Michelle Dillon (M/M Ed Fegley’s sister, daughter in law’s father, daughter’s neighbor;) Delora Kirby, 
Danielle T. Marshall, Cliff Kessinger, Chuck Bode, Ralph Alvarado, Donna Mahnke (Bev Jacobson’s cousins, friends;) Evi Trubenecker 
(Veronika Camehl’s aunt;) Andrew Brice (M/M Ken Craven’s friend;) Wynell McLain, Bennett Trimble, Mary Lynn Hooker (Sandy 
Swanson’s friends;) Laura Ledbetter (M/M Patrick Brown’s daughter;) Sylvia Garza (M/M Daniel Garcia’s cousin;) Judy Moore (Yvonne 
Jaggard’s Assistant Choir Director;) Adrian Nesmith (husband of Amanda Schuler’s co-worker;) Alyssa Babineaux, Bill Lathrop, Bob 
Duggan, Dr. Lee Gunn, Don “Plumber” Christiansen (Ingrid Little’s friends;) Cindy Chamberlain, JoAnn Shedden, Mike Shedden (Debbie 
Shedden’s friends, mother in law, husband;) Bryan Vincent, Bill Vincent (Pati Vincent’s son, brother in law;) Chai Sornchai (M/M Pete 
Chamberlain’s nephew-in-law;) David Swisher (M/M Ed Rainwater’s friend;) Sally Layscak; Conner deCordoza & parents (M/M Charlie 
Schuler’s great nephew, niece & nephew in law;) Lyda Freeman, Sue Huffman, Luis Pitluk (M/M Gary Gilbert’s friends;) Mary Logsdon 
(Adelaide Marlatt’s friend;) Kathleen Rogers, Cheryl Bullock, Glenda Boehk (Shirley Latham’s neighbor, daughter, friend;) Henry 
Yeoman (Darline Yeoman’s son;) Lynn Kennedy (Peggy Bear’s friend;) Nikki Calhoun, Ardy Goodman, Max Wilbanks, A.J. Viertel (M/M 
Tom Miller’s niece, friends;) Fidel & Mary Guerrero (M/M John Bradshaw’s friends;) Steve and Laquita Lawrence families; Stan Kerpoe; 
Brooks Robbins (Ann Robbins’ husband;) Starla Steinkuehler (Betty Schultz’s niece;) JoAnn Hill (Jeane Lind’s friend;) Zane Hodges (M/M 
Bud Hanson’s great grandson;) Kathy Lantagne (M/M Dave Ethington’s friend;) Shelly Masterson (mother of Barbara Ecklemann’s 
daughter in law.)  

PRESBYLINES is published monthly by: 

First Presbyterian Church  
301 Hwy 35 North - Rockport, TX 78382 
Phone No. (361)729-6251;   
Fax No. (361) 729-6299 
Eemail:  churchlady8@sbcglobal.net 
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