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* From the Staff, Charlie *
Regarding Stewardship - 12 November 2017

Dear Church Family,
The week before Hurricane Harvey (that is how we seem to date things these
days), the Session resolved to form a Stewardship Committee and begin work on our
annual campaign. Then, of course, we were ever so rudely interrupted! Since then,
our priorities have been the care of our extended church family, repair of our facilities,
and resumption of our ministry and mission.
Those remain our priorities, in that same order, and so with Session concurrence
we have decided not to have a stewardship campaign this year. Maybe it would be
more accurate to say we have decided to have a different kind of campaign, perhaps a
“reverse” stewardship campaign.
As members of our church family, you are our first and foremost concern. The
church building is under repair, and we appear to have sufficient resources available at
this time to proceed with that. We will have a better sense as things progress, but we
are not worried, and we do not want you to be anxious either. God is good, and
people have been generous in their support; we are blessed! We will rebuild,
redecorate, refurnish, and resume regular activities as soon as possible, taking care to
do all things right along the way.
Our stewardship message to you is one of encouragement: we encourage you to
use your resources carefully, that is, to use your time, talents, energies and, yes,
money to care for yourself, for your loved ones, for your friends and neighbors, for the
strangers in our midst. We know you love this church as we do, and we trust you will
continue to do your best for it as you have always done.
Now this is where the “reverse” part comes in. Our first concern really is for
you, our church family, and the emotional, physical, and financial burdens you are all
carrying right now, and we do not wish to add to those. Instead, we encourage you to
allow us to share those burdens. Rather than telling you what the church needs, we
are hoping you will tell us what you need so that we can help you. Please know we
are here, and we are listening, and we are praying.

For the Session
Charlie

* Charlie (continued *
Advent/Christmas 2017
December 03 – 1st Sunday of Advent - HOPE
1 Corinthians 1:3-9
“Deck The Halls”
Service of the Advent Wreath
Chrismon Tree Service – Presenting symbols of our faith

Distribution of Advent Calendars and Shopping Lists
Celebration of the Lord’s Supper (Intinction)
December 10 – 2nd Sunday of Advent - LOVE
Mark 1:1-8
“With Holy Spirit”
Service of the Advent Wreath
Poinsettia Sunday

December 17 – 3rd Sunday of Advent - JOY
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11
“Scripture Fulfilled”
Service of the Advent Wreath
Christmas Joy Offering
December 24 – 4th Sunday of Advent
Luke 1:26–38
“Let It Be”
Service of the Advent Wreath

December 24 – Christmas Eve Service, 6:00 P.M.
Service of the Advent Wreath
Celebration of the Lord’s Supper (Intinction)
Candle-Lighting
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* Charlie (continued ) *
Wednesday Night Supper and Study
Wednesday Night Supper and Study will continue in December with an Advent theme. As always,
supper is served at 5:30; the study begins at 6:00 and ends by 7:00. Come join us for food, fellowship,
and study. (No meeting on December 27)
Called Meeting of the Congregation
A Called Meeting of the Congregation was held November 12, 2017, at lunch in the Miriam Ferrell
Youth Center, for the following purposes:
To hear and act upon the report of the 2017 Church Officer Nominating Committee
To hear an update on hurricane damage and repairs to church buildings
To receive a communication from the Session regarding Stewardship
The Report of the Nominating Committee was approved unanimously. Elected to serve as Elders,
Session Class of 2020:
1. Larry Cobb
2. Dwight Edens
3. Michael Henderson
4. Beverly Jacobson
5. Adelaide Marlatt

Office Holiday Closings
The Church Office will be closed for holy day observances Monday and Tuesday, December 25th and
26th, as well as Monday, January 1st.
“Reverse” Advent Calendar
Something a little different… traditional advent calendars offer a gift for each day: perhaps a verse of
Scripture or an inspirational thought; perhaps something more tangle, a small toy, or tasty tidbit. As
Christmas nears, each day is marked, and we remember how gifted we are, and we anticipate the
coming of the greatest gift of all, the infant Christ.
This year, come pick up an Advent devotional booklet, a gift from a member of our Church Family.
With it you will find a grocery sack and a list of pantry items. Then, each day of Advent, read the
devotional, and place an item in the sack. As Christmas nears, each day is marked, and we remember
how God gives us more than enough to share, and how the great good news of Jesus Christ is the best
gift of all.
On Christmas Eve, bring the sack full of gifts to worship and we will consecrate them and pass them
along to the Good Samaritan Center to be distributed to those in need.
Remember: As you do for the least of his children, you do it for him!
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* Charlie (continued *
Christmas Joy Offering
On Sunday, December 17, we will receive the Christmas Joy Offering during both services. A
cherished Presbyterian tradition since the 1930s, the Christmas Joy Offering is one of the four special
offerings designated by the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). Because Advent
and Christmas shine a light not only on our world’s greatest hope but also on our world’s greatest
need, the PC(USA) provides this opportunity for congregations to support causes specifically designed
to bring Good News of Great Joy to the poor in circumstance or spirit. Undesignated gifts to the
Christmas Joy Offering will be distributed equally to the Assistance Program of the Board of Pensions
and to support student scholarships at Presbyterian-related racial ethnic schools and colleges.
Attention Church Officers – Important Dates!
Thursday, December 21, 6:00 P.M.:
Final Session meeting of the year
Saturday, January 13, 2018:
Officer Retreat, 8:30 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.
Required pre-ordination training for new Elders
Orientation for the whole Session to our work for the coming year
Sunday, January 14, 2018
Called Meeting of Session, Pastor’s Office, 10:15 A.M.
Service of Ordination and Installation, 10:30 A.M. Morning Worship
Thursday, January 18, 2018
Stated Meeting of Session, Fellowship Hall, 6:00 PM
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Treasurer’s Report
Preliminary 2018 Budget
Little change is expected in expenses to operate the facilities and keep the normal repairs and maintenance up to date.
Salaries are unchanged from last year. The budget continues “bare bones” for another year as follows

Expenses
Church Programs
Church Worship
Church InReach
Church OutReach
General & Administrative
Building & Grounds
Kitchen Supplies
Insurance
Office Administration
Utilities
Other
Payroll
Total Payroll
Total Expense

2018 Prelim
Budget

2017
Budget

$ 26,168
4,250
150
400

$ 19,618
4,550
100
500

24,500
900
36,450
21,050
23,300
1,972

24,400
900
37,250
20,450
26,300
1,972

216,402

216,402

$ 355,542

$ 352,442

2017 Results through 10/31/17
Treasurer’s Report
As of 10/31/17
Year to Date
Income
Loose Offering
Pledges
Unpledged Giving
Castaways
Special Gifts
Total Income
Expenses

10/31/17

10/31/16

2017 Budget

$ 12,250
$127,001
$ 59,570
$ 59,210
$258,031
$285,441

$ 12,107
$136,889
$ 43,939
$ 64,021
$
100
$257,056
$292,335

$ 11,426
$127,480
$ 56,150
$ 60,000
.
$255,056
$300,299

Cash Over (Short)

$ (27,410)

$ (35,279)

$ (45,243)
Kay Stanley
Treasurer
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Program Committee
The Program Committee, made up of Kelly McNeely, Scott Hime, Tom Jaggard and Charlie Schuler, held its regular meeting at 4:30
on Wednesday, November 8, 2017.
We discussed the need for our church to decide what its mission ministry will look like in the coming year and foreseeable future.
We are still called to feed the hungry, but how do we do that in light of the fact that Community Table will remain on hold at
least through the winter months?
We feel that one of our congregation’s strong suits is “grandparenting.” We can build on that resource to be a nurturing
family that nurtures young families, especially those who do not have grandparents who live nearby. We are seeking
ideas for & help developing a program that brings the generations together.
Scott & Mary, Connie & Theresa, Parkie & Charlie, and Tom, Karla, & Julie are our terrific teaching teams for Sunday School this
year. Please come to class & invite a friend.
Wednesday Night Supper and Study began on November 1. Charlie’s lessons are from a study entitled Protestant Reformations.
Presbyterian Women have proposed to remove several line items from the group’s 2018 budget. The group believes these items
should be included in the church budget instead because they are a function of the whole church, not the PW group.
At the November meeting of the Ministerial Alliance, the members decided that it is not feasible to host Community Table’s
traditional Christmas dinner this year. The main obstacles are the limited space available, fewer available volunteers, and the
unknown number of diners to prepare for. We talked about the possibility of having a Christmas meal for a limited number of
families, but the logistics have not been worked out.

InReach Committee
We worked with Presbyterian Women to identify member recipients of the gift cards purchased with the funds from our Marble
Falls friends. This was a wonderful gift which has enabled our congregation to give monetary gifts to members to help them
during this recovery period.
We also welcomed 3 new members (featured below) and 1 member (Bob Morrison) who had been a member before when he
lived in Rockport and whose membership was reactivated now that he has returned. Bob Morrison will be featured in another
Newsletter.
Please join in welcoming Don and Barbara Bird and Kathy Nell Johnson:
Don and Barbara Bird moved to the area from Brownwood, Texas. They have made their home here in
the Lamar area because they like fishing and birding, both of which are plentiful and accessible in this area.
Don is a semi-retired CPA who also loves woodworking and playing golf. He attends the monthly Men’s
group meeting and has a wonderful dry, sense of humor. Barbara is a retired RN who loves birding and
painting and plants. She has discovered the beautiful desert rose plants which do so well in the area and
has a collection of unusual types and colors of these flowering plants. Barbara sings alto and plans to
become part of our church choir. She is a part of the monthly PW Bible study group. She and Don like to
travel.

Kathy Johnson hails from Owassa, Oklahoma (close to Tulsa.) She lives in the Lamar
area (she is Barbara’s sister) because she too enjoys the accessibility to fishing and birding. Her hobbies include
things plant- related, and fishing and birding. Kathy is a part of the monthly PW Bible Study group and plans to
be a part of the choir and the bell choir. She is interested in Castaways, perhaps to fill in or “as schedule
allows” basis. She indicates they worshiped at several churches in the area, and chose to become part of 1 st
Presbyterian because we made them feel welcome and easy to get to know.
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Worship Committee
We give a big thanks to those who participated in November’s Worship Services:
Head Ushers: Sally Reynolds and Nancy Melcher
Communion Servers:
Communion Preparer:
Wine Provider:
Lay Readers:

Kay Stanley, Pete Chamberlain, Bobby Jackson, VeeAnn Wright
Pati Vincent
Sally Reynolds
Tom Jaggard, Lois Atwood, Jon Gaskamp

USHERS FOR DECEMBER: T.B.D.
Special Thanks to Adelade Marlatt for decorating the Fellowship Hall for Thanksgiving.

Fellowship Committee

’s Fellowship lunch is …

a Pork Tenderloin meal!

The Fellowship Committee will provide the pork tenderloin
and Veronika will prepare a pull tab poster for volunteers
to select sides, salads or sweets to contribute. Then join
us in the Youth Center after worship on December 10 for
the 2nd Sunday Fellowship Lunch .
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Presbyterian Women …
Women, these are opportunities during December 2017 for growth and service, and a time to have fellowship
with other women in the church. Please mark your calendars for the following experiences.
1. PW will meet on December 5 at 10:00 am in the Cafe. All women are cordially invited to attend this business
meeting.
2. Quilters will meet December 19 at 9:00am in the in the Cafe to make Prayer Comforters and Christmas quilts
for PCHAS. Bring your sewing machines, scissors, and your ability to help.
3. Circle Bible Study will meet December 26 at 12:00 am in the Cafe. We are working through the book of
Hebrews in a study called “Cloud of Witnesses”. We are on the third lesson. All women are encouraged to
come to this study. There were 15 at the October study. Please bring a sack lunch.
4. Treasurer’s Report- Income $34,630.40. Disbursements- $70,528.93.Year to date balance-$35,774.03. We
worked on the budget for 2018 removing these line items: Pastor’ Discretionary Fund, Youth Fund, Good Sams,
Community Table, Castaways Supplies, Upper Room Subscription. We raised Mo Ranch Women’s Conference
$500, lowered Backpack Buddies $2200, raised Birthday Party Expense $700 for a catered meal, raised Bible
Study booklets $100, raised love gifts/memorials $2800, raised Staff Love Gifts $700. This is still a working
budget until we vote in December to finalize it.
5. Castaways - business is picking up. Furniture is selling We have oodles of donations. We work the store all
day on Mondays from 8-3. On Thursday, we price the materials to be put out in the store on Mondays from 811 a.m. Please join us for a good time either of these days. Pulling for December will be on Saturday,
December 30 at 3:30 p.m.
6. Good Samaritans-Janet Gaskamp reported that Good Sams is open only Monday, Wednesday, Friday. Their
building is not repaired yet. Their clientele is down. They are NOT doing Christmas baskets this
year. Insurance is not replacing refrigerators. They still need volunteers, if you have an hour or so to give.
7. BEAS- our student dropped her class this semester.
8. Backpack Buddies- Trish Revel reported that food has been delivered for 20 students.
9. Neet Feet- Kelly McNeely reported that we bought 94 pairs of shoes, representing 45 families,
totaling $1572.42.
10. Quilts- Many quilts are needed for our Christmas gifts to PCHAS.
11. A sign-up list for Christmas Poinsettias is on the board next to the coffee area. They cost $10.50. We
ordered 50 from Aransas Flowers.
12. The monies from the Marble Falls women was divided between Rockport, Aransas Pass and Port
Aransas. Our share was used to purchase $250 gift cards for church members who need it. We have passed
out 12, with 18 remaining.
Actions taken:
1. PW voted to remove the Discretionary Funds, Youth Fund, purchasing of Upper Room, Castaway supplies,
Community Table, and Good Samaritans from our budget to be transferred to the church budget. We adjusted
the amounts of Backpack Buddies, Mo Ranch Women’s Conference, PW Birthday Party, Love Gifts and
Memorials, and Staff Christmas Love Gifts.
2. PW voted to give $500 to Odyssey and Council on Aging and $1250 to Good Samaritans on Nov. 14 Day of
Giving.
3. PW decided to start supporting Katie Henderson in monthly greetings of some kind.
4. PW voted to forgive the $400 our BEAS student used on the class she dropped.
5. It is time to replace Vice Moderator, Secretary, Publicity, and Chairs of Castaways, Good Sams, and
Resources/Mission. If you would like to serve in one of these positions, please contact Caren Cobb or Adelaide
Marlatt.
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Odds & Ends
From: Karlee Friebele
After our first church service after Hurricane Harvey and knowing that our
church would need help with repairs I came up with an idea. I came up with a
design based on Charlie Schuler’s sermon and with the help of Sun Kissed
Graphics made a t-shirt to sell. All profits will go to The First Presbyterian
Church of Rockport. Please comment if you would like to buy one. Thank
you!!! We can deliver too!!

in
5
10
11
12
13
13
16
18

22
23
27
28
30
31

Bobby Jackson
Berta Jean Little
Timothy Little
Kelly McNeely
Kay Mitchener
Sonny Park
Tracie McLester
Alissa Spears
Peggy Bear
Boyd Braniff
Sandy Swanson
Thomas Kelley
Lt Adam Watters
Theresa Smith
Nancy Bolks
Penney Clarke
Al Chalkley
Linda Chamberlain
Lisa Martin
Cayson Little
Scott McNeely
Jade Schuler

If your birthday is not listed, or in
error, please call the church office
at 729-6251.
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PRESBYLINES is published monthly by:
First Presbyterian Church
301 Hwy 35 North
Rockport, TX 78382
Phone No. (361)729-6251;
Fax No. (361) 729-6299
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Return service requested.
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