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“People ministering to people for Christ’s sake.” 

 

     

 

*Notes from the Staff* 
 

Your session met to review our current position in regards to 

reopening the sanctuary and the church buildings. After 

consideration of the governor’s guidelines for opening for 

worship, consulting with other members of the ministerial alliance, 

and discussion of our own situation, the session unanimously 

decided that the current guidance which goes through May 31 should 

be extended through June 30. The primary motivation is the desire 

to continue to keep our church family safe.  
 

In mid June, the session will again evaluate the situation and act 

accordingly. In the meantime, a group of elders has been appointed 

to prepare plans for a phased reopening so that once it is deemed 

safe to reopen we are prepared to immediately do so. 
 

The session expressed its gratitude to the congregation for its 

patience and willingness to follow the guidelines in place. It was 

noted that 40 households are tuning in to worship via “Zoom”. If 

you would like assistance in connecting with zoom, call the 

Churchlady, Kim.  
 

In Christ, 

Miles 
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I will be out of town June 4-7 to hike Big Bend in 
celebration of my husband’s retirement from the Air 
Force!  The office will remain closed while I am out.   
 
If you need to speak with someone, please contact 
Miles.  You can reach him by phone call or text at   
210-478-0454.  He is also available by email at 
mwhite51@satx.rr.com.   

 
Due to the recent issues we have experienced with 
hackers and email scams, we will be changing the online 
password for the Church Directory effective June 1, 
2020.  The password will be available by request only 
and will be a little more detailed than previous 
passwords.  Please call the office at 361-729-6251, or 
email me at fpc.churchlady@yahoo.com for the new 
password.  If you receive an email from Miles that is 

not from his email address, mwhite51@satx.rr.com, please do not reply.  
If you have a question about an email you have received, please check 
with one of us. 
 
You can also download the Instant Church Directory App on your smart 
phone or tablet.  See the instructions below on how to download the app. 

 

*Stuff  from the Church Lady* 

 

 Church members: View the directory from their iPhone, iPad, Android or Kindle Fire by 
downloading the free Instant Church Directory Members App. Search for "Instant 
Church Directory" in the Apple App Store, Google Play, or Amazon Appstore, or use 
this link: https://www.instantchurchdirectory.com/app 

About the app 
Now you can sync our church's directory 
right to your iPhone, iPad, iPad Mini, 
Android device or Kindle Fire! 
Search for a family or member, and then 
email, call or text — right from 
their device. Plus, any change the church 
makes to the online directory is 
immediately synced with your device. 
 

Where to download the app:  To 

download the app, click the 

appropriate image for your device. 

https://www.instantchurchdirectory.com/app
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Worship Committee 
By Adelaide Marlatt 

It’s almost June and after being at home, without in-person time with some of my creative 
friends, I was having trouble coming up with ideas to share from the Worship Committee.  Rev. 
Miles, Tom Jaggard, and our own Minister-in-Training, Katie Henderson, are creating Zoom 
Worship.  However an article came together as the Holy Spirit dropped a Worship idea to 
share.  We start off by asking the question, “How are you staying connected with God, Jesus 
Christ and the Holy Spirit and how are you doing what you consider worship?”     
 

In addition to our Zoom worship service, many churches are “live streaming” their worship 
services and are available on-line.  God is everywhere today and I think we have all slowed 
down enough to see him and be amazed at how close he is to us in our daily lives.  I loved 
Katie’s Henderson question last month and want to use it to close this message “Where did you 
see God moving today in your world.” As you see God’s presence moving in your world, stop, 
take a breath, say a prayer of worshipful thanks and remember worship can occur anywhere! 
 

Special Times 
June 7 – Communion/Trinity Sunday 
June 21 – Father’s Day 

Contemplating God in the Beauty of Nature 
Submitted by Carolyn Watters 

 

A primary way God nourishes our souls with his loving presence is through the 

beauty of nature. The face of the Lord shines on his in the sun. The moon and 

stars remind us that God’s light and love shine to us even in the dark. The Lord 

is speaking to us and warming us from the heavens, the Psalmist says (Psalm 

19:1-6). The joy of the Lord comes to us in splashing waves and playful animals! 

(Psalm 29:3, 6) 
 

Throughout the Bible we read testimony of the Lord communicating to us in the 

skies, ocean waves, breeze rustling through the trees, fields and flowers, and 

birds that sing cheerfully. Jesus reassures us that our Father in the heavens 

always near cares for the little sparrows and he cares for us (Matthew 6:26 and 

10:29). 
 

Nature reveals to us God’s beauty, glory, power, wisdom, presence, creativity, 

and, most of all, his loving care. This is why we’re drawn to spend time in the 

beauty of nature and to enjoy animals. To talk a walk on a beautiful day, play 

with your dog in the grass, or hold your cat are reliable ways for many people to 

connect with God’s loving presence. 
 

Jesus makes continual use of nature in his parables that welcome us to find life 

with him in the Kingdom of God. The revelation of God in nature is so poignant 

and prevailing that the Apostle Paul cautions if we don’t notice and honor our 

Creator we are without excuse (Romans 1:20). 
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Out Reach Committee 

COVID-19 Fund 
 

Faithful congregants and friends have generously made donations to what is 

being referred to as the COVID-19 Fund.  Some people have donated all or 

a portion of their “stimulus checks” or, just made a monetary contribution.  

Each donation is tax deductible.   
 

Candidates for these donations are those who have found themselves in 

financial need since the onset of the corona virus and all the ramifications 

thereof.  The OutReach Committee has been given the task, by the Session, 

to oversee distribution of monies from the COVID-19 fund.  If you would 

like to donate or know of someone who may be in need of assistance, please 

forward your information to Kim, our wonderful Church Lady. 
 

Thank you for your consideration … 
 

The OutReach Committee  

Operations Committee , Treasurer’s Report 

Treasurer’s Report - YTD April 30, 2020 
 

  Year to Date 4/30/20 4/30/19 2020 Budget 
 

Income    
Loose Offering  $   2,529 $    4,355  $  3,478     
Pledges               72,917     37,263    67,789 
Unpledged         12,777     41,477        3,600 
Castaways         24,000     24,000    24,000            

     $112,223     $107,095   $ 98,867 
 

Expenses   $ 78,879  $ 65,910   $100,126 

          
     

               
                                                                                                                        
       Kay Stanley, Treasurer 

COVID-19 Fund 
 

Faithful congregants and friends have generously made donations to what is 

being referred to as the COVID-19 Fund.  Some people have donated all or 

a portion of their “stimulus checks” or, just made a monetary contribution.  

Each donation is tax deductible.   
 

Candidates for these donations are those who have found themselves in 

financial need since the onset of the corona virus and all the ramifications 

thereof.  The OutReach Committee has been given the task, by the Session, 

to oversee distribution of monies from the COVID-19 fund.  If you would 

like to donate or know of someone who may be in need of assistance, please 

forward your information to Kim, our wonderful Church Lady. 
 

Thank you for your consideration … 
 

The OutReach Committee  

TEST
DISTANCE

ISOLATE
TRUST GOD THROUGH IT ALL!!!!!

OutReach Committee 
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Nothing keeps us from singing together in family circles. 

Nothing keeps us from singing along to recordings, 

or on Sundays to the organ accompaniment on our livestreamed services. 

Nothing keeps us from singing when on our walks outside. 

 

Singing will continue, and when we come together again there will be a joyful 

noise of gratitude heard all over the world as we blend our voices in a chorus 

of wonder, love and praise. 

 

These words were never more true… 

 

My life flows on in endless song; 

Above earth's lamentation, 

I hear the sweet, though far-off hymn 

That hails a new creation. 

Through all the tumult and the strife, 

I hear that music ringing 

It finds an echo in my soul 

How can I keep from singing? 

No storm can shake my inmost calm 

While to that rock I’m clinging 

Since Love is Lord of heaven and earth 

How can I keep from singing? 

  

I love you all.  

 

We will sing together again.   

A Note From the Music Director,  Yvonne Jaggard 

Music Department 
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 Update from Katie Henderson 

I did it! Somehow, I managed to finish my first two 

semesters of seminary. Obviously, the spring semester is 

far from what I expected but I am so grateful for my 

professors and my supportive community for helping me 

not only survive but thrive in seminary during a global 

pandemic.  
 

Currently I have a two-week break. A full two weeks 

with nothing to turn in and not a single meeting on the 

calendar. The first few days have been wonderful and 

relaxing but I can tell I will be going stir crazy here soon. June 8th starts 

my 11-week journey with Biblical Greek. This is one of the classes I have 

been the most nervous about completing and taking it all online isn’t 

much help in calming my anxiety but I know my classmates and 

professors will be eager to meet on Zoom and learn together.  
 

I am officially registered for my fall course, so I guess APTS isn’t sick of 

me yet! I will be taking Intro to Preaching, Women’s Voice in Ministry, 

Phillipians (in Greek), and Intro to Christian Ethics. This will be the first 

semester my entering class won’t have the same schedule which will be 

strange not to see them every day but I am very excited to have some 

more freedom in planning my schedule and selecting courses that really 

excite me. Also, in the fall I will be serving on campus in a few new 

positions. This past school year I was a student senator but coming up I 

will serve as a student representative on the Program of Study committee. 

This committee oversees what courses are offered, what is required for 

different degree programs, and what class schedules might look like. 

Being on this committee will help me build relationships with professors 

and allow me great opportunities to help establish classes that will be 

practical for future pastors to take. I have also been officially nominated 

to serve as the Seminarians for Justice (SOJ) Co-President with my friend 

Sarah. Together we will lead the student organization SOJ in 

participating in the city of Austin to serve all our neighbors and engage 

more with social justice. This past year I was just a member of this 

organization so I am eager to take on a leadership role and highlight some 
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of the great work being done in this city. And if that wasn’t enough to keep 

me busy I will also be a chapel beadle starting in the fall. A chapel beadle 

(there will be four of us) is responsible for planning and ensuring worship 

services happen in our on-campus chapel. I will meet with professors and 

staff to plan Tuesday worship and communion. Tuesdays I will be 

responsible for the chapel set up ensuring that everything is ready for a 

smooth worship service. Thursday services are typically hosted by a senior 

giving their senior sermon. I will help them prepare and lead in any way 

they ask. This position is a lot of responsibility but I am so excited about it 

because I likely won’t be doing an internship with a church and this is a 

great opportunity for a hands-on learning experience in leading worship.  
 

I have been trying not to think too much about what next semester might 

look like if we aren’t meeting in person, or how we might have to change 

our expectations and norms to protect everyone’s health. Many churches 

in Austin aren’t even discussing worshipping in person until after the 

summer and even then, they will have to make major changes in the way 

worship happens. For students living on campus, we are still under very 

strict guidelines from the seminary to help protect our community. I don’t 

really know if in the fall I will be helping lead worship in the chapel or 

still in Zoom meetings. It is a very strange time to be in seminary and 

learning how to care for people when it is not safe to be around people. It 

is also quite sad to be living in the live music capital of the world but not 

know when the next time I will be able to attend a concert is. These are 

very strange times but I am grateful for technology and a supportive 

community even if I can’t see them in person.  
 

I hope you are finding ways to enjoy the summer that are safe for you and 

your communities. My daily walks and time to get creative in the kitchen 

have been bringing me the most joy. I am also thankful I live right next to 

a park so it is easy to spend time outside in the sunshine. This time of 

isolation is helping me get more creative and more reliant on the peace of 

God. 
 

Tying you closer than most,  

Katie  

 Update from Katie Henderson 
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Ministering to others through 
Prayer and 

Prayer Comforters 

Celebrations 

Congratulations to Bobby Jackson who 
retired from ACISD after 45 years of 
teaching, and touching countless lives in our 
community!  Bobby was also selected as a 
Shining Star honored educator by a RFHS 
2020 Graduate. 
 

 
Congratulations to Yvonne Jaggard who 
was chosen as a Shining Star honored 
educator by a RFHS 2020 graduate. 

Congratulations to Merlene Flournoy for 
being chosen as a Shining Star honored 
educator by a RFHS 2020 Graduate. 
 

 
Congratulations to Katie Ledbetter for 
being chosen as a Shining Star honored 
educator by two RFHS 2020 graduates. 
 
First Presbyterian Church is proud to 
have you all as a part of our congregation 
and to see the way you work to mold the 
future of our community! 
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C.S. Lewis wrote this article during the threat of the atomic bomb, 72 years ago.  
The reminder for us now, albeit in a different scenario seven decades later, is this 
… the threat of death is serious, but it’s never novel.  So, let’s not succumb to 
panic.  Let’s not allow fear to dominate our minds and paralyze our hearts.  
Let’s keep living, laughing, serving and enjoying those we love.  Because a good 
King is on the throne, we need not be slaves to fear.   
 

Still, C.S. Lewis’s words ring some relevance for us during this deadly serious 
global pandemic we know as COVID-19.  Just replace the words “atomic bomb” 
with “coronavirus.” 
 

               In one way we think a great deal too much of the atomic bomb, “Who are we 
to live in an Atomic bomb age?”  I am tempted to reply:  “Why, as you would have 
lived in the sixteenth century when the plague visited London almost every year, or as 
you would have lived in a Viking age when raiders from Scandinavia might land and 
cut your throat any night; or indeed, as you are already living in an age of cancer and 
age of syphilis, an age of paralysis, an age of air raids, an age of railway accidents, 
an age of motor accidents.” 
 

               In other words, do not let us begin by exaggerating the novelty of our 
situation.  Believe me, dear sir or madam, you and all whom you love were already 
sentenced to death before the atomic bomb was invented:  and quite a high 
percentage of us were going to die in unpleasant ways.  We had, indeed one very great 
advantage over our ancestors … anesthetics; but we have that still.  It is perfectly 
ridiculous to go about whimpering and drawing long faces because the scientists 
have added one more chance of painful and premature death to a world which 
already bristled with such chances and in which death itself was not a chance at all, 
but a certainty. 
 

               This is the first point to be made:  and the first action to be taken is to pull 
ourselves together.  If we are all going to be destroyed by an atomic bomb, let that 
bomb, when it comes, find us doing sensible and human things … praying, working, 
teaching, reading, listening to music, bathing the children, playing tennis, chatting to 
our friends over a pint and a game of darts … not huddled together like frightened 
sheep and thinking about bombs.  They may break our bodies (a microbe can do that) 
but they need not dominate our minds.     
 

By C.S. Lewis “On Living in an Atomic Age” (1948) in Present Concerns:  
Journalistic Essays         
 
 
Submitted by Susan O’Bryant 

Odds and Ends 
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Quarantine Recipes 

Vegan Banana Bread 
Submitted by Katie Henderson 

• 4 ripe bananas 
• ¼ cup veg oil 
• ¼ cup almond milk 
• ½ cup light brown sugar 
• 2 tsp vanilla 
• 2 cup all-purpose flour 
• 1 tsp cinnamon 
• 1 tsp baking soda 
• ½ tsp salt 
 
Directions 

Preheat to 350. Spray 9x5 loaf pan and flour. Mix wet. Sift in dry. Mix and put in pan. Bake 45 
minutes, cover with foil and bake 10-15 longer.  

Mexican chicken corn chowder  
Submitted by Michael Henderson 
 

Ingredients 

• 4 pounds boneless skinless chicken breasts, cut into 1-inch pieces 
• 1 cup chopped onion 
• 3 tablespoons butter 
• 2- 4garlic cloves, minced 
• 3 cups hot water 
• 2 tablespoons chicken bouillon granules 
• 2 teaspoon ground cumin 
• 4 cups half-and-half cream 
• 4 cups shredded Monterey Jack cheese 
• 3 cans (14-3/4 ounces) cream-style corn 
• 3 cans (4 ounces) chopped green chiles, undrained 
• 1/4 to 1 teaspoon hot pepper sauce 
• 3 medium tomatoes, chopped 
Optional: Minced fresh cilantro and fried tortilla strips 
 

Directions 

In a Dutch oven, brown chicken and onion in butter until chicken is no longer pink. Add garlic; 
cook 1 minute longer. Add the water, bouillon and cumin; bring to a boil. Reduce heat; cover and 
simmer for 5 minutes.  Stir in the cream, cheese, corn, chiles and hot pepper sauce. Cook and stir 
over low heat until cheese is melted; add tomato. If desired, top with cilantro and tortilla strips. 
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Quarantine Recipes 

Pork Chops and Scalloped Potatoes 
Submitted by Yvonne Jaggard 

Ingredients 

• 3 tablespoons butter, divided 
• 1 1/2 teaspoons salt 
• 1/4 teaspoon ground black pepper 
• 3 tablespoons all-purpose flour 
• 1 (14.5 ounces) can chicken broth 
• 6 pork chops 
• 6 cups thinly sliced potatoes 
• 1 dash paprika 

Directions 

Preheat oven to 350 degrees F (175 degrees C). 
In a saucepan melt 1 tablespoon butter over medium heat. Add salt, pepper, and flour. Pour in the 
chicken broth, cook and stir until mixture boils. Remove from heat and set aside. 
In skillet brown pork chops in 1 tablespoon butter. Grease a cooking dish with the remaining ta-
blespoon butter and layer potatoes. Pour mixture over potatoes and place browned chops on top. 
Sprinkle paprika on top.  Cover and bake for 1 hour. Uncover and bake for an additional 30 
minutes. 

Jade’s Buffalo Chicken Ranch Dip 
Submitted by Kimberly Durkee 

Ingredients 

• 3-4 chicken breasts  
• 1 cp. Cheddar cheese   
• 1 cp. Mozzarella cheese 
• 8 oz. Cream cheese  
• 1 cp. Buffalo sauce 
• 1 cp. Ranch 
• Garlic powder to taste 
• Pepper to taste 
• Salt to taste 

Directions 

Preheat oven to 350°.  Boil chicken with salt, garlic powder, and pepper in the water to season 
chicken.  Shred chicken when done.  In separate pot, heat up the cream cheese, buffalo sauce and 
ranch until cream cheese is melted. Add garlic powder, salt, and pepper.  Once cream cheese is 
melted and blended, add to shredded chicken.  Add mozzarella and cheddar.  Top with more moz-
zarella and cheddar.  Put in oven for 30 min. 
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PRESBYLINES is published monthly by:   

First Presbyterian Church  
301 Hwy 35 North - Rockport, TX 78382 
Phone No. (361)729-6251;   
Fax No. (361) 729-6299 
Email:  fpc.churchlady@yahoo.com 
Webpage:  rockportpresbyterian.org 
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Birthdays 
 

June 3 Helen Bradshaw 
June 5 Caroline Bernardy 
June 6 Annette Ledbetter 
June 7 Bobby Little 
June 10 Mindy Durham 

June 18 Jake Parr 
June 24 Veronika Camehl 
 Merlene Flournoy 
 Travis Smith 

June 25 Kyler Friebele 
 

If your birthday is not listed, please call the 
church office and let us know.  We want our 
records to be accurate and include 

everyone. 


