
“People ministering to people for Christ’s sake.” 

 

Volume 21 - Issue 1                     

December 29, 2017 
 

Dear Church Family, 
 
This letter brings greetings from the Session, your elected Elders. As those responsible for providing direction 
and leadership for our congregation, we wish to begin the New Year with a recap of the last four months. 
Charlie has shared with you and with us several stories that describe the amazing grace that our church has 
experienced in the aftermath of Hurricane Harvey. We know that our church family is blessed beyond 
measure by a loving and faithful God and pray that you can see God’s grace and mercy in action during this 
time of recovery, too.   
 
On Sunday, September 3, Mary and Scott Hime helped Charlie arrange a conference call for all Session 
members who could join in.  We talked and we listened and we encouraged each other. Everyone had an 
opportunity to ask questions and to answer others’ queries. While we were relieved to learn that the people 
of Rockport survived the storm and that our lovely building did, too, we knew that cleanup, recovery and a 
strange “new normal” were in our future.  Reaching out to the congregation was of utmost importance, and 
soon after that phone call, Charlie sent to our church family a message of hope.  Reading it again this week, 
we can see that his words are clearly inspired by God.   Charlie wrote:  
  

“God called Moses to a task that clearly seemed impossible to accomplish. Moses was sure he 
needed more: more information, more authority, more something, maybe more everything. God 
had to remind Moses that he was not facing his task alone, that there was One who was with him, 
One who has more than enough, One who is everything.” 
 
“In the aftermath of Hurricane Harvey, we are reminded that we are not alone. We face cleanup 
and recovery, and the establishment of a “new normal.” God is calling us to a new life, post-Harvey 
life, to new ways to be and do church, new ways to be and do community. God calls us to be 
faithful, to trust that God is enough, that together as the people of God we will find our way 
through the wilderness to the new place to which God is calling and leading us.” 
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We are so very blessed to have John Murray, President of Teal Construction, as a devoted church 
member.  He stepped up to help his beloved church in a time of great need. He arranged for generators 
to cool the café area so that the doors of the church office could be opened within days of the storm. 
Then, on September 10, the Holy Spirit definitely moved among us as we worshipped together for the 
first time post-Harvey. Later in the month, the Session held its regular meeting and voted unanimously to 
authorize Charlie to make the small day to day decisions concerning repairs to the church so that 
unnecessary delays could be avoided. However, all major decisions have been and always will be in the 
hands of your Session, a group of dedicated Elders.   
 
At its October meeting the Session approved paying the additional cost of asbestos abatement and 
removal from all areas of building. We also called the Annual Congregational Meeting for November 12. It 
was very well attended; perhaps that was because lunch was served!   
 
The agenda had 3 items:   

 The congregation elected 5 church members to serve as Elders, Session Class of 2020.  

 Charlie’s update on the damage caused by Hurricane Harvey detailed the amazing donations that 
we have received and the extensive repairs that are in progress.  

 Charlie explained that the Session had voted to not have a formal Stewardship Campaign this year.  
Instead, knowing that the hurricane wreaked havoc on people’s finances and other resources, your 
Session asks that each member of our congregation give what he/she can.  We know that you love 
this church as we do, and we trust you will continue to do your best for it as you have always done.   

 
At the November and December Session meetings, the financials showed that the church is doing okay. 
We are not worried, and we don’t want you to be either. God is good, and people from all over have been 
generous.  Charlie also reported on the progress of repairs and how smoothly the process has been going. 
We received very good news on December 21; we will once again worship in the Sanctuary on Sunday, 
January 14.  
 
Our first Sunday back in the Sanctuary is also Ordination and Installation Sunday. The service is especially 
meaningful because the “laying on of hands” is so inclusive. Charlie will invite participation from everyone 
who is currently serving or who has ever been ordained in this congregation, in any Presbyterian 
congregation, and in any congregation from any denomination. Talk about a mighty cloud of witnesses!   
 
We, the members of Session, would like to conclude by saying that we are available to answer any 
questions that you have. Elders know that they represent the congregation and want to consider 
members’ wishes when making decisions.  In addition, we urge each church member to be as active as 
possible in our church. Your volunteer spirit and involvement in the life of the church are always needed 
and appreciated. May we all remember that God calls us to live in to service in His name – to love Him 
and to love and serve our neighbors.  
 
We wish you all a Happy and Healthy New Year.  
 
Peace be with you, 
From the Session of FPC Rockport 



3 

 

First let me begin by saying First Presbyterian Church is doing well.  The generosity 

of our congregation, community, organizations and churches throughout the State and 

nation have been amazing.   

 

The reconstruction is going extremely well and we should be back in our sanctuary 

next month.  Charlie and Beverly have been working diligently with the remodeling and 

repairs and have been consulting with your Session from the beginning of this ordeal. 

We were so fortunate that we were able to continue our worship so soon after Harvey, 

but there will still be additional work to do in the parlor, gym and fellowship hall. 

We owe so much to John Murray and Teal Construction who have been here since week 

one.  Please give John a very special thank you. 

 

Next the committee needs to report to you the resignation of three Elders from 

Session.  Dwight and B.J. Edens sadly will be moving from Rockport.  Their 

resignations were effective December 6, 2017. We wish them well in their new 

adventure.  Finally, Beverly Jacobson was elected to be an incoming Elder in January 

but has resigned that position.  Beverly has also announced her retirement effective 

June 30, 2018.  She and Terry will be moving closer to their son and his family in 

the El Paso area.  I'm sure you are thinking the same thing the Session thought - 

"What will we do without the Church Lady?" 

 

The Nominating Committee and the Personnel Subcommittee will start their work 

immediately after the holidays.  Wish us luck! 

 

 

Thanks, 

Sally Reynolds 

 

 

 

Operations Committee  

Program Committee 

Adult Sunday School :  Starting Sunday, January 7th Scott 

and Mary Hime will be leading a 9-week study on prayer.  They 

will be reading the book, Prayer: Experiencing Awe and Intimacy 

with God, written by Timothy Keller, a New York Presbyterian 

pastor.  In the book, the journey of prayer is described as 

finding our way through to duty to delight.  The topic will be 

challenging and the fellowship will be enriching. Please give Adult 

Sunday School a try.   If you would like a book, let Mary 

know.  They are $12.  Reading the book is not required nor is 

attending every class.   
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1. Date:   January 14 

2. Theme :     “Recipe from Home” potluck  Bring a special dish grandma used to make, or a dish from your 

home state, your home town, or one you remember from your parents.   

3. Where:  Youth Center (a.k.a. “The Gym”) 

4. January 14 is Installation and Ordination Sunday so we will honor church officers by  

CONGRATULATING new elders comprising the Class of 2020 ordained and installed, 

APPRECIATING members of the Classes of 2018 and 2019 still serving and  THANKING the 

elders of the Class of 2017 who rotated off December 31.      

 

Come and enjoy good food, fun and fellowship! 

...and don't forget to say a special "THANK YOU" to our Church Officers. 

 

  OUTGoing                INcoming 

Class of 2017  Class of 2018  Class of 2019  Class of 2020 

Lois Atwood  B.J. Edens  Veronika Camehl  Larry Cobb 

Dwight Edens  Janet Gaskamp  Kathy Green  Mike Henderson 

Adelaide Marlatt Scott Hime  Tom Jaggard  Adelaide Marlatt 

Sally Reynolds  Kelly McNeely  Ken Owens 

Jo Smith  Nancy Melcher  Pati Vincent 

 

Fellowship Committee 

 … the 2nd Sunday Fellowship lunch is …  

Treasurer’s Report as of 11/30/17 
Kay Stanley, Treasurer 

 

Year to Date      11/30/17             11/30/16  2017 Budget 

Income   
Loose Offering/Other  $   13,145   $  13,002       $     12,568 

Pledges       142,185              151,114                  140,227 

Unpledged Giving        66,870            48,919         61,765 
Castaways             65,210           70,266             66,000 

Special Gifts                9,003                 100                      0 

   TOTAL INCOME                     $296,413      $283,401       $280,560  

Expenses                          $309,522              $315,267          $326,271 

 

Reminder - Giving Reports are issued by request only.  Contact “The Church Lady” at 361-729-6251 or email 

fpc.churchlady@yahoo.com to receive a 2017 record.  

 

 2017 Christmas Joy Offering Results:  $937  

  

Operations Committee -  Treasurer’s Report 
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InReach Committee   

Ice Cream Social in January 
(Only in South Texas) 

 
Wednesday, January 10, 2018 we will Kick Off Winter Fun Ice Cream 
Social/Game nights at 1st Presbyterian Church.  This is the time we 
come together to enjoy Ice Cream sundaes, floats and cookies, take 
time to visit and if you choose to play -  different games.  Simple fun 
games that make you laugh at yourself and smile with others.  Come 
see what a fun group we have at 1st Pres.  I’m told we may even have 
some “Homemade ice cream” in January  - that will be something to 
write home about for our winter attendees.   
 
Come join the fun, bring your favorite cookie, your favorite easy game and be ready to teach 
it to the rest of us.  We will start with Ice Cream at 5:30p.m. so eat early and come join us for 
dessert! 

 
Wednesday, January 10, 2018 at 5:30 p.m. (1st Pres. Café) 

 
 

In-Reach Committee Report 
 

In-reach wrapped up the new year recapping projects they had worked on during the year 
and eating Lois Atwood’s gingersnap cookies.  How we will miss her wonderful cookies and 
good comments and ideas as she completes her 3-year term on Session.  We hope she will 
continue to be a part of our committee as a volunteer as she seems to have a true talent for 
writing our emails and other work we do as a group. 
 
It was noted that the church directories on the website now contain many new cell phones 
numbers gathered from the surveys distributed in the last months.  The Directory is available 
on the “1st Presbyterian Church-Rockport” website. See the top Right-hand corner on home 
page. You can print your own hard copy of names, addresses and phone numbers only by 
printing pages _____ only.  It comes in handy to stay in touch with your 1st Pres family, at 
least until you get them into your contacts somewhere. 
We also discussed ways to increase the use of emails within the Shepherd teams.  This will 
continue to be a 2018 project.  
 

Submitted by Adelaide Marlatta 
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Worship Committee 

So many people to thank for making Advent such a meaningful season 
for our church family..... 
 

Ushers:    Sally Reynolds, Mindy Durham, Pete Chamberlain, Caro Jackson  
Lay Readers:   Michael Henderson, Susan O’Bryant, Kathy Roberts-Douglass,  

    Tom Carl, Al DeGayner 
Advent Candle Lighters: Jad Smith Family;  

 Jordan & Brayden Patteson;   
 Kyler, Karlee, Kinsey Friebele; 
 Spencer Yarnall Family;  
 Scott and Mary Hime 

Chrismons Readers  Jade Schuler, 
 Jake Parr 
 Kyler Friebele 
 Max Marton 
 Jason Marton 
 

 Offertory / Special Music “Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring”     Piano Duet by Yvonne Jaggard, Merlene Flournoy  
  “Great Is The Lord”   Duet by ohn and Bobby Jackson  

 “In The Giving We Receive”   The Tom Jaggard family 
 “Silent Night”   Elementary Sunday School Class,  
 “Mary, Did You Know?”    Yvonne Jaggard, Connie Schuler, Nikki Yarnall 

 “O Come, All Ye Faithful / 
   Here I am to Worship”    Merlene  Flournoy, Pianist 

Communion :  
Preparer:   Debbie Shedden 

 Servers:     Mindy Durham, Scott Hime, Kathy Green, Caro Jackson   
 Wine provided by:  Sally Reynolds 
 

Special thanks to   
 Director of Music, Yvonne Jaggard, who has been “instrumental” in scheduling volunteers to provide the 

offertory or special music each week while we continue worshipping in the Fellowship Hall.   
 Greening of the Church volunteers:  John Watters brought all the decorations downstairs and Veronika 

Camehl, Connie Schuler, Adelade and John Marlatt placed them    
 

Stuff for 
 

 2018 Flower sponsorships. When reconstruction is finished in the Vestibule area and access 
returned, The Church Lady will post a January sign up sheet on the Mission Room bulletin 
board.  If interested in reserving a Sunday in January, call or email Beverly and she will post it.   

 Head Ushers are needed for the month of January.  Contact Veronika to volunteer. 
 Scripture Readers are needed for January.  To volunteer contact Veronika Camehl. 
 A special invitation to our Winter Texans...if you would like to help in any capacity during 

worship services, we welcome you!  Please contact any member of the worship committee and 
we will "sign you up". 
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Worship Committee 

Christmas Decorations :  2017 
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Celebrate the beginning of a New Year  

at the Lord's Table on Sunday, January 07!   

 

Then celebrate our return to the Sanctuary  

on Sunday, January 14! 

  

Scripture Readings and Sermon Topics : 

 January 07  Genesis 1:1-5  “Darkness and Light” 

 January 14  1 Samuel 3:1–10  “Here I Am!” 

 January 21      Guest Preacher 

 January 28  Psalm 111   “Praise the Lord!” 

 

Wednesday Night Supper and Study :   

 Join us each Wednesday at 5:30 for supper, and study at 6:00, 

beginning January 17, 208. 

 

Ice Cream Social and Game Night :   

 Come join the fun and fellowship on Wednesday, January 10, 

beginning at 5:30 P.M. 

 

Reminder to Church Officers: 
 

Sunday, January 14 –  

  10:15 A.M., Called Meeting of Session in the Church Parlor 

  10:30 A.M., Morning Worship, Service of Ordination and 

Installation 

  12:00 Noon, Congregational Luncheon honoring our Ruling 

Elders 

 

Thursday, January 18 - 6:00 P.M., Stated Meeting of Session 

 

*  Stuff  from the staff  :  Charlie * 
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Women, these are opportunities during January 2018 for growth 

and service, and a time to have fellowship with other women in the 
church. Please mark your calendars for the following experiences. 

 

1.  PW will meet on January 2 at 10:00 am in the Cafe.  All women are cordially invited to 
attend this business meeting.   
2.  Quilters will meet January 16 at 9:00am in the in the Cafe to make Prayer 
Comforters.  Bring sewing machines, scissors, and your ability to help. 
3.  Circle Bible Study will meet January 23 at 12:00 noon in the Cafe.  We are working 
through the book of Hebrews in a study called “Cloud of Witnesses”. We are on the fourth 
lesson. All women are encouraged to come to this study.  Please bring a sack lunch.  
4.  Treasurer’s Report- Disbursements  

YTD- $75,518.02.  
Check book  balance-$30,431.21.   
Proposed budget for 2018 -$55,100.  

5.  Castaways  - We work the store all day on Mondays from 8-3.  On Thursday, we price the 
materials to be put out in the store on Mondays from 8-11  a.m.  Please join us for a good 
time either of these days.  Pulling for January will be Wed., Jan. 31 at 3:30 p.m. 
6.  Good Samaritans-Janet Gaskamp reported that Good Sams is open only Monday, 
Wednesday, Friday.  They still need volunteers  for interviewers, pantry workers, and 
grocery pick up from HEB and Walmart, if you have an hour or so to give. 
7.  BEAS- N/A 
8.  Backpack Buddies- Trish Revel reported that food has been delivered for 20 students. 
The staff has expressed appreciation for this food. 
9.  Neet Feet- Kelly McNeely reported we bought 9 pairs of shoes for $164.  
10. Quilts- Barb Goodlock reported she has 12 quilt tops ready to quilt, 15 baby quilts, and 
2 quilts for older students ready. 
11.  If you haven’t paid for your Christmas Poinsettia, you may place your check made out 
to Presbyterian Women for$10.50 in the offering plate .  They are extra beautiful this year! 
12.  Officer changes for 2018: Lois Atwood- Good Sam’s Chair; Theresa Smith- Sec, but 
asked to be replaced at Castaways; Barb Goodlock- Vice Moderator; Kelly McNeely, 
Adelaide Marlatt, and Trish Revel- co-chairs for Appreciation Dinner February 27. Still 
looking for Publicity Chair. 
 
Actions taken:   1. PW accepted the 2018 budget. 

    Presbyterian Women :  Ministering to Women …  

PW  WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY :     

Cloud of Witnesses:  The Community of Christ 
 

What an inspirational, thought provoking study this has been.  In December, we exchanged thoughts and examples of how we know God’s 

Word is Alive and Living in our lives today.  Lesson Four takes us on a tour of angelic messengers in the Bible, and reminds us that 

we never know when an encounter may bring us God’s messages of Love and Support to help us in our life today.  Come join us 

for this session.  Your thoughts and contributions are important and welcome.   
 

When:   January 23 (4th Tuesday)  at 12:00 noon 

Where:  We usually meet in the Café of the Fellowship Hall. 

What do I Need to bring:  Bring your favorite Bible, a sack lunch and a friend, if possible.   

Adelaide Marlatt 
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Castaways + PW =Generosity 2017 
 

Because of your generous donations to Castaways, and because we have untiring devoted 
Castaways’ men and women volunteers, PW is able to share what is earned from Castaways 
with our church and our community. Frequently during the year, PW receives requests for 
monetary help.  With prayerful consideration, PW tries to provide help where it is 
needed.  The following is a list of PW’s expenditures for 2017.  PW would like to say ‘Thank 
You” to all of you who have helped us be able to do these things. 
 

1. FPC Pledge-$5209.79 
2. PW of Mission Presbytery Pledge-$6000 
3.  BEAS scholarship $2677.85 
4. Toy for Kids - Lion’s Club $2000 
5. Love gifts to staff-$5550 
6. Young Adult Volunteers (Katie Henderson)- $2000 
7. Julie Mercer’s June Project- $50 
8. Castaways Supplies-$351 
9. Toys for Community Table (2016) $970.12 
10. Neet Feet-$2161.30 
11. Weekend Backpacks-$2257.61 
12. Good Sams-$2250 
13. Love Gifts and Memorials-$9350 
14. Minister’s Discretionary Fund-$3300 
15. Nikki Yarnall continuing education in criminal justice- $1800 
16. PW Mo Ranch Registrations (14 women and 1 man) -$1875 
17. Upper Room And Bible Study-$227 
18. Quilters-$1297.73 
19. Jenny Beth’s tuition- $5500 
20. Pastor’s Discretionary Fund-$3000 
21. Camp Tuition-$2400 
22. PW Youth-$5400 
23. ABC Scholarship $3150 
24. PW Birthday Offering $250 
25. Coastal Bend Day of Giving- $500 to 
Odyssey, Good Samaritans-$1250, Council 
on Aging-$500 
26. Moderator’s DF (secretary)-$1200 
27.Appreciation Dinner-$937 
28.PW Supplies-$77.86 
29.Flowers-$307.56 

Presbyterian Women :  Castaways  

You are invited to the 3rd Annual … 
 

VOLUNTEER 
APPRECIATION 

DINNER 
For all volunteers  

who give their time, 
talents and energies on 

behalf of  
First Presbyterian 

Church 
 
 
 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 27 
5:00-7:00 P.M. 

 
Please come!! 
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Presbyterian Women:  Ministering to Women  

 
Calling All Women of FPC Rockport 

 

It’s time to sign up for the Spring Gathering at Mo Ranch, OR    
If you haven’t ever been,  

It’s time to take a leap of faith and go for the FIRST TIME! 
 

 WHO:  You, especially you First Timers 

 WHAT: Are invited to attend the Annual PW of Mission Presbytery Spring 
Gathering  

 WHEN: Friday afternoon, April 6 – noon, Sunday, April 8 (plus drive time)                                  

 WHERE: Presbyterian Mo Ranch Assembly, located near Hunt, Texas. 

 HOW MUCH: We are fortunate to have a PW that makes attendance super 
affordable! PW pays $125 for each person which covers the cost of registration and 
5 meals.  Participants pay housing cost at check-in on Friday (between $75 - $125 
for two nights.) 

 WHY: You only have to attend one time to know  that this is always a very 
special weekend! 

 WHY:  The keynote speaker, the music, the workshops, the time spent in 
God’s creation, the surrounding beauty, the company of Godly women, the new 
faces, the deepened friendships, the freedom to choose what you do (and don’t 
do), the serenity  

 WHY: listening, singing, worshipping, learning, sharing, exploring, 
reading, praying,  

 And, of course, eating 

 Why Not? Usually 14 or more women from FPC go to the Women ’s 
Gathering each Spring. if you are considering joining us, we are happy to answer 
any questions.  Please ask Connie, Theresa, Lois, Janet, Barb, Pam, Yvonne, 
Debbie, Veronika, Linda, Holly, Kelly, Mindy, Caro, Mary, Susan, Kay S., Kay P., or 
Helen. 

 Registration Forms are available in the church office. For the best shot at getting 
your first choice of housing, please return yours by Sunday, February 4, 2018.  
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DECEMBER Men’s Breakfast Meeting Recap 
 
Good morning, 
 
I hope everyone had a very Merry Christmas and that you are looking forward to the New Year.   I 
wanted to send out a quick recap of our monthly breakfast and meeting. 
 
We had a great meal with 21 men in attendance. Thank you to John Marlatt, Mike Revel, Michael 
Henderson, Charlie Schuler, and John Watters for arriving early to help setup and cook. We 
feasted on rib eyes, hash browns, scrambled eggs, and biscuits with gravy. If you were not there, 
you really missed out. 
 
Meeting Recap 

 Jad Smith gave a treasurers report 

 Charlie reported that the Boy Scout troop was looking for financial assistance in 
purchasing new flags and gas grills that were lost to Hurricane Harvey. We voted to help 
them with this request. 

 Charlie also reported that a church member was in need of ramps installed at their house 
to make entry easier.   The ramps have been installed thanks to John and Dave. 

 

Michael Henderson reported that Trent had graduated from Texas A&M. We voted to award him 
$200 as congratulations. 
 

I look forward to seeing everyone at next month’s meeting, which will be Wednesday January 17 at 
7am in the café. Please let me know if I forgot anything that needed to be reported, or if you have 
any suggestions for the group. 
 
Also, please feel free to forward this email to anyone that might be interested in our group. 
 
Thank you, 
Jeremy Schuler 

- Presbyterian Men’s Group … Ministering to men and the Community  
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Odds ‘n Ends ... 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

2 Jad Smith 
3 Missy Pump 
4 Holly Hamilton 
5 Mike Revel 
09 Dave Ethington 
11 Katie Henderson 
  Don Smith 
12 Nancy Melcher 
17 Lois Harrington 
  Reba Kling 
22 Rita Gilbert 
  Susan Lewis 
  Bill McMurry 
24 Teresa Hopman 
  Connie Schuler 
25 Patricia Brinkerhoff 
26 Gerald Hopman 
  Bobbie McLester 
  John Watters 
27 Liz  Murray 
31 Sue DeGayner 

 

If your birthday is not 
listed, or in error, please 
call the church office at 
729-6251. 

Carolina Hernandez’s grand 
daughter Peyton and Braxton 

Yarnall (Spencer and Nikki 

Yarnall’s son) received two very 

special gifts this Christmas.  The 

first was a fleece blanket 

donated by a group of 

Presbyterian Women from 

Austin “to keep lots of Rockport 

children warm this winter.” The 

blankets were hand delivered by 

Peggy Thompson’s daughter to 

the Rockport Relief Camp and 

FPC.   

 

The second gift was a Christmas 

present from a Presbyterian 

Church in Sioux City, Iowa, for all 

FPC youth PLUS hand made 

Christmas cards made by their 

Sunday School classes which 

were so sweet Carolina said 

reading them“... made me shed 

some happy tears.” 

 

The coordinator for the 

Christmas present project 

wrote in an email:   “This has 

been so much FUN!!! Included 

The congregation of Westminster 

Presbyterian Church , Sioux City, 

Iowa, shipped 3 VERY large boxes 

containing a Christmas present 

for our FPC youth.   Each gift was 

purchased for a specific child and 

labeled with their name. 

 

Charlie invited the youth to 

retrieve their gifts under the 

Christmas Tree after the 

Christmas Eve morning worship 

service.   
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PRESBYLINES is published monthly by: 

First Presbyterian Church  
301 Hwy 35 North - Rockport, TX 78382 
Phone No. (361)729-6251;   
Fax No. (361) 729-6299 
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